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We don’t know much about this prophet; even how to properly pronounce his name. He lived 
between the tragedy of the fall of Israel and the impending fall of Judah. It was a time of great 
political, moral, economic, and spiritual turmoil. Injustice and evil went unchecked to the point 
that wicked people felt empowered and faithful people felt abandoned by God.  
 
What do we do with the conflict between who we believe God to be and what we see 
happening around us? How to we process and respond when God’s ways just don’t make 
sense? And how do we continue to live faithfully on this earth when we don’t understand what 
on earth God is doing? In this first message, we’ll see what Habakkuk saw, what he did, what he 
heard, and what it meant.  
 
1.What on earth was going on– 1The prophecy that Habakkuk the prophet received.  
 
Prophecy – Burden, load 
 
2How long, Lord, must I call for help, but you do not listen? Or cry out to you, “Violence!” but 
you do not save? 3Why do you make me look at injustice?  
 
Injustice: “Evil”  
 
As fish are caught in a cruel net, or birds are taken in a snare, so people are trapped by evil 
times that fall unexpectedly upon them. - Ecclesiastes 9:12 
 
You have made people like the fish in the sea, like the sea creatures that have no ruler. 15The 
wicked foe pulls all of them up with hooks, he catches them in his net, he gathers them up in his 
dragnet; and so he rejoices and is glad. 16Therefore he sacrifices to his net and burns incense to 
his dragnet, for by his net he lives in luxury and enjoys the choicest food. 17Is he to keep on 
emptying his net, destroying nations without mercy? – Habakkuk 1:14-17 
 
Why do you tolerate wrongdoing? Destruction and violence are before me; there is strife, and 
conflict abounds. 4Therefore the law is paralyzed, and justice never prevails. The wicked hem in 
the righteous, so that justice is perverted. – Habakkuk 1:1-4 
 
Josiah’s reign was followed by the reign of evil and corrupt Kings (4) It seemed that God was 
doing nothing about it. (2-3) 
 

• What we see happening around us can lead even the most faithful follower to feel that 
God, who promised to never leave us and never forsake us, has done both. 

 



2. What on earth did he do - Habakkuk launches into a way of praying that many would find 
shocking. He is at the same time faithful to his core and shaken to his core. This is interrobang 
prayer.
 
Bold honesty - Why do you tolerate wrongdoing?- 1:3 Why then do you tolerate the 
treacherous? Why are you silent while the wicked swallow up those more righteous than 
themselves? – v.13 
 
Lord, are you not from everlasting  - 1:12 - This is a punishing statement. “You were supposed 
to be ...” 
 
“Most of the 96 occurrences of this in the Bible are in vigorous human arguments,” [when one 
is expressing profound disappointment or disillusionment with their opponent.] “Nothing could 
be more abrupt that the beginning of Habakkuk’s second prayer in verse 12. There is nothing 
like it anywhere else in the Bible. God is not being approached with courtesy and respect. 
Habakkuk is in absolute anguish.” – Francis I. Anderson 
 
2How long, Lord, must I call for help, but you do not listen? Or cry out to you, “Violence!” but 
you do not save? 3Why do you make me look at injustice? Why do you tolerate wrongdoing? 
Destruction and violence are before me; there is strife, and conflict abounds. - 2-4 
 
I am raising up the Babylonians, a that ruthless and impetuous people, who sweep across the 
whole earth to seize dwellings not their own.  – Habakkuk 1:5-6 
 
Faithful wrestling with God.  - My God, my Holy One, you will never die. You, Lord, have 
appointed them to execute judgment; you, my Rock, have ordained them to punish. – Habakkuk 
1:12 
 
Religious Legalism – Better not question – It doesn’t look good 
Humanism – If I don’t get it, I’m walking away  
 
“Look away from me, that I may enjoy life again before I depart and am no more.” - Psalm 39:13 
 
