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Last week, we looked at joy in the face of difficulty generally. The passage, however, is very specific to a 
particular and surprising expression of joy: economic generosity. Habakkuk is describing a national crisis 
that is specifically connected to economics, yet he still is compelled to live generously, and expects 
God’s people to do the same.  
 
Though the fig tree does not bud and there are no grapes on the vines, though the olive crop fails and the 
fields produce no food, though there are no sheep in the pen and no cattle in the stalls, 18 yet I will 
rejoice in the Lord, I will be joyful in God my Savior. - Habakkuk 3:17-19 
  
How do we live generously in a time of scarcity? According to Habakkuk and Moses, how you manage 
what you have in times of surplus creates the practical, spiritual, and attitudinal account from which you 
can draw generously, especially in times of scarcity. 
 
1. Generosity is a practical expression of sacrifice. - When you have entered the land the Lord your God 
is giving you as an inheritance and have taken possession of it and settled in it, 2 take some of the first-
fruits of all that you produce from the soil of the land the Lord your God is giving you and put them in a 
basket. – Deuteronomy 26:2 
 
While it would seem most logical to gather the whole harvest (or contracts, or investments, oe gigs, 
etc...), count it up and give based on that amount, but that is not what God’s Word says to do. The 
principle of First fruits giving means we give based on the best, not the rest. 
 
Now Abel kept flocks, and Cain worked the soil. 3In the course of time Cain brought some of the fruits of 
the soil as an offering to the Lord. 4And Abel also brought an offering—fat portions from some of the 
firstborn of his flock. – Genesis 4:2-4 
 

• If you wait until it’s all in, you give out of the surplus, not in a way that impacts how you live. 
Surplus is that part that you can afford to give without it changing the way you live. 

 
However, the king said to Araunah, "No, but I will surely buy it from you for a price, for I will not offer 
burnt offerings to the LORD my God which cost me nothing." – 2 Samuel 24:24 
 

• Good times there’s a surplus – in evil times there’s scarcity. If you give sacrificially in good times, 
you are already prepared for the day when there’s no surplus. 

 

• God calls us to give our firstovers, not our leftovers.  
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 2. Generosity is an act of spiritual joy.  - 4 The priest shall take the basket from your hands and set it 
down in front of the altar of the Lord your God. 5 Then you shall declare before the Lord your God: “My 
father was a wandering Aramean, and he went down into Egypt with a few people and lived there and 
became a great nation, powerful and numerous. 6 But the Egyptians mistreated us and made us suffer, 
subjecting us to harsh labor. 7 Then we cried out to the Lord, the God of our ancestors, and the Lord 
heard our voice and saw our misery, toil and oppression. 8 So the Lord brought us out of Egypt with a 
mighty hand and an outstretched arm, with great terror and with signs and wonders. 9 He brought us to 
this place and gave us this land, a land flowing with milk and honey; 10 and now I bring the firstfruits of 
the soil that you, Lord, have given me.” Place the basket before the Lord your God and bow down before 
him. 
 
The offering was joined by a testimony of God’s grace and goodness. The land out of which my crop 
grows or on which my herds graze is a gift from God. By his hand, it has come to me.  
 

• Giving is connected to the Gospel. What you have is not really yours. Your talent, your skill, your 
ability to do what you do to make what you make is a gift on loan to you from God. I only have 
what I have to give because of the radical generosity of God, in whom is my joy. Therefore, I give 
out of the joyful generosity by which I have been given so much. 

 

• You are never allowed to just give from a distance – this is the difference between seeing giving 
as tipping God and trusting God. 

 
“For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also. - Matthew 6:19-20 
 

• Your money goes most to what you love most.  
 
3. An attitude of generosity is a tangible expression of grace. yet I will rejoice in the Lord, I will be joyful 
in God my Savior. 
 
Habakkuk moves this up to another whole level; what if there is no harvest, no livestock, no resources? 
Are we still called to give? How does Habakkuk inspire such a call? 
 

• If we only look at grumpy Habakkuk, we won’t be inspired at all; just discouraged, frustrated, or 
equally grumpy. But Habakkuk points beyond himself to the One in whom he finds joy, strength, 
and the means to be generous. 

 
And beginning with Moses and all the Prophets, he (Jesus) explained to them what was said in all the 
Scriptures concerning himself. - Luke 24:27 
 
When I look to Jesus, and his sacrificial, joyful, and grace filled giving of his life then we CAN live and give 
like Habakkuk. It’s all about the costly grace Christ has already given. 
 

• “Costly grace is the gospel which must be sought again and again and again, the gift which must 
be asked for, the door at which a man must knock. Such grace is costly because it calls us to 
follow, and it is grace because it calls us to follow Jesus Christ. It is costly because it costs a man 
his life, and it is grace because it gives a man the only true life. It is costly because it condemns 
sin, and grace because it justifies the sinner. Above all, it is costly because it cost God the life of 
his Son: “ye were bought at a price,” and what has cost God much cannot be cheap for us. 
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Above all, it is grace because God did not reckon his Son too dear a price to pay for our life, but 
delivered him up for us. Costly grace is the Incarnation of God.” - Dietrich Bonhoeffer, The Cost 
of Discipleship 

 
Jesus gave not just to the point of changing his life, he gave to the point of losing it. When his costly 
grace becomes your treasure, you can’t help but imitate his gracious generosity. Which brings glory to 
Christ and good to the world. 
 
Then you and the Levites and the foreigners residing among you shall rejoice in all the good things the 
Lord your God has given to you and your household. – Deuteronomy 26:11 
 

• When you are shaped by the grace of Jesus so much that you give sacrificially and joyfully, then 
your money becomes an expression of grace.  

 
Your giving keeps ministries going that liberate people spiritually, and it helps the poor and abandoned, 
which liberates people physically. When God’s grace liberates you, your giving becomes a way for God’s 
grace to liberate others. 
 

• What kind of ministry would we be able to provide if everyone gave the way you give? 
 
Questions to Ponder 

• Kevin said he was very surprised to learn of the connection to the offering of first-fruits and 
generosity in Habakkuk 3:17-18. Did the connection surprise you as well? Why or why not? 

• Talk about the principle of sacrificial giving. How does it challenge your understanding of giving? 
Distinguish sacrificial giving from reckless giving (being irresponsible in the name of 
“generosity”). 

• How do the passages in 2 Samuel and Genesis demonstrate sacrificial giving? 

• Talk about the first-fruit offering’s instructions on how to present the offering (with a testimony 
of God’s provision), how does this challenge a mindset of giving that’s focused more on what “I” 
am giving away to/for God rather than a focus on giving back to God a portion of what’s been 
given to us? 

•  Discuss Kevin’s quote that joyful giving, “is the difference between tipping God and trusting 
God.” 

• If Jesus is right, and our heart is where our treasure is, then where does your bank account say 
your heart is? 

• How do you process the way Habakkuk doesn’t point to himself as the example of generosity? 
How did the Gospel connect him to a life of generosity in scarcity? How does the Gospel make 
the same connection for you? 

• What difference should this make in your personal giving practices?  

• What does Calvary’s financial report say about the practical, spiritual, and attitudinal health of 
our own giving? So, what do you think God is calling us to do about that? 

• If everyone at Calvary gave like you give, would we be in a season of surplus or scarcity? 

• What have been your biggest takeaways from this series? What did you like best? What did you 
like least (no fair saying today’s message; that’s too easy!)? 


