
Membership: 1 Corinthians 12:12-27 

If you attend Calvary for any length of time, the topic of membership is bound to come up. What does it mean to 

be a member of a church? You might be a member of a gym, or a club, or some other organization, but you’ve 

never given much thought to becoming a “member” of Calvary.  

Is it such a big deal? Well, yes and no… 

So why talk about it? Because the bulk of the New Testament is concerned with how the church relates to Jesus 

Christ, each other, and the world. Among the various metaphors describing the church, the image of a body and its 

members might help us understand just how important membership in the Body of Christ really is.  

The body and its members was a vivid and familiar sign for the Corinthians, so the Apostle Paul decides to seize it 

as a way to communicate the importance of church unity, diversity, equality, and ministry. 

If a Body is made up of “members”, what does membership look like?  

1. Members keep unity a priority - The body is a unit, though it is made up of many parts; and though all its parts 

are many, they form one body. So it is with Christ. 13  For we were all baptized by one Spirit into one body--whether 

Jews or Greeks, slave or free--and we were all given the one Spirit to drink.- 1 Corinthians 12:12-13 

•  Because of our common experience of conversion and identity in Christ, we who are different are one 

body. 

2. Members understand they are needed. – Now the body is not made up of one part but of many. 15  If the foot 

should say, "Because I am not a hand, I do not belong to the body," it would not for that reason cease to be part of 

the body. 16  And if the ear should say, "Because I am not an eye, I do not belong to the body," it would not for that 

reason cease to be part of the body.- 1 Corinthians 12 :14-16 

• We are needed for the unique way in which we can fulfill the mission of Christ.  

• Don’t minimize your “part,” and don’t idolize someone else’s “part.” Play your part; the body is missing 

something important when you don’t. 

3. Members understand the need for parts different from their own. - 17  If the whole body were an eye, where 

would the sense of hearing be? If the whole body were an ear, where would the sense of smell be? 18  But in fact 

God has arranged the parts in the body, every one of them, just as he wanted them to be. 19  If they were all one 

part, where would the body be? 20  As it is, there are many parts, but one body. 1 Corinthians 12 :17-20 

• “The body is not made up of just one organ. It is rather, made up of a variety of interdependent parts, all 

of them necessary. It takes all kinds of parts to make up a body” – Ben Witherington: Conflict and 

Community in Corinth 

• To do or think otherwise is to stand in conflict with God Himself, who has placed the members of the 

Body (v.18) and combined them (v.24). 

4. Members embrace the equal value of each part - 21  The eye cannot say to the hand, "I don't need you!" And 

the head cannot say to the feet, "I don't need you!" 22  On the contrary, those parts of the body that seem to be 

weaker are indispensable, 23  and the parts that we think are less honorable we treat with special honor. And the 

parts that are unpresentable are treated with special modesty, 24  while our presentable parts need no special 

treatment. But God has combined the members of the body and has given greater honor to the parts that lacked it, 



25  so that there should be no division in the body, but that its parts should have equal concern for each other. - 1 

Corinthians 12 :21-25 

• No member should devalue another based on culturally constructed social standing. By elevating the 

humble, and humbling the elevated, Paul once again turns cultural ideas upside-down.  

5. Members pursue health for other members. - 26  If one part suffers, every part suffers with it; if one part is 

honored, every part rejoices with it.- 1 Corinthians 12 :26 

In this same way, husbands ought to love their wives as their own bodies. He who loves his wife loves himself. After 

all, no one ever hated his own body, but he feeds and cares for it, just as Christ does the church--for we are 

members of his body. – Ephesians 5:28-30 

• The Body of Christ must stop responding to internal disagreement through dismemberment. We’re just 

hurting ourselves. 

• If I treated every member the way I desire to be treated, how healthy would this body be? So what’s my 

“part”? 

6. Membership at Calvary recognizes that every “body” has a “part” - 27  Now you are the body of Christ, and 

each one of you is a part of it.- 1 Corinthians 12 :27 

This is both a statement of identity, and an invitation. There is a part for you in this Body. Membership requires an 

open heart, open mind, and willing hands and feet. Are you ready to embrace your part in this Body? 

Questions to Dig Deeper 

• What were your conceptions of membership before hearing this message? 

• How do you understand membership differently now, if at all? 

• What have been your previous experiences with membership? Have these made you more or less likely to 

officially join a church? Has this message been of any help? 

• What do you think of Paul’s use of the body as a metaphor given its sexualized and pagan usage in 

Corinthian culture? How has this impacted your understanding of how Christians can / should connect 

with culture? 

• Discuss the tension between variety and unity? In what ways does Paul teach us to live in that tension? 

• Reflect on the question, “If I treated every member the way I desire to be treated, how healthy would this 

body be?” Discuss your thoughts with others. Play your part in making this part of Calvary’s culture. 

• If you’ve been thinking about becoming a follower of Jesus, why not become a “member” today? There’s 

a part for you! 

• If you’re interested in membership at Calvary, please ask Pastor Kevin, a greeter, and usher…or anyone 

who might look like they know, to help you. You have a part in the Body at Calvary!  

 


