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When there is violence or abuse that robs another of their life or livelihood, most people, unless 
twisted by dehumanizing ideology, have an innate desire to defend and restore the one being abused, 
and for the offender to receive appropriate punishment for their offense. In other words, when an 
injustice has occurred, we want to see justice served.  
 
Miriam-Webster defines justice as “The maintenance or administration of what is just, especially by the 
impartial adjustment of conflicting claims or the assignment of merited rewards or punishments.” 
 
Justice can take several forms. Restorative justice focuses on the relationship between the offender 
and the victim. This is a more redemptive form of justice that sets things right practically and makes 
things right relationally. In contrast, Retributive justice is a perspective that focuses on punishment for 
offenders. This is a much more restrictive form when offences are heinous, and /or offenders are non-
repentant. 
 
Justice served through God’s judgment is the major theme of Revelation 16. The seven bowls are 
similar to seals and trumpets, in that they describe plagues being poured out on the earth.  However, 
the seals and trumpets were warnings, limited in scope to a fourth or a third of the earth (Revelation 
6:8, 9:8). Those warnings and the witness of God’s people created opportunities for restorative justice 
through repentance and a restored relationship with Christ. 
 
But injustice remains as evil and those who participate in evil continue their oppressing God’s people 
and destroying God’s creation. How will a just and righteous God respond? Not with more warnings, 
but with judgment. 
 

Justice is served when evil is judged. 
 
That’s where the seven bowls are different from the seven seals and seven trumpets. Those were 
warnings. The bowls are judgments. They are the beginning of the end. The days of mercy are ending. 
Justice is at hand. What does the judgement of God accomplish? 
 
1. The judgment of God brings accountability for evil. - Then I heard a loud voice from the temple 
saying to the seven angels, “Go, pour out the seven bowls of God’s wrath on the earth.” 
 
These are wine bowls, filled with the wine from the grapes of wrath (14:19) – repetitive sin and refusal 
to repent.  
 
2 The first angel went and poured out his bowl on the land, and ugly, festering sores broke out on the 
people who had the mark of the beast and worshiped its image. 3 The second angel poured out his bowl 
on the sea, and it turned into blood like that of a dead person, and every living thing in the sea died. 4 
The third angel poured out his bowl on the rivers and springs of water, and they became blood. 5 Then I 
heard the angel in charge of the waters say: 



“You are just in these judgments, O Holy One, 
    you who are and who were; 
6 for they have shed the blood of your holy people and your prophets, 
    and you have given them blood to drink as they deserve.” – Revelation 16:1-6 
 

• God is both merciful and just. “A Santa Claus” theology cannot cope with the reality of evil.”  
 

• Mercy has been displayed in the repeated warnings and faithful witness from Jesus and his 
people. Now justice demands accountability for the evil done by those who have rejected the 
mercy of Jesus.  
 

• A God who does not judge evil is not the God of Scripture, but an idol of our own making. 
 
 
2. The judgment of God reveals true character. - One’s response to mercy or to judgement serves to 
reveal their true character. 
 
The fourth angel poured out his bowl on the sun, and the sun was allowed to scorch people with fire. 9 
They were seared by the intense heat and they cursed the name of God, who had control over these 
plagues, but they refused to repent and glorify him. 
 
Surely the day is coming; it will burn like a furnace. All the arrogant and every evildoer will be stubble, 
and the day that is coming will set them on fire,” says the Lord Almighty. “Not a root or a branch will be 
left to them. 2 But for you who revere my name, the sun of righteousness will rise with healing in its 
rays. And you will go out and frolic like well-fed calves. – Malachi 4:1-2 
 
10 The fifth angel poured out his bowl on the throne of the beast, and its kingdom was plunged into 
darkness. People gnawed their tongues in agony 11 and cursed the God of heaven because of their 
pains and their sores, but they refused to repent of what they had done. 
 
