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Rich or poor, each of us bear responsibility for the resources we possess, but we’re all  familiar with examples of 
financial irresponsibility, foolishness, and even injustice and oppression as wealth is used as leverage to exploit and 
oppress the poor. So is money the problem? The problem with money is found in the hearts of the people with i t 

or without it. This was the situation James spoke to in chapter 5.  
 
There was financial suffering among the Jewish Christians at the hands of powerful, well -connected, influential, 

and wealthy individuals to whom many of these Jewish Christians were related, with whom they had been friends, 
and for whom they had worked. Their faith in Jesus, however, brought a severance of relationship with and 
persecution from these formers friends, relatives, and employers. James speaks to both the oppressed and the 
oppressors in a way that does not condemn wealth itself, but rather speaks of God’s  provision to his people, and 

speaks of punishment toward those who use their wealth to oppress them.  
 
The bottom line is that money talks.  
 

It says a lot about who we reall y are, what we really value, and how we truly define ourselves. 
 
So, what does James have to say about that? 

 
1. Don’t assume God is ignorant of or indifferent to your situation, regardless of your bottom line. - 5:1  Now 
listen, you rich people, weep and wail because of the misery that is coming upon you. 2  Your wealth has rotted, 
and moths have eaten your clothes. 3  Your gold and silver are corroded. Their corrosion will testify against you and 

eat your flesh like fire. You have hoarded wealth in the last days. 4  Look! The wages you failed to pay the workmen 
who mowed your fields are crying out against you. The cries of the harvesters have reached the ears of the Lord 
Almighty. 5  You have lived on earth in luxury and self-indulgence. You have fattened yourselves in the day of 

slaughter. 6  You have condemned and murdered innocent men, who were not opposing you.- James 5:1-6 

 Whether James was speaking to oppressive wealthy Christians who should know better, or if he was  

speaking up for the Christians being oppressed by wealthy non-believers, James’ message is loud and 
clear; there are devastating consequences for opposing God by oppressing his people.  

 “James shows us the pits, so that we may not fall  into them.” – Alec Motyer 

 
2. Don’t permit unjust treatment to move you to unwise decisions - 7  Be patient, then, brothers, until the Lord's 

coming. See how the farmer waits for the land to yield its valuable crop and how patient he is for the autumn and 
spring rains.- James 5:7 

 Trials can move us to hasty and rash withdraws based in fear and worry rather patiently managing 

investments from a place of faith and wisdom. 

The earnings of the godly enhance their lives, but evil people squander their money on sin. – Proverbs 10:16 
 

 Trials can also tempt us to close our eyes and ears to those in need.  

The generous will prosper; those who refresh others will themselves be refreshed. - Proverbs 11:25 
 

 The true test of generosity is not that we give when it’s easy, it’s when giving is sacrificial. Do we continue 

to be generous when it truly costs us something? 

3. Don’t allow what you make to make you. - 8  You too, be patient and stand firm, because the Lord's coming is 
near. – James 5:8 



 “Sin is: in despair not wanting to be oneself before God.”- Kierkegaard 

 “If you make anything more fundamental to your safety and security than the love and knowledge of 

Jesus, then though you may believe, though you may go through religious moti ons, your faith - the roots 
of your identity - are somewhere else.” – Timothy Keller 

4. Don’t allow what you lack to break you. - 9 Don’t grumble against one another, brothers and sisters, or you will 
be judged. The Judge is standing at the door! 10  Brothers, as an example of patience in the face of suffering, take 
the prophets who spoke in the name of the Lord. 11  As you know, we consider blessed those who have persevered. 

You have heard of Job's perseverance and have seen what the Lord finally brought about. The Lord is full of 
compassion and mercy.- James 5:9-11 

 “A Cycle of retaliation is not fueled by a belief in a God of judgment, but is fueled by a lack of belief in a 

God of judgment. If God were not angry at injustice, that God would not be worthy of worship. The only 
means of prohibiting all recourse to violence by ourselves is to insist that judgment is legitimate only 
when it comes from God. A belief in non-violence requires a belief in divine vengeance.”   -Miroslav Volf 

 Only the Gospel fully and finally addresses the need for justice to be served and vengeanc e to be satisfied.  

 “The steadfast love of the LORD never ceases, his mercies never come to an end; they are new every morning; 
great is your faithfulness.” – Lamentations 3:22-23 NRSV 

We serve one who was oppressed and judged for our acts of oppression, greed, and injustice. In his steadfast love 
and mercy, he took the penalty we should have suffered and offers a forgiveness that is beyond generous and a 
grace that is beyond amazing.  

 

Questions To Ponder 

 Why do you think it’s important we understand that God knows and cares about our l ives, no matter how 

much money we have? 
 What’s your opinion; do you think James is talking to Christians or non -Christians in verses 1-6? How does 

your opinion impact how you apply these verses? 
 Why do you think Jesus, James, Paul, Peter, and the prophets of the Old Testament talked so intensely 

about money?  

 Have you ever known someone who responded to a bad financial situation with bad financial decisions? 

Why do you think they did this? Why do you think this is a temptation? Think of someone who responded 
to a bad financial situation with wisdom – discuss the differences. 

 How can believers manage money without finding their identity in it? Why is this an important 

distinction? 

 Some Christians oppose making investments, putting money away for retirement or other practices 

deemed “unspiritual.” James and Proverbs appear to encourage investing, saving, and wise money 
management. Talk about the wisdom of investing and the difference between saving money and hoarding 
money. 

 When it comes to seeking justice for those who oppress people, why is it hard to be patient and trust 

God’s promise of vengeance? Why do we often want to take matters into our own hands?  

 Discuss the quote from Miroslav Volf. Why are human attempts at vengeance an indication of distrust in 

God? How does this apply to many Christians’ desire to “punish” oppressive political regimes, 
corporations, or individuals? How would you distinguish between pursuing justice for the oppressed with 
seeking vengeance for the oppressed? What roles do money, power, and influence play in this discussion?  

 Why is it so important to understand the way Jesus endured economic, social, political, and physical 

injustice on our behalf? How does the gospel fully and finally address the role of money, power, influence, 

and justice for our fallen individual and corporate approaches to money, power, influence, and justice?  


