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At a conference a few years ago, I took advantage of some down time to visit my hometown. I 
planned to go by my high school, visit the Fire Dept, go by my family’s old homestead, my 
home church, and High School. 
 
Memory lane was not at all familiar. The fire station had moved and was surrounded by a 
security gate. None of the people on shift that day knew who I was. The homestead had been 
subdivided and is now owned by people whose last names are NOT Glenn. My home church has 
a pastor I don’t know, a youth pastor I don’t know, and people I don’t know. My high school 
was a mess. I couldn’t find my way around for all the new buildings, one of which was sitting on 
the place I used to park my car. 
 
All that I was familiar with had changed and it was disorienting. It didn’t feel like home 
anymore. I tried to find my way out of town, but got turned around because of the new roads. 
In my frustration I left believing that Auburndale, FL had lost its way, was a bad place, I even 
said, “that’s not my hometown anymore!” 
 
I’ve since come to understand that many of those changes were necessary. The school is bigger, 
the Fire department’s new location gives it better access to main roads for quicker response 
time. Glenn road is now in a commercial district due to the growing economy for the city. Those 
who are no longer at my home church have moved on to other effective sorts of ministries. 
 
 Was the problem with Auburndale, or with me? It was with me, but disrupted familiarity is a 
problem for many of us. 
 

• A study out of Harvard Business School in 2007 found in summary, that “What is familiar 
becomes predictable and what is predictable is preferable, even if it is not necessarily 
profitable. Such application is consistent among people, places, things, and ideas.” 

 
So when familiar expectations are disrupted, it can bring out strong reactions.  
 
I think this is a big reason people walk away from Jesus. There are moments when the 
comfortable, predictable, safe, and sanitized-for-our-protection Jesus with whom we are 
familiar is revealed to be a Jesus we realize we never really knew. 
 
There are seasons when Jesus leads us off the well-trodden path into places that are altogether 
unexplored, untamed, and unpredictable. 
 
There are the realizations that the Jesus we thought had been relegated to a convenient and 
controlled place in the back of our minds suddenly and without our consent rocks our world, 
rattles our cage, and disrupts our comfort.  
 



When Jesus goes back to his hometown of Nazareth, he is met by people that have lived in the 
same place, thinking the same thoughts, and doing the same things for years, even generations. 
They watched Jesus grow up. They were familiar with Jesus, but they were about to experience 
a Jesus that disrupted their familiarity 
 
…so they tried to throw him off a cliff.  
 
What does their reaction to the Jesus they knew so well reveal about our own view of Jesus? 
 
This passage raises questions that just might reveal a Jesus we’re familiar with, but never 
really knew. 
 
1. Has familiarity limited my expectations of Jesus?  14 Jesus returned to Galilee in the power 
of the Spirit, and news about him spread through the whole countryside. 15 He was teaching in 
their synagogues, and everyone praised him. 16 He went to Nazareth, where he had been 
brought up,  
 
Nazareth was a small out of the way town. North of the fertile land of the Mediggo valley, it 
was never considered prime real estate from a scenic or political point of view. This was a tight-
knit community with a reputation of being protective and set in their ways. 
 
and on the Sabbath day he went into the synagogue, as was his custom. He stood up to read, 17 
and the scroll of the prophet Isaiah was handed to him.  
 
First record of synagogue – Torah reading was prescribed, prophets were selected by reader. 
Jesus deliberately chose this passage for his hometown crowd. 
 
Unrolling it, he found the place where it is written: 
18 “The Spirit of the Lord is on me, 
    because he has anointed me 
    to proclaim good news to the poor. 
He has sent me to proclaim freedom for the prisoners 
    and recovery of sight for the blind, 
to set the oppressed free, 
19     to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor.” 
20 Then he rolled up the scroll, gave it back to the attendant and sat down. The eyes of 
everyone in the synagogue were fastened on him.  
 
21 He began by saying to them, “Today this scripture is fulfilled in your hearing.” 22 All (were 
speaking well) spoke well of him and were amazed at the gracious words that came from his 
lips.  
 
They would have expected an application heard many times before, in fact since they had just 
celebrated a jubilee year, the passage would have been fresh on their minds -  they were the 



prisoners, the blind, the oppressed. God had delivered yesterday, and would deliver them 
someday. What Jesus said was altogether unfamiliar … something that was supposed to happen 
in the Messianic age – not now, not him, not here …  
 
Amazed – ek-ples-o, to strike with panic, to strike one out of their senses, a knockout blow. 
 

• What if I lived in expectation of the unpredictable? 
 
2. Has my familiarity created contempt for Jesus? “Isn’t this Joseph’s son?” they asked. 23 
Jesus said to them, “Surely you will quote this proverb to me: ‘Physician, heal yourself!’ And you 
will tell me, ‘Do here in your hometown what we have heard that you did in Capernaum.’” 
 
Process of paradigm change: Stability, Discontinuity, Disembedding, Transition, Reformation – 
Alan Roxburgh, Crossing the Bridge: Leadership in a Time of Change. 
 

