
Credo: I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s Son, our Lord - Colossians 1:15-20  
Dr. Kevin D. Glenn – Lead Pastor 

 
Jesus is at the epi-center of Christian belief. A mentor of mine once put it this way, “Christ is 
Christianity and Christianity is Christ.” What do we as Christians believe about who Jesus is, and why do 
those beliefs matter to everyone? 
 

What we believe. 
 
1. Jesus is fully God. - The Son is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn over all creation. 16 For in 
him all things were created: things in heaven and on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or 
powers or rulers or authorities; all things have been created through him and for him. 17 He is before 
all things, and in him all things hold together. – Colossians 1:15-17 
 

• Firstborn OVER all creation, not firstborn of creation. This is an indication of authority, not of 
birth order. Firstborn was equal with and over all with the Father. 

 
Everything that began had its beginning in him, therefore he can have no beginning. Everything created 
was created through him, therefore he is uncreated. 
 
 
2. God is fully in Jesus. - For God was pleased to have all his fullness dwell in him – Colossians 1:19 
 
All the fullness – pleroma –All dwell repletively (adverb for being full, glutted, stuffed). 
 

• Trinity is not a pie with three slices, but the whole pie is in Jesus. What about the Holy Spirit? 
Come back next week! 

 
3. Jesus was fully human. - And he is the head of the body, the church; he is the beginning and the 
firstborn from among the dead.  – Colossians 1:18 
 

• Real God became real flesh and died a real death to pay for real sin. He won a real victory over 
death in his resurrection, and offers real hope, real joy, and real peace, by his real and amazing 
grace. 

 
The doctrine has direct application for us. Jesus is not just a baby, not just a teacher, not just a healer, 
and not just a martyr. He is God, and that matters in direct and important ways. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

What it means for you. 



 
1. Our priorities are rearranged around him. - so that in everything he might have the supremacy. – 
Colossians 1:18 
 
He’s not a supplement, he’s not an add-on, he’s not something to round it out. He has supremacy.  
 

• We cannot relate to Christ and retain anything we consider off-limits to his supremacy.  
o Any thought, any belief, any alliance, any allegiance. 

 
Death disease, doctor says I can cure but no more chocolate. You can’t know the supreme One if 
anything other than him is supreme.  
 

• “Christ is either Lord of all, or He is not Lord at all.” – Hudson Taylor 
 
2. Our disordered desires are surrendered to him. And he is the head of the body, the church; he is the 
beginning and the firstborn from among the dead - Colossians 1:18 
 
All the titles ... ending in firstborn from the dead. All that power contrasted with laying it all down in 
death. Why? Love. 
 
The highest form of love to self-giving love. Love for self is third (God, neighbor, self). But we have 
disordered those loves ... self, others (if they contribute to my ends), God (if God contributes to my 
ends). 
 
Christ denied his rights of self-preservation. We are called to deny ourselves in love and service to him 
and to our neighbor. 
 
Who, being in very nature God, did not consider equality with God something to be used to his own 
advantage; 7 rather, he made himself nothing by taking the very nature of a servant, being made in 
human likeness. 8 And being found in appearance as a man, he humbled himself by becoming obedient 
to death—even death on a cross! – Philippians 2: 6-8 
 
You see a drowning person. You have various impulses. One to save the person, the other to preserve 
your own life. This is the great adventure, the great quest of following Jesus. 
 
Think of the great adventure stories - Safety, coziness, security, whisked away to a dangerous quest, 
and are never the same. Bilbo Baggins ... The Stranger Things kids – how was peace and reconciliation 
accomplished? In the quest. - For God was pleased to have all his fullness dwell in him, 20 and through 
him to reconcile to himself all things, whether things on earth or things in heaven, by making peace 
through his blood, shed on the cross. 
 

• You have to get out of the comfort of self-preservation and the disordered desire of self-
centered love in order to join the quest to which Jesus calls us.  

 



Whoever wants to be my disciple must deny themselves and take up their cross and follow me. 35 For 
whoever wants to save their life will lose it, but whoever loses their life for me and for the gospel will 
save it. – Mark 8:34-35 
 

• A life of giving yourself away – “To deny oneself is to disown, not just one’s sins but one’s self, 
to turn away from the idolatry of self-centeredness.” – Charles Cranfield 

 
Denying self, then, is not giving up something, it is giving up someone. It is renouncing and turning 
from one’s old self as the center of life and embracing Christ as the new center of one’s life ... in doing 
so, finding the life we’re meant to live. 
 
 
3. Our ultimate joy is found in him. – making peace through his blood, shed on the cross. – Colossians 
1:20 
 
Joy in giving away? How? How could Jesus face all this and call us to joy? 
 
fixing our eyes on Jesus, the pioneer and perfecter of faith. For the joy set before him he endured the 
cross, scorning its shame, and sat down at the right hand of the throne of God. 3 Consider him who 
endured such opposition from sinners, so that you will not grow weary and lose heart. Hebrews 12: 2-3 
 
Scorned its shame – no self-pity. The joy of what the incarnation accomplished (reconciliation and 
peace) far outweighs the pain and shame of how it was accomplished. The joy of knowing Christ 
outweighs the pain and shame of this world. 
 
Now if we are children, then we are heirs—heirs of God and co-heirs with Christ, if indeed we share in 
his sufferings in order that we may also share in his glory. I consider that our present sufferings are not 
worth comparing with the glory that will be revealed in us. 19 For the creation waits in eager 
expectation for the children of God to be revealed. – Romans 8:18-19 
 
“Truly I tell you,” Jesus replied, “no one who has left home or brothers or sisters or mother or father or 
children or fields for me and the gospel 30 will fail to receive a hundred times as much in this present 
age: homes, brothers, sisters, mothers, children and fields—along with persecutions—and in the age to 
come eternal life. 31 But many who are first will be last, and the last first.” – Mark 10:29-31 
 
God entered this world and all its pain and brokenness in the person of Jesus. Following him does make 
us immune to the pain but makes us part of his quest to overcome it by his power, through by his 
peace and in his love.  
 
Questions to Ponder 

• How did this message impact your understanding of Jesus? 

• The first part of today’s message was doctrine. Why is the doctrine of the incarnation 
something Christians should be clear in understanding? 

• What are some common misunderstandings of Jesus that you’re familiar with? 



• What questions about the incarnation do you still wrestle with? 

• Discuss Hudson Taylor’s quote about Lordship. How do you respond to this in light of the 
scripture’s insistence that Christ is supreme? 

• How do you respond to the “adventure/quest” ideas presented in the message? How is Jesus 
calling you out of a comfortable setting and into an adventure? 

• The joy of knowing Jesus exists and is experienced within the pain of our current life, and in 
anticipation of the life to come. How does this differ from happiness, and how can we explain 
and live our joy in more effective ways? 
 