This is the verdict: Light has come into the world, but people loved darkness instead of light because 
their deeds were evil. 20Everyone who does evil hates the light, and will not come into the light for fear 
that their deeds will be exposed. 21But whoever lives by the truth comes into the light, so that it may be 
seen plainly that what they have done has been done in the sight of God. – John 3:19-21 
 
12 The sixth angel poured out his bowl on the great river Euphrates, and its water was dried up to 
prepare the way for the kings from the East. 13 Then I saw three impure spirits that looked like frogs; 
they came out of the mouth of the dragon, out of the mouth of the beast and out of the mouth of the 
false prophet. 14 They are demonic spirits that perform signs, and they go out to the kings of the whole 
world, to gather them for the battle on the great day of God Almighty. – Revelation 16:8-14 
 

• Evil always participates in its own destruction. – Grant Osborne 
 
 



3. The judgment of God brings answers to faithful prayer. - And I heard the altar respond: 
 
“Yes, Lord God Almighty, 
true and just are your judgments.” – Revelation 16:7 
 
The prayer of How Long? Echoed in Psalm 13, Psalm 35, Psalm 89, Psalm 94, Habakkuk 1:2, Zechariah 
1:12, Revelation 6:10, is finally answered here.  
 

• We pray because God hears. We pray because God knows. We pray because God acts. We pray 
because God answers, and as we wait for him to answer; we pray. 

 
4.  The judgment of God brings deliverance to the oppressed.  - “Look, I come like a thief! Blessed is 
the one who stays awake and remains clothed, so as not to go naked and be shamefully exposed.” 
 
16 Then they gathered the kings together to the place that in Hebrew is called Armageddon. 
 
The name is one of hope and promise of deliverance. Megiddo  
 

• Judges 5:19 – Deborah defeats Sisera 

• 2 Kings 9:27 – An ally of Queen Jezebel is defeated and dies. 

• Zechariah 12:11 – Day of Lord’s victory 
 

• The name Armageddon (Har-Megiddo - mountain of Megiddo) signals the deliverance of God’s 
people through the destruction of their oppressors. 

 
17 The seventh angel poured out his bowl into the air, and out of the temple came a loud voice from the 
throne, saying, “It is done!”  
 
18 Then there came flashes of lightning, rumblings, peals of thunder and a severe earthquake. No 
earthquake like it has ever occurred since mankind has been on earth, so tremendous was the quake. 
19 The great city split into three parts, and the cities of the nations collapsed. God remembered 
Babylon the Great and gave her the cup filled with the wine of the fury of his wrath. 
 

• All of these are fulfillments of God’s coming in final judgment (see Revelation 4:5, 8:5, 11:19, as 
well as Exodus 19, 20, Psalm 18, Jeremiah 25, Ezekiel 38)  

 
20 Every island fled away and the mountains could not be found. 21 From the sky huge hailstones, each 
weighing about a hundred pounds, fell on people. And they cursed God on account of the plague of hail, 
because the plague was so terrible. – Revelation 16:15-21 
 

• Creation itself is shaking off the curse and being delivered from its own oppression. 
 



• This is still an incomplete picture (see the whole picture in Revelation 19). Before the final 
description of Christ’s coming in chapters 20-22, John circles back to describe in detail what 
brought about the rise and fall of Babylon. Still John’s first readers, everyone up until now, and 
everyone between now and when Jesus returns has this record of Jesus’ irrepressible justice 
and his unstoppable return. Whether this record is a welcome encouragement, or a despised 
threat will make it clear where you stand, and what you can expect. The good news is that 
today is a day of grace; an opportunity for you to follow Jesus toward a future of hope, peace, 
and freedom. 

 
Questions to Ponder 

• Justice is a popular topic today, but the judgment of God remains an uncomfortable topic. Why 
do you think this is so? 

• Discuss the statement, “’A Santa Claus’ theology cannot cope with the reality of evil.” How does 
this help define the interdependent attributes of God as both merciful and just? Why are both 
necessary? 

• How do you navigate the tension between the command to love your enemies with the reality 
that some people have given themselves over to evil? What should the posture of a Christian 
be toward a person seemingly headed for judgment? 

• What do the “How Long O Lord?” prayers teach you about how we pray in the face of injustice? 

• The people of God are portrayed as solid and unmovable pillars of gospel witness and presence, 
often losing their lives for resisting evil as expressed in Satan, the Beast, the False Prophet, and 
Babylon. What modern-day injustices do you see that require the gospel witness and presence 
of God’s people? 

• Discuss Armageddon as a signal of deliverance for God’s people. 

• How does the idea of judgment as a means of deliverance for both Christians and creation help 
make sense of verses 18-21?  


