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After this I looked, and there before me was a door standing open in heaven. And the voice I had first 
heard speaking to me like a trumpet said, “Come up here, and I will show you what must take place 
after this.” – Revelation 4:1 
 
Biblical scholar Craig Koester calls chapters 4&5 “The heart of the book of Revelation.” Before the 
visions of seals and trumpets and bowls and beasts comes a vison of worship, and it is the worship of 
God that concludes the book. Revelation’s messages of hope, assurance, warnings, confrontations, and 
promises are bound up in the greatness and goodness of One worthy of our devotion, affection, 
obedience, and trust. To struggling Christians then and now, Revelation reminds us that Christ is 
worthy. Why does worship occupy such an essential place in time and eternity? 

 

1. Everyone and everything worships.  
 

• Worship is surrendering to and declaring the glory and worth of what is valued above all else.   
 
2 At once I was in the Spirit, and there before me was a throne in heaven with someone sitting on it.3 
And the one who sat there had the appearance of jasper and ruby. A rainbow that shone like an 
emerald encircled the throne. 4 Surrounding the throne were twenty-four other thrones, and seated on 
them were twenty-four elders. They were dressed in white and had crowns of gold on their heads. – 
Revelation 4:2-4 
 
The number 12 is the number of God’s people, two twelves represent the fullness of God’s people in 
God’s presence.  
 
From the throne came flashes of lightning, rumblings and peals of thunder. In front of the throne, seven 
lamps were blazing. These are the seven spirits of God.  
 
Lightning and thunder – signs of judgement – seals/8:5, trumpets/11:19, bowls/16:18 
 
6 Also in front of the throne there was what looked like a sea of glass, clear as crystal. In the center, 
around the throne, were four living creatures, and they were covered with eyes, in front and in back. 7 
The first living creature was like a lion, the second was like an ox, the third had a face like a man, the 
fourth was like a flying eagle. 8 Each of the four living creatures had six wings and was covered with 
eyes all around, even under its wings. Day and night they never stop saying: “‘Holy, holy, holy is the 
Lord God Almighty,’ who was, and is, and is to come.” - Revelation 4:5-8 
 
The 4 Living Creatures represent all animate creation 
 

• We are designed to worship. Worship is an expression of our humanity. 



• “An awful lot of us just need to worship something, but in order to be able to worship you have 
to find something outside of yourself – and better than yourself.”– Richard North 

 
Celebrity/Royals – The most beautiful, the most athletic, the most talented.  
Appetite/desires – sex, consumption, ambition. 
Achievement 
Art/Education 
Control – Well I don’t surrender to anything else. You worship control. 

 

• A worshipper studies the object of adoration, then works to get into the presence of the object. 
When in the object’s presence, the whole posture changes; participation, joy, praising, 
expression, and an insatiable desire to share it with others. 

 
“All enjoyment spontaneously overflows into praise unless … shyness or the fear of boring others is 
deliberately brought in to check it. The world rings with praise—lovers praising their mistresses, 
readers their favourite poet, walkers praising the countryside, players praising their favourite game – 
praise of weather, wines, dishes ... I had not noticed how the humblest, and at the same time most 
balanced and capacious, minds, praised most, while the cranks, misfits, and malcontents praised least 
... just as men spontaneously praise whatever they value, so they spontaneously urge us to join them in 
praising it: “Isn’t she lovely? Wasn’t it glorious? Don’t you think that magnificent?”  
 

• The (Scriptures), in telling everyone to praise God are doing what all men do when they speak 
of what they care about.  – C.S. Lewis, Reflections on the Psalms 

 

 
2. Holy worship wholly engages. - Then I saw in the right hand of him who sat on the 

throne a scroll with writing on both sides and sealed with seven seals. 2 And I saw a mighty angel 
proclaiming in a loud voice, “Who is worthy to break the seals and open the scroll?” 3 But no one in 
heaven or on earth or under the earth could open the scroll or even look inside it. 4 I wept and wept 
because no one was found who was worthy to open the scroll or look inside. – Revelation 5:1-4 
 
Scroll – sealed legal document – will or deed or record – Will of God only to be carried out by God. 
Worship reminds us of our dependence on Jesus. 
 
And when he had taken it, the four living creatures and the twenty-four elders fell down before the 
Lamb. Each one had a harp and they were holding golden bowls full of incense, which are the prayers of 
God’s people. 9 And they sang a new song, saying: “You are worthy to take the scroll and to open its 
seals, because you were slain, and with your blood you purchased for God persons from every tribe and 
language and people and nation. – Revelation 5:8-9 
 
 
 
 



 
Expressions of Worship: 
Praise: To him and to the lamb 
Thanksgiving: Glory honor power and thanks  
Confession – John weeps 
 
 
 

Means of Worship: 
Instruments: harps 
Music: Singing 
Prayer: Bowls of incense 
Exposition of truth: You are worthy because 
you were slain. You are worthy for you created 

Worship involves the whole of our being: Not just emotion and sentiment, also logic and 
thoughtfulness. 

