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Earlier this week, we heard announcements that social distancing measures would remain in effect 
through the month of April. More specifically, the President warned that the next two weeks would be 
very tough and very painful, before things get any better. While I appreciate the President’s words, 
they come when many of us were hoping to already be on the other side of the curve – already in the 
light of better days, open businesses, getting back to our offices, and physically meeting together again 
for worship. The disappointing and disorienting reality, however, is that we’re not there yet.   
 
How do we face the disorientation and discouragement of stressful and uncertain times?  
 
That’s what Habakkuk is all about. In today’s teaching, God tells Habakkuk how things will get worse 
before they get better. However, what God describes is surprisingly familiar and surprisingly hopeful. 
God’s words to Habakkuk provide us two very important handles by which we can hold firm to our 
faith in uncertain times. 
 
1. Grasp how evil works – Hint: It’s not just “them.”  
 
“THEY are the source of OUR problems.” The Bible doesn’t allow for such simplicity. 
 
This chapter lists all sorts of “sins” indicative of a rotten culture, verses 5 and 18 bookend the section 
with two sources that aren’t so remote. 
 
The first bookend is pride. - Habakkuk 2:4-5 
 
While God is describing the Babylonians, he has not shifted from also describing the seed of such 
destruction present in the one who lives by faith. The very reason the Babylonians were coming was 
because of the repetitive sins of idolatry and rebellion of the people of Judah.  
 
Like the Babylonians who have completely given themselves over to it, we also want to cover ourselves 
with glory.  
 

• “Pride in the religious sense is the arrogant refusal to let God be God. It is to grab God’s status 
for one’s self. In the vivid language of the Bible, pride is puffing yourself up in God’s face. Pride 
is turning down God’s invitation to join the dance of life as a creature in his garden and wishing 
instead to be the Creator, Independent, reliant on one’s own resources. Never does pride want 
to pray for strength, ask for grace, plead for mercy, or give thanks to God. Pride is the grand 
illusion, the fantasy of fantasies, the cosmic put-on. – Lewis Smedes 

 

• Pride is at one end of the source of every form of evil in this world, from the Babylonians to you 
and me.  

 



The other book end is idolatry. - Habakkuk 2:18-19 
 

• “But the line dividing good and evil cuts through the heart of every human being. And who is 
willing to destroy a piece of his own heart? ... Confronted by the pit into which we are about to 
toss those who have done us harm, we halt, stricken dumb: it is after all only because of the 
way things worked out that they were the executioners and we weren't.” - Aleksandr 
Solzhenitsyn, The Gulag Archipelago 

 

• You want to know the source of evil in every evil time? It’s prideful and idolatrous people like 
you and me. Do you want to know the answer to evil in every evil time? It’s the hope of gospel 
grace. 

 
2. Embrace how hope works. - Hint: It’s in the mess. 
 
Our hope is in God’s sovereignty - Habakkuk 2:20, Genesis 50: 18-21 
 

• God is in charge AND we are responsible for our choices. 
 
Our hope is in God’s glorious love. - Habakkuk 2:14    
 

• We want to be known, loved, validated, affirmed, and to be gloried. There is a full and final 
satisfaction for this longing. It is in being known, loved, validated, affirmed, and clothed in the 
glory of God’s grace.  

 
Questions to Ponder 

• Discuss some examples of blaming that you see in our world today. Are there certain folks you 
tend to blame for the evils in our society? Why? 

• How does this passage apply to aggression toward Asian-Americans being reported? 

• Explore the following passages: Joshua 5:13-15, Matthew 22: 15-22, 34-37. Describe how these 
passages demonstrate God not settling for an “either or” simplicity. 

• Why is it important to observe that Habakkuk does not allow for a similar type of simplicity in 
our tendency to place blame? 

• How do you respond to the way God describes the Babylonians while doing so in a way that 
reveals the seeds of pride and idolatry in us all? 

• Why is it important for us to realize our similarity to the Babylonians as God calls us to be 
different? 

• Discuss Lewis Smedes’ comment on pride. Do you agree? Why or why not? How does this 
definition help you understand and describe pride? 

• Discuss the idolatry of traditional and progressive cultures. Why do those in one so often vilify 
the other while ignoring their own sin? How do you respond to immorality, exploitation, and 
environmental sin all being described in this chapter? 

• How do you process the seemingly random and surprising placement of the passages of hope in 
chapter 2? 



• Why are BOTH Divine sovereignty AND Divine love necessary for real hope? 

• How do you describe sovereignty and responsibility? How does the passage from Genesis 50 
help? 

• Where is your hope? Where is your source of identity, value, and glory? Are you chasing it 
through empty “likes,” or finding it in the unconditional love of Jesus?     
 