"Go away from me, Lord; I am a sinful man!" - Luke 5:8 
 
Then the whole town went out to meet Jesus. And when they saw him, they pleaded with him to 
leave their region. – Matthew 8:34 
 
“These prayers make no more sense than Peter’s New Testament statement to Jesus, ‘Depart 
from me, O Lord.’ But the very presence of such prayers in the scripture are a witness to God’s 
understanding; he knows how we speak when we are desperate.” Derek Kidner 
 
 



3. What on earth did he hear -  Look at the nations and watch—and be utterly amazed. For I 
am going to do something in your days that you would not believe, even if you were told. I am 
raising up the Babylonians, that ruthless and impetuous people, who sweep across the whole 
earth to seize dwellings not their own.  – Habakkuk 1:5-6 
 
God is working above and beyond you time table, calendar, and perspective.  
 
The exile of the nation scattered them throughout the known world. In the absence of a 
Temple, they set up synagogues throughout the known world. When the Greeks conquered, it 
brought about a lingua franca. Roman conquest brought roads and ease of travel. Christianity 
was first adopted by God-fearers in synagogues, written about in koine Greek, and taken to the 
world via the Roman road system. 
 
Could Habakkuk could have seen that? 
 

• We must be prepared for answers we don’t like, nor understand. 
 
4. What on earth did this mean – For I am going to do something... 
 
I want you to know that through Jesus the forgiveness of sins is proclaimed to you. 39Through 
him everyone who believes is set free from every sin, a justification you were not able to obtain 
under the law of Moses. 40Take care that what the prophets have said does not happen to you: 
 
41“ ‘Look, you scoffers, wonder and perish, for I am going to do something in your days that you 
would never believe, even if someone told you.’ ” 
 
What God said to Habakkuk – that principle finds its ultimate fulfillment in the gospel of Jesus; 
who, shows us perfectly what it means to faithfully wrestle with and ultimately trust God.  
Garden of Gethsemane – Anguish, pain, desperation of the burden – “Let this cup pass. 
Nevertheless.” 
 
He is the ultimate embodiment and fulfillment of what it means to bring salvation out of 
judgement, I will bring justice out of injustice, and peace and redemption out of violence.  in his 
death and resurrection brought salvation, redemption, peace, justice, light, and life out of 
judgement, chaos, injustice, violence, darkness, and death. 
 
Jesus experiences it all, to take it all, and pay it all. In what seemed like the ultimate moment of 
evil, God brought about the greatest expression of loving triumph.  
 
In times of evil, where do you go?  
 
 
 
 



Questions to Ponder 

• How would you describe the kind of environment Habakkuk was in? How is it similar to 
our own time? How is it different? 

• Have you ever felt like Habakkuk (disturbed or disappointed, abandoned) by the 
disconnect between what you expect and what you experience in your faith? 

• Discuss What Habakkuk did and how he did it. How do you respond to his bold and 
honest prayer?  

• How can the interrobang symbol () help us envision and practice a better way of 
praying? 

• Talk about wrestling with God. Do you? Should we? How does that look in your life?  

• How does Habakkuk’s prayer challenge both the legalistic idea that God should never be 
questioned, as well as the humanistic idea that God must always be understood? 

• Discuss the quote from Derek Kidner, “The very presence of such prayers in the 
scripture are a witness to God’s understanding; he knows how we speak when we are 
desperate.” Have you ever prayed like Habakkuk, Jeremiah, David, Malachi, Peter, or 
others who openly wrestled with God? If not, why not? 

• Do you agree or disagree that “It takes and understanding of God’s grace to faithfully 
wrestle; and faithful wrestling produces an understanding of God’s grace. Why? 

• How did Habakkuk’s limited perspective resonate with you? Have you ever come to 
realize God was at work beyond your capacity to understand? Talk about that. How 
might your experience help others. How might it help you in your own walk? 

• How does the link between Habakkuk and Jesus demonstrate Go’s ultimate work in 
bringing hope, justice, and light out of the violence, injustice, and darkness of our 
world?  


