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The last thing one might expect a Christ-follower to experience on Resurrection Sunday is 
disappointment.  

But it happens. In fact, it happened on the very first Resurrection Sunday.   

The good news of Jesus is a message of hope, life, victory, and faith. It's exciting to read about people 
who left everything to follow Jesus, but some of the same people also became overwhelmed with 
difficulty when following Jesus didn’t turn out like they thought it would. In the gap between what they 
expected and what they experienced, they wondered if Jesus was really as great as they had come to 
believe. What can their stories teach us when we find ourselves in the same place?  

The messages over the next few weeks are for anyone and everyone in that gap.  We’ll take a walk 
with the doubters, the disillusioned, the discouraged, and the disappointed. We’ll come to see how the 
gap between expectations and experience is usually right where we need to be, because it’s exactly 
where Jesus loves to show up. 

Today we join two very disappointed disciples. They were devoted followers of Jesus whose journey 
with him brought hope and meaning to their lives. Now they were leaving Jerusalem having witnessed 
Jesus’ brutal and unjust death. Everything they thought they believed in was now in question, and their 
world has been turned up-side down. Their story raises questions for everyone who has been 
disappointed with God. 

1. Does walking away really end the conversation?  - Now that same day two of 

them were going to a village called Emmaus, about seven miles from Jerusalem. They were talking 
(converse, consort) with each other about everything that had happened. As they talked and discussed 
(argued, debated) these things with each other, Jesus himself came up and walked along with them; 
but they were kept from recognizing him. –Luke 24:13-14 

•  “Not all who wander are lost.” – J.R.R. Tolkien – Tolkien knew that wandering and lostness 
are not the same.  

 “Where is God? This is one of the most disquieting symptoms. When you are happy, so happy that you 
have no sense of needing him, so happy that you are tempted to feel his claims upon you as an 
interruption, if you remember yourself and turn to him with gratitude and praise, you will be-or so it 
feels-welcomed with open arms. But go to him when your need is desperate, when all other help is 
vain, and what do you find? A door slammed in your face, and a sound of bolting and double bolting on 
the inside. After that, silence. You may as well turn away. The longer you wait, the more emphatic the 
silence will become. There are no lights in the windows. It might be an empty house. Was it ever 
inhabited. It seemed so once. Why is he so present a commander in our time of prosperity and so very 
absent a help in our time of trust?” ...  

•  “I have gradually been coming to feel that the door is no longer shut and bolted. Was it my 
own frantic need that slammed it in my face? The time when there is nothing at all in your 



soul except a cry for help may be just the time when God can’t give it: you are like a 
drowning man who can’t be helped because he clutches and grabs. Perhaps your own 
reiterated cries deafen you to the voice you hoped to hear. You must have a capacity to 
receive, or even omnipotence can’t give. Perhaps your own passion temporarily destroys 
the capacity.” - C.S. Lewis, A Grief Observed 
 

• Sometimes we need space before we’re ready to get close again. 
 

2. What if God is closer than you think? As they talked and discussed these things with 

each other, Jesus himself came up and walked along with them; but they were kept from recognizing 
him.-Luke 24:15-16 

• Our lack of awareness doesn’t change God’s activity. 

• As wandering and lostness are not the same, being in the desert doesn’t mean you are 
being deserted. 

• "We are always coming in on something that is already going on." - Eugene Peterson 

• Jesus entered knowing they needed to be brought to a place of understanding. 

• “I say to atheists not that they’re wrong, but that they lack patience. The interpretation that 
God is silent or dead isn’t patient enough. We need the virtues of faith, hope and love to 
see God through his apparent hiddenness.” - Czech Fr. Tomas Halik, winner of the 2014 
“Templeton Prize” (the “Theological Nobel”) 

 

3. What if good questions need to be asked before good answers can be 
accepted? He asked them, "What are you discussing together as you walk along?" They stood still, 

their faces downcast. One of them, named Cleopas, asked him, "Are you only a visitor to Jerusalem and 
do not know the things that have happened there in these days?" "What things?" he asked. "About 
Jesus of Nazareth," they replied. "He was a prophet, powerful in word and deed before God and all the 
people. The chief priests and our rulers handed him over to be sentenced to death, and they crucified 
him; but we had hoped that he was the one who was going to redeem Israel. And what is more, it is the 
third day since all this took place. In addition, some of our women amazed us. They went to the tomb 
early this morning but didn't find his body. They came and told us that they had seen a vision of angels, 
who said he was alive. Then some of our companions went to the tomb and found it just as the women 
had said, but him they did not see." -Luke 24:17-24 

• They had correct information, they could recite the script. It wasn’t theirs. Questions make 
things personal, questions reveal true belief, questions reveal value. 

