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This series examines the depth of hope we find in the story of Christmas through the book of Isaiah. 
The prophet Isaiah spoke to people overwhelmed with hopelessness. He called them to look forward 
to the coming of someone who would bring ultimate hope to every nation. This passage is perhaps the 
most famous of all those read during the Christmas season, and it describes the hope of God displayed 
as a light piercing the darkness of our world. How do we prepare for, understand, and receive the 
darkness-conquering gift of life?  
 
1. The light of hope comes in unexpected ways.  - 1Nevertheless, there will be no more gloom for those 
who were in distress. In the past he humbled the land of Zebulun and the land of Naphtali, but in the 
future he will honor Galilee of the nations (Gentiles), by the Way of the Sea, beyond the Jordan— 
 
27 But God chose the foolish things of the world to shame the wise; God chose the weak things of the 
world to shame the strong. 28 God chose the lowly things of this world and the despised things—and 
the things that are not—to nullify the things that are” – 1 Corinthians 1:27-28 
 

• God loves to bring salvation, hope, healing, peace, wisdom, greatness, goodness, and glory in 
the most unexpected ways and from the most unexpected means possible. Don’t miss it! 

• Are we blinded by the glitter of the world’s definition of value?  

• How do we regard people who lack the markers of what we define as value? 
 
2. True life is found in true light. - 2 The people walking in darkness have seen a great light; on those 
living in the land of deep darkness a light has dawned. 
 
In him was life, and that life was the light of all mankind. 5The light shines in the darkness, and the 
darkness has not overcome it. - John 1:4-5 

• The ultimate light dawned at creation (Genesis 1:1), but we settled instead for the lesser light. 
That ultimate light is eternal and available for all to receive. 

 
When Jesus spoke again to the people, he said, "I am the light of the world. Whoever follows me will 
never walk in darkness, but will have the light of life." – John 8:12 
 
3. The light of the world is the God-Man, Jesus Christ. - 6 For to us a child is born, to us a son is given, 
and the government will be on his shoulders. And he will be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, 
Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 7 Of the greatness of his government and peace there will be no 
end. He will reign on David’s throne and over his kingdom, establishing and upholding it with 
justice and righteousness from that time on and forever. The zeal of the LORD Almighty will accomplish 
this 
 
If the man, Jesus, is God: 



• You and I do not have the option of simply liking him. He calls for more than that. 
If God is the man, Jesus: 

• You have a God who understands. A God who suffers. 
o I may not understand why God hasn’t ended suffering yet, but I serve a God who 

suffered as a man and who understand my pain. 

• How does this find its way to my life? to us a son is given ... 
 
4. The light of Jesus is a gift of grace. – 3 You have enlarged the nation and increased their joy; they 
rejoice before you as people rejoice at the harvest, as warriors rejoice when dividing the plunder. 4 For 
as in the day of Midian’s defeat, you have shattered the yoke that burdens them, the bar across their 
shoulders, the rod of their oppressor. 5 Every warrior’s boot used in battle and every garment rolled in 
blood will be destined for burning, will be fuel for the fire. 
 
 
The son who is given is the one who fights the great battle against darkness. It’s not a fight you can win 
because it’s a darkness that overwhelms us:  
 
This is the verdict: Light has come into the world, but people loved darkness instead of light because 
their deeds were evil. 20 Everyone who does evil hates the light, and will not come into the light for fear 
that their deeds will be exposed. 21 But whoever lives by the truth comes into the light, John 3:19-21 
 
You need the gift of one who fights it for you. This is a gift that requires the death of my pride: The 
light is ready to shine into your darkness. Is this a gift you are willing to receive? 
 
Questions to Ponder 
 

• Discuss your reaction to yet another example of how God defies our expectations and 
assumptions in how he chooses to work. Why is it important that hope comes in ways we do 
not expect? Why does hope come in ways we risk missing? 

• Do you have a story like those students of Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.? Have you ever missed or 
nearly missed greatness because you weren’t expecting it? 

• Think about the images of light/life and death/darkness. How do you see this used in other 
places in scripture and in other stories outside scripture? Discuss the distinction Genesis, Isaiah, 
John 1, John 3, and Revelation 21:22-25 make between the temporary light of the Sun and the 
true, eternal light of The SON.  

• Talk about the reality of Jesus as the God-Man. How do you understand this? In what ways is 
this a struggle? Why is it important for this to be made clear? 

• Discuss the Lord, Liar, Lunatic argument (see the additional resources). Why does the 
incarnation not allow Jesus to just be considered a “good moral teacher”? 

• Have you ever received a gift that was needed, but also a challenge to your pride? Why does 
God require salvation to be a gift like this? (Hint: check out Judges 7:1-3, Ephesians 2:1-10) 

• The light is ready to shine into your darkness. Is this a gift you are willing to receive?  
 



Additional Resources: 

• C.S. Lewis’ “Lord, Liar, Lunatic” argument - https://www.goodreads.com/quotes/6979-i-am-
trying-here-to-prevent-anyone-saying-the-really 

• Bart Ehrman’s claim that the Lord, Liar, Lunatic argument of C.S. Lewis is unsound, and the 
claim that Jesus’ did not claim Divinity in the Synoptic Gospels - https://ehrmanblog.org/the-
problem-with-liar-lunatic-or-lord-for-members/ 

• Rebuttal to the claim the C.S. Lewis’ “Lord, Liar, Lunatic” argument is unsound - 
https://www.thegospelcoalition.org/blogs/justin-taylor/is-c-s-lewiss-liar-lord-or-lunatic-
argument-unsound/ 

• Rebuttal to the claim that Jesus’ claims to Divinity are not present in the synoptic Gospels - 
http://www.patheos.com/blogs/jesuscreed/2016/03/28/did-jesus-think-he-was-
god/?utm_source=facebook&utm_medium=social&utm_campaign=ScotMcKnightTest&utm_co
ntent=jesuscreed 
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