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This series began on Easter. Most of us think that Easter is a one and done holiday, but in reality, it’s an 
entire season! The early church called this season Eastertide. It marks the 40 days Jesus was on the 
earth after he rose from the dead, along with Pentecost, the day the New Testament church was born 
ten days after he ascended to heaven. 
 
So, what was Jesus doing during that time? After resurrection, Jesus could have done anything, yet we 
see what mattered most. Jesus spent Eastertide restoring people. Jesus showed himself to be greater 
than whatever had taken away their hope. Then he called them to the work of restoration in our world.  
 

Who did Jesus encounter in this time, and how can what he did for them help us today? 
 
1. Appears on road to Emmaus. – Greater than my Disappointment - but we had hoped that he was 
the one who was going to redeem Israel ...  
 
Why is Emmaus important? “Messiah,” Judas Maccabeus. Overthrew a government and established a 
dynasty of God’s people in their promised land with a legitimate priesthood for about 100 years.  
They were going back to the last place a Messiah won in the way they understood. 

• Began campaign in 167 B.C. 

• Thwarted invasion at Emmaus in 166 B.C. (10 greatest battles) 

• Cleansed Temple in 164 B.C.  

• Celebrated with “Hosanna’s” and Palm Branches – war horses and chariots 
 
Jesus appears on a donkey – royal and peaceful. This shows not a political conversion, not a military 
conversion, but a better kingdom than any they could establish in their own.  
 

• The gospel of Jesus disrupts and confronts every other ideology that says it has a better way of 
transforming culture. The gospel transforms through the truth of Jesus, the grace of Jesus, and 
the love of Jesus. 

 
There are so many in our city who have experienced the burn-out, disillusionment, and the gut 
wrenching disorientation of being let down.  
 
“Were not our hearts burning within us while he talked with us on the road and opened the Scriptures 
to us?”- Luke 24:21, 32 
 

• “I have found God’s address. It is at the end of my rope.” – Dallas Willard 

• Jesus comes to lift up the disappointed.  
 
 



2. Appeared to Thomas – Greater than my Doubt - “Unless I see the nail marks in his hands and put my 
finger where the nails were, and put my hand into his side, I will not believe.” 26 A week later his 
disciples were in the house again, and Thomas was with them. Though the doors were locked, Jesus 
came and stood among them and said, “Peace be with you!” 27 Then he said to Thomas, “Put your 
finger here; see my hands. Reach out your hand and put it into my side. Stop doubting and believe.” 28 
Thomas said to him, “My Lord and my God!” 
 – John 20: 25-28 
 
Thomas hears of others’ encounters and wants to believe, but he can’t.  
 

• “The heart cannot rejoice in what the mind rejects.”  - C. S. Lewis  

• Jesus provides the satisfaction Thomas’ mind needs in order for his heart to follow. 
 
Jesus invites us to come to him with the doubts, questions, concerns, and objections that need to be 
addressed so that we can participate in his mission. 
 
Our community has people searching with questions about science, art, suffering, apologetics, 
philosophy; people who often want to believe, but need more evidence.  
 

• Jesus comes to provide satisfaction to skeptics. 
 
3. Appears to Peter – Greater than my Failures – Jesus meets him and calls him from his nets. Peter 
follows but returns to those nets. Boasts of his devotion, but denies Jesus and departs in utter despair, 
but Jesus finds him, calls him, and makes breakfast for him.  
 
When they had finished eating, Jesus said to Simon Peter, “Simon son of John, do you love me more 
than these?” “Yes, Lord,” he said, “you know that I love you.” Jesus said, “Feed my lambs.” 16 Again 
Jesus said, “Simon son of John, do you love me?” He answered, “Yes, Lord, you know that I love you.” 
Jesus said, “Take care of my sheep.” 17 The third time he said to him, “Simon son of John, do you love 
me?” Peter was hurt because Jesus asked him the third time, “Do you love me?” He said, “Lord, you 
know all things; you know that I love you.” Jesus said, “Feed my sheep.  – John 21:15-17 
 
The three questions mirrored the Jewish custom of asking the family if they loved the lamb. Without 
love, there was no sacrifice. Peter is restored because the sacrifice has been made. He is given the 
purpose of being a feeder of sheep. Peter fails, and Jesus makes him a feeder of sheep. 
 
