
Hearing, Knowing, and Doing – James 1:22-25 

What if I told you to stop going to Bible Study? What if I encouraged you to stop listening to sermons from me or 
anybody else? What if I said that best thing for you to do is to do something with what you already know, and to act 
on what you’ve already heard? 

Well, my saying those things might ruffle the feathers of more than a few good Christian folks…okay then, I’ll let 
James say it J 

There’s a big difference between hearing, knowing, and doing, so what should we know about what we should do?  

1. Listening for more information is not the same as hearing ways to engage.  Do not merely listen to the word, and 
so deceive yourselves. Do what it says. – James 1:22 

 “For it is not the hearers of the Law who are just before God, but the doers of the Law will be justified.” – Romans 2:13 

• It is easier, and seems to be safer to hide within the “holy huddles” of the next Bible study. But Jesus calls his 
followers to be “living Bibles”; men and women actively living what they learn with dirty hands, dusty feet, 
and calloused knees. We are the answer to the “so, what?” question.  

2. Seeing the need to change is not the same as seizing the chance to change. “Anyone who listens to the word but 
does not do what it says is like a man who looks at his face in a mirror and, after looking at himself, goes away and 
immediately forgets what he looks like.” – James 1:23-24 

• We’re all in favor of change until we’re required to do something different! 
• "When you're finished changing-you're finished" - Ben Franklin 
• There is a vast difference between a life-improving experience with the teachings of Jesus, and a life 

changing experience with the person of Jesus. 

3.  Acknowledging a principle is not the same as obeying an authority. But the man who looks intently into the 
perfect law that gives freedom, and continues to do this, not forgetting what he has heard, but doing it--he will be 
blessed in what he does.- James 1:25 

• Direction demands surrender, but provides confident freedom. 
• What will you “do”? 

Questions to Dig Deeper 

• How do you understand the distinction between listening and hearing? Talk / think about times you 
“listened”, but didn’t “hear”. How’d that turn out? 

• Do you understand the danger of becoming too dependent on Bible studies? How can you avoid the “holy 
huddle” mentality? 

• In what ways could you and others become “living Bibles” in our church and community? 
• Why do you think change is so difficult? Do you agree with Kevin’s statement, “We’re all in favor of change 

until we’re required to do something different”? What are some things you believe God is calling you to 
really change?  

• How can you be a catalyst for change at Calvary? Where can you plug in and “be” the change we need as a 
church? 

• In what way has the person of Jesus changed your life…not improved, not tweaked, but truly transformed? 
How has Jesus changed your life? 

• How did the example of a map help with your understanding of direction, surrender, and freedom? 
• What needs to be surrendered for you to experience the freedom, direction, and change God wants to bring 

to your life?  