 

• Worship is logic on fire; a rational AND emotional process leading to the realization of the 
worth and value of God. 

 
 

3. The impact of worship - What happens when the infinite value and worth of God really 

sinks in? 

• Cast your crowns – Whenever the living creatures give glory, honor and thanks to him who sits 
on the throne and who lives for ever and ever, 10 the twenty-four elders fall down before him 
who sits on the throne and worship him who lives for ever and ever. They lay their crowns before 
the throne and say: 11 “You are worthy, our Lord and God, to receive glory and honor and 
power, for you created all things, and by your will they were created and have their being.” – 
Revelation 4:9-11 

 
relinquish all other objects of worth – even those from God.  

 
o What is it, that if it were gone from your life, you couldn’t live without? That’s your 

crown. Worship of God calls us to a radical re-orientation of our life. 
 

• Take up your calling.  - 9 And they sang a new song, saying: “You are worthy to take the scroll 
and to open its seals, because you were slain, and with your blood you purchased for God 
persons from every tribe and language and people and nation. 10 You have made them to be a 
kingdom and priests to serve our God, and they will reign on the earth.” – Revelation 5:9-10 

 “A Kingdom of priests.”  representatives of people of God (24 priestly iterations) 
 

o Salvation is not the end for the Christian. Salvation marks a new beginning that enables 
one to make an impact. Being made a “kingdom of priests” indicates that Jesus did not 
call us to irrelevance, but to become his agents in this world. 

 

 
 



4. Worthy is the Lamb. - 5 Then one of the elders said to me, “Do not weep! See, the Lion of 

the tribe of Judah, the Root of David, has triumphed. He is able to open the scroll and its seven seals.” 6 
Then I saw a Lamb, looking as if it had been slain, standing at the center of the throne, encircled by the 
four living creatures and the elders. The Lamb had seven horns and seven eyes, which are the seven 
spirits of God sent out into all the earth. 7 He went and took the scroll from the right hand of him who 
sat on the throne. – Revelation 5:5-7 
 

• Worship is surrendering to and declaring the glory and worth of what is valued above all else. 
It’s not enough to worship just anything. Only the Lamb is worthy. “Midst of the throne” 

 

• God achieves his purpose by overthrowing the powers of evil through the slain lamb. “Jesus 
conquered not by force but by death, not by violence but by martyrdom. The Lion is the Lamb.” 
- Craig Keener  

 
Ultimate worship is seen in all of creation surrendering to and declaring the glory and worth of the 

Lamb of God. Is the Lamb the Alpha and Omega of your life? 
 
Benediction: Then I looked and heard the voice of many angels, numbering thousands upon thousands, 
and ten thousand times ten thousand. They encircled the throne and the living creatures and the elders. 
12 In a loud voice they were saying: “Worthy is the Lamb, who was slain, to receive power and wealth 
and wisdom and strength and honor and glory and praise!”13 Then I heard every creature in heaven 
and on earth and under the earth and on the sea, and all that is in them, saying: “To him who sits on 
the throne and to the Lamb be praise and honor and glory and power, for ever and ever!” 
 
 
Questions to Ponder 

• Discuss the expansive way Revelation 4-5 demonstrates the universal reality of worship. In what 
ways do you see human need for to worship directed toward other things other than God?  

• How do followers of Christ fall into the same habits of misdirected worship? (In what ways do we 
deify “Christian” celebrities - pastors, athletes and actors, musicians, personal spiritual discipline, 
etc...) 

• These chapters include a variety of elements/means of worship (praise, prayer, teaching, 
instruments, singing, response, confession, etc...) What elements engage you most?  Why? What 
elements engage you least?  Why? How can you grow in this? 

• How can there be a greater level of humility and continued participation when a means of worship 
that does not engage you, but engages another person is practiced? 

• Discuss the quote, “Salvation is not the end for the Christian. Salvation marks a new beginning that 
enables one to make an impact. Being made a ‘kingdom of priests’ indicates that Jesus did not call 
us to irrelevance, but to become his agents in this world.” 

• Discuss the significance of Jesus being described as a “Lion who is the Lamb.” How are both images 
important? Why is the lamb image emphasized?  

• How did this message impact your understanding of worship?  


