
 

Keep Calvary Strange: Growing - Luke 15:1-32 

The church in America is undergoing a transformation . . . and we’re part of it one way or another. Either 
we will contribute to its continued decline, or be part of a movement to embrace a renewed vision of 
what it means to be the church. Calvary has already started to experience an exciting period of growth. 
The question is; will this present period of growth result in an abundant future? That all depends. Our 
future will require revised approaches, reimagined paradigms, and a revived commitment from each of 
us.   

The leadership of Calvary serious about being part of a transformation; we want to change our city, our 
nation, and the world by changing the church. How can you participate? 

Embrace the vision of what, who, how, when and where the church is.  

Engage in the transformation taking place among difference-making churches. 

To become a place and people of GRACE, each one of us is invited to embrace and engage 

Get acquainted 

Now the tax collectors and "sinners" were all gathering around to hear him. 2  But the Pharisees and the 
teachers of the law muttered, "This man welcomes sinners and eats with them." 

“Let not a man associate with the wicked, even to bring him near to the law.” – Rabbinic Teaching 

Embrace a vision of what church is: inclusive community, not an exclusive club 

  “Hospitality is not optional for Christians, nor is it limited to those who are especially gifted for 

it. It is, instead, a necessary practice in the community of faith. One of the key Greek words for 

hospitality, philoxenia, combines the general word for love or affection for people who are 

connected by kinship or faith (phileo), and the word for stranger (xenos). Thus, in the New 

Testament, hospitality is closely connected to love. 

Respond to Christ - "Suppose one of you has a hundred sheep and loses one of them. Does he not leave 
the ninety-nine in the open country and go after the lost sheep until he finds it? 5  And when he finds it, 
he joyfully puts it on his shoulders 6  and goes home. Then he calls his friends and neighbors together 
and says, 'Rejoice with me; I have found my lost sheep.' 7  I tell you that in the same way there will be 
more rejoicing in heaven over one sinner who repents than over ninety-nine righteous persons who do 
not need to repent. 

8  "Or suppose a woman has ten silver coins and loses one. Does she not light a lamp, sweep the house 
and search carefully until she finds it? 9  And when she finds it, she calls her friends and neighbors 
together and says, 'Rejoice with me; I have found my lost coin.' 10  In the same way, I tell you, there is 
rejoicing in the presence of the angels of God over one sinner who repents." 

11  Jesus continued: "There was a man who had two sons. 12  The younger one said to his father, 'Father, 
give me my share of the estate.' So he divided his property between them. 13  "Not long after that, the 
younger son got together all he had, set off for a distant country and there squandered his wealth in wild 
living. 



20  So he got up and went to his father. "But while he was still a long way off, his father saw him and 
was filled with compassion for him; he ran to his son, threw his arms around him and kissed him. 

'Quick! Bring the best robe and put it on him. Put a ring on his finger and sandals on his feet. 23  Bring 
the fattened calf and kill it. Let's have a feast and celebrate. 24  For this son of mine was dead and is 
alive again; he was lost and is found.' So they began to celebrate. 

25  "Meanwhile, the older son was in the field…All these years I've been slaving for you and never 
disobeyed your orders. Yet you never gave me even a young goat so I could celebrate with my friends. 30  
But when this son of yours who has squandered your property with prostitutes comes home, you kill the 
fattened calf for him!' 31  "'My son,' the father said, 'you are always with me, and everything I have is 
yours. 32  But we had to celebrate and be glad, because this brother of yours was dead and is alive 
again; he was lost and is found.'" 

Embrace a vision of who church is for: those not here…yet 

 The focus in each parable is exterior…toward the one that is lost. 

Acquire Wisdom - The proverbs of Solomon son of David, king of Israel: 2 for gaining wisdom and 
instruction;  for understanding words of insight; 3 for receiving instruction in prudent behavior, doing 
what is right and just and fair; 4 for giving prudence to those who are simple, knowledge and discretion 
to the young—5 let the wise listen and add to their learning, and let the discerning get guidance—6 for 
understanding proverbs and parables, the sayings and riddles of the wise. 7 The fear of the Lord is the 
beginning of knowledge, but fools despise wisdom and instruction. – Proverbs 1:1-7 

Embrace a vision of how people grow 

 5 catalysts  

 practical teaching  

 personal ministry  

 private disciplines  

 pivotal circumstances  

 providential relationships 

 

Connect with Culture - "Suppose one of you has a hundred sheep and loses one of them ... Or suppose a 
woman has ten silver coins and loses one ... There was a man who had two sons ...” 

Embrace a vision of when we are:  

 EPIC – Experiential, Participatory, Image Rich, Connected  

Engage in Ministry - There are different kinds of gifts, but the same Spirit distributes them. 5 There are 
different kinds of service, but the same Lord. 6 There are different kinds of working, but in all of them and 
in everyone it is the same God at work. 7 Now to each one the manifestation of the Spirit is given for the 
common good.- 1 Corinthians 12:4-7 

Embrace a vision of where church happens 

  “The place God calls you to is the place where your deep gladness and the world’s deep hunger 

meet.” – Frederick Buechner 

Embrace and Engage 



Embrace the reality that this vision will go nowhere without everyone’s engagement 

1. Connect - This builds community 

2. Serve - This builds your faith 

3. Give – This increases your trust 

4. Invite - This expands your reach 

Which side of the transformation will you embrace and engage? 

Questions to Dig Deeper 

 Discuss Calvary’s vision as you understand it. What is clear about it? What remains unclear? Do 
you support this direction? Why or why not? 

 Why do you think Calvary has experienced the growth it has in 2016? What elements of this 
phase do you want to see continued or even added to? What elements of this phase concern 
you? Why? 

 How do you respond to the report on giving, missions,   

 How have you connected, served, or given to the church in the past? Was it worth the time, 
energy, and resources you invested? Why or why not? 

 Have you ever invited a friend to church? If so, talk about your experience. 

 When you think about connecting, serving, giving, or inviting, which appeals to you? Why? 

 When you think about connecting, serving, giving, or inviting, which challenges you? Why? 

 What step can you take this week to connect, serve, give, and invite? How can this group 
support you? 

 If everyone engaged at your level, would Calvary have a future?  

 What change do you need to embrace today? 

MOVING FORWARD  

If you feel any sense of ownership of what’s happening at our church or if you want to feel a sense 
ownership, here’s what you can do: connect in a group, serve on a team, give a percentage, and invite a 
friend. 
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