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When was the last time you witnessed a political Q&A that ended with you being amazed ... in a positive sense?  
 
Yet time and again, when Jesus is faced with seemingly impossible questions, his answers amaze both his fans and his 
haters. The exchange in today’s passage is particularly relevant, since it addresses politics.  
 
Jesus was asked a political question and his answer left everyone amazed. What can we learn about politics from Jesus that 
will help us understand how to engage with the political and cultural structures of our time? What would an “amazing” 
Christian response look like?  
 
The answer begins within the question posed to Jesus in Mark 12:13-15: 
 
“Later they sent some of the Pharisees and Herodians to Jesus to catch him in his words. 14They came to him and said, 
“Teacher, we know that you are a man of integrity. You aren’t swayed by others, because you pay no attention to who they 
are; but you teach the way of God in accordance with the truth. Is it right to pay the imperial taxb to Caesar or not? 
15Should we pay or shouldn’t we?” 
 

 Why so serious about this? A “privatized, personal, compartmentalized, non-influential” faith was unheard of in 
this culture. Believing meant doing the work of changing the world. Therefore, faith informed how one lived in the 
world. This tax was a point of controversy because of people’s public manifestations of faith. 

 
1. Domination-If he says no to the tax, he’s calling for open revolt and will be crushed by the authorities.  
 
For though we live in the world, we do not wage war as the world does. 4The weapons we fight with are not the weapons of 
the world. On the contrary, they have divine power to demolish strongholds. 5We demolish arguments and every pretension 
that sets itself up against the knowledge of God, and we take captive every thought to make it obedient to Christ. 6And we 
will be ready to punish every act of disobedience, once your obedience is complete. – 2 Corinthians 10:3-6 
 
Finally, be strong in the Lord and in his mighty power. 11Put on the full armor of God, so that you can take your stand 
against the devil’s schemes. 12For our struggle is not against flesh and blood, but against the rulers, against the 
authorities, against the powers of this dark world and against the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly realms. - Ephesians 
6:10-13 

 
2. Assimilation - If he says yes to the tax, he’s a sellout to Rome and will lose the people.  
 
I have given them your word and the world has hated them, for they are not of the world any more than I am of the world. 
15My prayer is not that you take them out of the world but that you protect them from the evil one. 16They are not of the 
world, even as I am not of it. 17Sanctify them byd the truth; your word is truth. 18As you sent me into the world, I have sent 
them into the world. – John 17: 14-18 

 
3. Fortification - If he retreats or says nothing, he becomes irrelevant to both people and authorities.    
 
This is what the Lord Almighty, the God of Israel, says to all those I carried into exile from Jerusalem to Babylon: 5“Build 
houses and settle down; plant gardens and eat what they produce. 6Marry and have sons and daughters; find wives for 
your sons and give your daughters in marriage, so that they too may have sons and daughters. Increase in number there; do 
not decrease. 7Also, seek the peace and prosperity of the city to which I have carried you into exile. Pray to the Lord for it, 
because if it prospers, you too will prosper.” - Jeremiah 29:4-7 
 



 Kingdom faith was never intended to be a weak, private, passive spiritual inner peace, nor was it to be a faith that 
manifests in domination, assimilation, or fortification. 

  
Are you hiding out, bowing up, or blending in? 
 
4. Incarnation – The Kingdom of God is a movement of people who oppose the kingdoms of this world through a presence 
that that is practically, tangibly, redemptively, compassionately, and intentionally connected to the people of this world.  
 
The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us. We have seen his glory, the glory of the one and only Son, who 
came from the Father, full of grace and truth. – John 1:14 
 
“Then the King will say to those on his right, ‘Come, you who are blessed by my Father; take your inheritance, the kingdom 
prepared for you since the creation of the world. 35For I was hungry and you gave me something to eat, I was thirsty and 
you gave me something to drink, I was a stranger and you invited me in, 36I needed clothes and you clothed me, I was sick 
and you looked after me, I was in prison and you came to visit me.’ 37“Then the righteous will answer him, ‘Lord, when did 
we see you hungry and feed you, or thirsty and give you something to drink? 38When did we see you a stranger and invite 
you in, or needing clothes and clothe you? 39When did we see you sick or in prison and go to visit you?’ 40“The King will 
reply, ‘Truly I tell you, whatever you did for one of the least of these brothers and sisters of mine, you did for me.’ 
 
41“Then he will say to those on his left, ‘Depart from me, you who are cursed, into the eternal fire prepared for the devil and 
his angels. 42For I was hungry and you gave me nothing to eat, I was thirsty and you gave me nothing to drink, 43I was a 
stranger and you did not invite me in, I needed clothes and you did not clothe me, I was sick and in prison and you did not 
look after me.’ 44“They also will answer, ‘Lord, when did we see you hungry or thirsty or a stranger or needing clothes or 
sick or in prison, and did not help you?’ 45“He will reply, ‘Truly I tell you, whatever you did not do for one of the least of 
these, you did not do for me.’ – Matthew 25:34-45 
 

 The Kingdom of God is intended to deal with real poverty, real injustice, real hunger, real spiritual bondage, and 
other real needs. You can’t do that by blending in, hiding out, or bowing up; and you can’t give what you don’t 
have. Don’t try to hide from him, bow up against him, or blend him with your personal religious mix. Bow down to 
him, obey him, follow him. 

 
Questions To Ponder 

 What was the primary lesson that stood out to you in today’s message? 

 Why is the background so important to understand this passage? 

 In what ways do you see the approaches of Christians to politics and culture represented in a posture of 
dominance? 

 Discuss the strengths and weaknesses of this approach (dominance).  

 In what ways do you see the approaches of Christians to politics and culture represented in a posture of 
assimilation? 

 What are the strengths and weaknesses of this approach? 

 In what ways do you see the approaches of Christians to politics and culture represented in a posture of 
fortification? 

 What are the strengths and weaknesses of this approach? 

 The Scriptures, today’s message (and many other messages from Kevin), and the video from Q, all run contrary to 
dominance, assimilation, and fortification. Why then do so many Christians and churches approach politics and 
culture this way? Which of these approaches do you struggle with? Which one does Calvary struggle with? 

 Discuss the approach of incarnation. How does incarnational presence counteract dominance, assimilation, and 
fortification? 

 Discuss the AfterParty podcast on the election. Were you surprised at the diversity within Calvary? How can our 
diversified unity make Calvary a unique voice of reason and redemption in Las Cruces? Check it out at 
cbclascruces.org/messages 


