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As the story unfolds in Netflix’s Stranger Things series, the characters begin to understand who the enemy really is. 

They know they must stand and fight, but first they must learn more about how the enemy works. They begin to 

recognize patterns, tactics, and points of attack. Their awareness allows them to plan a strategy of their own for 

both and effective defense and an eventual counter-attack. Awareness, knowledge, and recognition begin to make 

all the difference in their battle.  

 

The scriptures teach the same approach. Paul, a leader in the early days of Christianity, writes from his prison cell 

in Rome, to Christians in and around Ephesus, a city notorious for its occult activity as well as rampant immorality, 

both of which many of his recipients would have practiced before following Jesus. In order for them to avoid being 

seduced back in to such practices, Paul warns them of the supernatural battle taking place within and around 

them.  

Ephesians 6:12-13 

 

Putting on the armor is one thing, knowing where and how the enemy will attack is something else. That’s why the 

preceding verses call for believers to take their stand through knowledge and awareness of the enemy’s methods 

for attacking them. After all, the armor only works when you’re facing the right direction. 

 

Ephesians 6:10-11 

 

This message teaches that it’s not enough to simply acknowledge the presence of evil. We must become 

knowledgeable of the enemy’s tactics, aware of the enemy’s intent, and learn to recognize how the enemy attacks.  

 

1.Temptation.- James 1:13-15 

 Present the bait while hiding the hook. 

 Justify our own sin.  

 Minimize the effect of sin 

 Make the successful obsessed with their success. 
 
The enemy wants you to believe that God’s boundaries are intended to take away your freedom, rather than 
allowing you to truly be free. 

 

2. Accusation – Zechariah 3:1-2,  Revelation 12:10 

 Make the struggling obsessed with their struggles.  

 Think less of your worth to Christ and Christ’s work for you. 

o Emphasize holiness and cheapen grace –Ephesians 2:8-9 

o Emphasize sin and ignore grace– Romans 5:20 

o Grace without truth is empty sentimentality. Truth without grace is empty brutality. 

 

 Compare yourself to people whose sins are worse than yours. - 1 Cor. 6 :9-10 

 Focus on your sin, not your Savior. 

 

The enemy wants to convince you that sin is too great a mess for God’s grace to overcome. 

 

3.Depression -John 10:10 



 Point out how “well” immoral people are doing. – Psalm 73 

 Point out the losses, suffering, and trials of Christians. 

 Convince you the Christian life is impossible.  

 Convince you that you don’t have what it takes to follow Jesus.  

 

The enemy wants to deplete your vitality through worry and fear; whispering that Jesus’ promise of joy and peace 

is for everyone but you. 

 

When we know the methods of the enemy, we are in the best position to stand in God’s mighty power.  

 

Questions to Ponder 

 What’s the main idea you took away from this message? 

 Discuss the sequence of the Ephesians passage. Why is it important for Paul to mention knowing the 

enemy’s methods before he gives details on the armor itself?  

 Move through all 12 “methods” in today’s message. Which ones pose no threat to you? Which ones are a 

point of weakness? How might the enemy exploit both the strengths and the weaknesses? 

 Kevin mentioned that he condensed the 50+ methods of Thomas Brook’s book into the 12 we studied 

today. What other schemes or methods of the enemy can you think of that weren’t listed? 

 Describe how each of the methods listed can be subtle enough to escape our notice. How will you 

maintain a watchfulness that keeps them from slipping into your life? How does humble obedience to 

Jesus keep you sensitive to the methods of the enemy? 

 Discuss the experience of Jesus’ 40 days in the wilderness with the devil’s methods of temptation, 

accusation, and depression. How do you see these in Jesus’ interaction with Satan?  

 Be sure to check out the conversation between Pastor Kevin and Pastor Jon Thompson on the topic of 

demonic activity.  