• “Questions are never indiscreet, answers sometimes are.” - Oscar Wilde 

• “Jesus doesn’t answer questions here, he asks them. God, who has all the answers doesn’t 
guide us by dictating the answers to us, rather he asks us questions that draw out from us 
what we’re really looking and longing for”.- Erwin McManus 



 

4. What if faith is stronger after it’s been broken? He said to them, "How foolish you 

are, and how slow of heart to believe all that the prophets have spoken! Did not the Christ have to 
suffer these things and then enter his glory?"  

• “Christian growth has never been dependent on ideal environments and perfect conditions ... 
Christians grow best where they are stuck ... – A.J. Swoboda 

And beginning with Moses and all the Prophets, he explained to them what was said in all the 
Scriptures concerning himself. As they approached the village to which they were going, Jesus acted as 
if he were going farther. But they urged him strongly, "Stay with us, for it is nearly evening; the day is 
almost over." So he went in to stay with them.  Luke 24:25-29 

• “People are generally more persuaded by the reasons that they have themselves discovered 
than by those that have come into the minds of others.” – Blaise Pascal 

• "There is a great difference between believing something still and believing it again." - G.C. 
Lichtenburg  

KINTSUGI – art of broken pottery repaired and displayed. Broken places are stronger and become 
the source of beauty from the healing that’s taken place. 

 

5. What if disappointment gives life to recognition? When he was at the table with 

them, he took bread, gave thanks, broke it and began to give it to them. Then their eyes were opened 
and they recognized him, and he disappeared from their sight. They asked each other, "Were not our 
hearts burning within us while he talked with us on the road and opened the Scriptures to us?  

o The women expected to embalm a corpse. Mary believed Jesus to be a gardener 
because she watched him die. 

o Peter’s disappointment in his own strength and his retreat was the death of him – when 
he recognized Jesus on the seashore, he was reborn.  

o The disciples’ hiding in fear was the death of their misunderstood expectations. When 
Jesus appeared, their faith was rebuilt and reborn. 
 

• Disappointment is the death of an expectation, but often precedes the resurrection of even 
greater and unexpected hope. 

"They got up and returned at once to Jerusalem. There they found the Eleven and those with them, 
assembled together and saying, "It is true! The Lord has risen and has appeared to Simon." Then the 
two told what had happened on the way, and how Jesus was recognized by them when he broke the 
bread. While they were still talking about this, Jesus himself stood among them and said to them, 
"Peace be with you."- Luke 24:30-35 

• “Believing in Jesus is not the same as believing things about him.” – Frederick Buechner 



• What if the death of our vision of Jesus is necessary to recognize him?  

Blessed are disappointed runaways – they have a front row seat to resurrection. 

Questions to Ponder 

• Why were these two disciples disappointed with Jesus? Are you surprised that a godly 
person would be disappointed with in this way?  

• Have you ever been disappointed with God? How? What did you do or want to do about 
it? 

• In what ways do you think you could become more aware of how God is active around 
you? 

• Discuss C.S. Lewis’ description of a drowning person. How does this impact your 
understanding of God’s response to our fear? 

• Have there been times when you realized God was active without you being aware of it 
at the moment? 

• Have you encountered God during times of uncertainty? 

• What do you think of the way in which Jesus interacted with these two travelers? Why 
do you think he asked them questions before providing answers? 

• What major questions, doubts, issues do you have in your faith journey? 

• In light of today’s message, and the invitation given, will you choose to remain on the 
journey with God, or remain where you are right now? 

• How would your life change if you chose to follow Jesus on the journey? 

• What is the most important lesson in this message for you? 

 


