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One of the hardest parts of Christmas is keeping a sense of newness in all of the familiarity. 
Traditions can become tiresome and rituals can become mere routine unless we take the time 
to “re-new” the meaning and reason for it all. The same is true of Scriptures often read during 
Christmas. Whether it’s coming from a pastor, a relative, or from Linus in A Charlie Brown 
Christmas, the story of Jesus’ birth can become so familiar that we forget its beauty and 
purpose. 
 
This is how the birth of Jesus the Messiah came about: His mother Mary was pledged to be 
married to Joseph, but before they came together, she was found to be pregnant through the 
Holy Spirit. 19 Because Joseph her husband was faithful to the law, and yet did not want to 
expose her to public disgrace, he had in mind to divorce her quietly. 
 
20 But after he had considered this, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream and said, 
“Joseph son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary home as your wife, because what is 
conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. 21 She will give birth to a son, and you are to give him 
the name Jesus, because he will save his people from their sins.” 
 
22 All this took place to fulfill what the Lord had said through the prophet: 23 “The virgin will 
conceive and give birth to a son, and they will call him Immanuel” (which means “God with us”). 
- Matthew 1:18-24 
 
This morning let’s take some time to renew our understanding of three words that combine to 
describe the greatest name and greatest gift of all. God with us; Immanuel. 
 
1. Jesus is God - 21 She will give birth to a son, and you are to give him the name Jesus, because 
he will save his people from their sins.”22 All this took place to fulfill what the Lord had said 
through the prophet: 23 “The virgin will conceive and give birth to a son, and they will call him 
Immanuel” (which means “God with us”). - Matthew 1:21-24 
 
The simple, straight-forward meaning of Christmas is that the Creator became a human to do 
what no human could do, but what only God himself could do. Jesus is God incarnate. 
 
He identified himself as God. 
Questions about whether Jesus ever identified Himself as God continue to be raised in our day. 
The surest way to answer these questions is to look at the words of Jesus Himself. Perhaps the 
clearest answer, as it is the most explicit claim to deity that our Lord ever made. In saying, 
“Before Abraham was, I am” (John 8:58), Christ asserted that He is Yahweh, the one true 
creator God and covenant Lord of Israel. The religious leaders understood Jesus was claiming to 
be the very God who revealed Himself to Abraham and to Moses (Ex. 3:14). Were that a false 
claim, the religious leaders would have been right to charge him with blasphemy, but Christ 
proved the truth of His claim by doing what only God can do.  



 
He does what only God can do. 
Jesus forgives people their sins. Mark 2:1–12 
God purchased the church with his own blood. - Acts 20:28  
 
He received worship as God. 
Angels and people always deflected worship from themselves. Revelation 19:9-10 

• Magi worshipped Jesus – Matthew 2:11 

• Disciples worship Jesus after he walks on water. - Matthew 14:33 

• Thomas, My Lord and my God – John 20:28 
 
It’s not just that he claimed this, not just that he received worship, but his followers believed it. 
They did more than respect and honor a Messiah, they worshipped him as God. 
 

• Christmas and all it represents only makes sense if the child born to us is also our God 
and Savior. 

 
2. God is with us. - And there were shepherds living out in the fields nearby, keeping watch over 
their flocks at night. 9An angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the Lord shone 
around them, and they were terrified.  
 
Up until Jesus came. When God himself or God’s glory came near, it was a terrifying experience 
(whirlwind, smoking furnace, Pillar of fire, cloud of glory). In Jesus Christ, God has revealed 
himself into a form of “with-ness” 
 
10But the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid. I bring you good news that will cause great joy 
for all the people. 11Today in the town of David a Savior has been born to you; he is the 
Messiah, the Lord. 12This will be a sign to you: You will find a baby wrapped in cloths and lying 
in a manger.” – Luke 2:8-12 
 
Babies invite closeness. You can’t just be in proximity to a baby, you have to be with a baby. 
 

• It’s one thing to experience God generally, it’s another thing to be with God and 
encounter him personally. 

 
Bob Goff talks about a tradition for his lodge in Canada. People crawl under the table and write 
a word. One of his friends wrote simply, “With” – He’s convinced it’s the one word God would 
write. 
 

• “God demonstrated the word ‘with’ is bigger and worthier and more accessible than 
any 10 Bible verses. It doesn’t sound like a big theological statement because it’s not, 
it’s a HUGE theological statement. ‘With’ is God’s purpose for us. It’s the whole reason 
Jesus came.” – Bob Goff, Everybody Always 



3. God is with us. - 21 She will give birth to a son, and you are to give him the name Jesus, 
because he will save his people from their sins.”22 All this took place to fulfill what the Lord had 
said through the prophet: 23 “The virgin will conceive and give birth to a son, and they will call 
him Immanuel” (which means “God with us”). - Matthew 1:21-23 
 
He will save his people. He’s with us. 
 
Who is “us”? Those who’ve been invited, people who are rich and poor, who have it together 
and who don’t. The birth of Jesus and its context begins with a mother pregnant out of wedlock 
and a father unsure of what to do. It goes on to include family and strangers, local shepherds 
and foreign Magi, angels and humans and animals. His ministry would include sinners and 
outcasts, as well as leaders and influencers. Those with nothing to bring, and those who 
brought and surrendered their best to his greatness. “Us” is anyone and everyone who realize 
they need him, who come to worship him, who are willing to receive his gift of life. 
 
No references, no accolades, no barriers, no limits, no excuses. 
 
1. Take off the limitations. He’s God. 
2. Christmas is about being with Jesus. Look at what it cost him to be with you. What’s keeping 
you? 
3. You have to face the reality of Christmas: He is a liar, he is crazy, or he is Lord. 
 
John Wesley, founder of the Methodist movement, uttered these words as he was dying, “The 
best of all, God with us.” John Wesley died with those words on his lips, may we live each day 
with this reality on our hearts. 