• When things start to get predictable, I start fastening my seatbelt because God's about 
to rock my world. 

• What if we saw disorientation as a necessary part of growth? 
 
3. Does Jesus need to offend my familiarities in order to reveal a new direction? 24 “Truly I 
tell you,” he continued, “no prophet is accepted in his hometown. 25 I assure you that there 
were many widows in Israel in Elijah’s time, when the sky was shut for three and a half years 
and there was a severe famine throughout the land. 26 Yet Elijah was not sent to any of them, 
but to a widow in Zarephath in the region of Sidon. 27 And there were many in Israel with 
leprosy in the time of Elisha the prophet, yet not one of them was cleansed—only Naaman the 
Syrian.” 
 
They were tracking with Jesus until his sermon didn’t sound familiar – salvation for the Gentiles, 
outsider, sinners and YOU as the Messiah? 
 
And they took offense at him. – Mark 6:3 
 
Offense - (skan-dal-id'-zo) – to see in another what I disapprove of and what hinders me from 
acknowledging his authority: to cause one to judge unfavorably or unjustly of another. Since 
the man who stumbles or whose foot gets entangled feels annoyed, it means to cause one to 
feel displeasure at a thing; to make indignant toward another or a thing. 
 
Jesus is pointing out the repetitive pattern of God’s people missing God’s presence. They have 
learned nothing from the mistakes of the past. They’d become so familiar with their echo-
chamber thinking that it had lulled them to sleep. Salvation is here, but your same-old same-old 
tradition has made you blind. 
 
To what extent does this describe the “discomfort” reported to me felt by members of Calvary 
whenever real-life issues (like economic injustice, pornography, sexuality, abuse, racism, etc...) 



are brought up in sermons? (Yes, it happens every time) If these issues are part of the Biblical 
narrative, why is there such bristling from “Bible-believing” Christians when they are raised? 
 
28 All the people in the synagogue were furious when they heard this. 29 They got up, drove 
him out of the town, and took him to the brow of the hill on which the town was built, in order 
to throw him off the cliff.  
 
Furious – Thumos – a motion like a violent wind, a rage. 
 

• “You will know the truth and the truth will make you mad.” – Aldous Huxley 

• “Jesus disrupts our peace before distributing his.” – Leonard Sweet 
 
4. Could familiarity isolate me from knowing Jesus? 30 But he walked right through the crowd 
and went on his way. 31 Then he went down to Capernaum, a town in Galilee, and on the 
Sabbath he taught the people. 32 They were amazed at his teaching, because his words had 
authority. - Luke 4:14-32 
 

• The people of Nazareth would rather follow the Jesus in their minds, than the one in 
their midst. Don’t become familiar with their mistake. 

• What if we made ourselves at home with unfamiliarity? 
 

o “Imagine yourself as a living house. God comes in to rebuild that house. At first, 
perhaps, you can understand what He is doing. He is getting the drains right and 
stopping the leaks in the roof and so on; you knew that those jobs needed doing 
and so you are not surprised. But presently He starts knocking the house about 
in a way that hurts abominably and does not seem to make any sense. What on 
earth is He up to? The explanation is that He is building quite a different house 
from the one you thought of - throwing out a new wing here, putting on an extra 
floor there, running up towers, making courtyards. You thought you were being 
made into a decent little cottage: but He is building a palace. He intends to come 
and live in it Himself.” 

 
 

• Jesus calls, he invites. If we’d rather remain in bondage, we can. Sometimes those 
closest in proximity are furthest in relationship. 

 

• The best kept secret of God’s kingdom is that it is crammed into ordinary life all around 
us.” – John Frye – Jesus Gave People Mind Cramps 

 
Blessed are you when Jesus disrupts the familiar. You’ll find Jesus even better than you 

imagined. 
 

Questions To Ponder 



• Has your walk with Jesus become boring, predictable, or overly familiar? Why do you 
think this has happened? 

• How could the familiarity create a Jesus that conforms to your level of comfort, 
predictability, and safety? Why would this be dangerous to your faith? 

• Are you willing to follow Jesus into unfamiliarity, unpredictability, and disorientation? 

• Has the familiar Jesus in your mind ever been confronted with a different Jesus in your 
midst? How did you respond? 

• Think about the process of change. How have you experienced this? 

• Discuss the “discomfort” (defined as, could we please not talk about this stuff in 
church?) Kevin described whenever difficult issues are raised in sermons. Why is this 
present? Are there correlations to this and the reactions Jesus got from his hometown 
crowd? Kevin believes this passage demonstrates the importance of pushing through 
the “discomfort” in order to become a truly active and engaged faith community. Do 
you agree? Why or why not? 

• Think about the quotes Kevin shared, “You will know the truth and the truth will make 
you mad.” And “Jesus disrupts our peace before distributing his.” Where is Jesus 
disrupting your life? What does he want to accomplish from this disruption?  

• Put yourself in the sandals of a citizen of Nazareth when Jesus came home. Would you 
have walked away, tried to push him off the cliff, or follow him? What will you do 
today?  

• What was the most important lesson in this message for you? 