Every one of us knows someone who has experienced failure, beginning with knowing our own 
failures. Our city is full of failures, all of whom need the restoration of Jesus.  
 

• Jesus pursues failures. He meets their hunger for restoration with purpose for the future. 
 
 
 



4. Appears to the world through one diverse people – Greater than our Fragmentation - When the 
day of Pentecost came, they were all together in one place. 2 Suddenly a sound like the blowing of a 
violent wind came from heaven and filled the whole house where they were sitting. 3 They saw what 
seemed to be tongues of fire that separated and came to rest on each of them. 4 All of them were filled 
with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other tongues[a] as the Spirit enabled them. 5 Now there 
were staying in Jerusalem God-fearing Jews from every nation under heaven. 6 When they heard this 
sound, a crowd came together in bewilderment, because each one heard their own language being 
spoken. – Acts 2:1-6 
 
Why highlight all the differences?  
 

• Multiple languages; one voice. Multiple tongues; one understanding. Multiple people; one 
Spirit of God uniting them all. Where languages once divided, now they are heard in diverse 
unity.  

 
Acts 9. Paul, a Pharisee dedicated to religious/ethnic purity, he is known as a fierce opponent to the 
church. He was committed to tearing apart the church. Jesus appears and changes everything. “This 
man is my chosen instrument to proclaim my name to the Gentiles, and their kings, and to the people of 
Israel.” - Acts 9:15 
 
Paul spends the rest of his life preaching the gospel of reconciliation – being reconciled to God, and the 
necessity of being reconciled to each other in Christ. Because we are reconciled to God, we can 
confidently work to unite the church around Christ alone, so that the world may see Christ in our unity, 
and come to know Christ personally.  
 
Brokenness and fragmentation are devastating realities for many in our community today. Walls of 
division are easier to build than bridges of understanding, so the walls get built. 
 

• Jesus came to heal the brokenness within us and among us. 
 
5. Appears to his hidden disciples – Greater than our Fear - On the evening of that first day of the 
week, when the disciples were together, with the doors locked for fear of the Jewish leaders, Jesus came 
and stood among them and said, “Peace be with you!” Again Jesus said, “Peace be with you! As the 
Father has sent me, I am sending you.” 22 And with that he breathed on them and said, “Receive the 
Holy Spirit.- John 20:19, 21-22 

 

It’s understandable that we would be intimidated by the issues of our time. It makes sense that we 
would be tempted to give in to fear. Huddling together to just wait for things to sort themselves out.  
 

• Jesus comes to encourage the fearful. 

• We have a sent-ness from Jesus, but we are not sent alone. We have each other, and we have 
the presence of Christ in the person of the Holy Spirit.  

 



“All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. 19 Therefore go and make disciples of all 
nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 20 and 
teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you. And surely I am with you always, to the very 
end of the age.” – Matthew 28:19-20 
 
He is greater than our disappointment, greater than our doubt, greater than our failures, greater than 
our fragmentation, greater than our fear, and greater than whatever is greater than you right now. 
Because he shows up, he is present, He is here. 
 
Benediction: Spoken Word by Michael Lujan 
 
Questions to Ponder 

• Had you ever heard of Eastertide? What do you think? 

• Of all the messages in this series, which one has impacted you the most? Why? 

• It can be easy to assume that the people who actually saw Jesus would have their act together. 
How do you respond to the fact that each of these passages are about followers of Jesus who 
were disappointed, doubters, failures, divided, and fearful? What a mess! How does this impact 
your view of Jesus? How does it impact your view of who Jesus pursues? How does it impact 
your view of what Jesus wants to do in you? 

• In what other areas do you need Jesus to be present and greater? If you are willing, share this 
with your group so they can pray with you. 

• Don’t forget to check out the Calvary After Party Podcast. We dive deeper into the sermons and 
discuss various other issues and questions. Send your questions about the sermon or anything 
else to podcast@cbclascruces.org. 
  

 


