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What happens when a God-fearing, influential, respectful, well-mannered, successful, and Scripture-
believing young man asks Jesus how he can improve, only to have Jesus tell him that the way forward 
demands the young man part with all he worked for?  
 
He walks away. Wouldn’t you? Why would Jesus respond to his respectful questions with such 
impossible demands? Was Jesus is simply asking too much of this young man? 
 
The story of the rich young ruler illustrates the reason many choose to walk away from Jesus. We 
think what Jesus asks is intended to hold us back or keep us down, take our stuff, zap our strength, 
or rob our status. 
 
But what if there’s another angle? What if asking too much was Jesus’ way of smashing assumptions, 
challenging notions, and tearing down limitations the young man couldn’t even see? What if asking too 
much is Jesus’ way of setting him, and us, free? What if Jesus asking too much is something we should 
welcome rather than reject?  
 

How do I know when Jesus asks too much? 
 

1. When Jesus doesn’t think like I do. 25 Indeed, it is easier for a camel to go through the 

eye of a needle than for someone who is rich to enter the kingdom of God.” 26 Those who heard this 
asked, “Who then can be saved?” 27 Jesus replied, “What is impossible with man is possible with God.” 
– Luke 18:25-27 
 
Why was it so hard? Because of the assumptions about God. 

• Prosperity/success=blessings=God’s approval 

• Poverty/Trials=sin=God’s punishment 
 
Hyperbole – The impossible compatibility a camel or rope and a needle. The metaphor tells a story. 
Powerfully reverses established expectations. 
 
Jesus pointed to a tragedy people assumed signaled God’s judgment (Luke 13:1-4) 
Psalms and Prophets point to righteous poor an and unrighteous rich (Ps. 73, 94; Jeremiah 12:1-2) 
 
Much of what we have “clarified” needs to be clouded; and much of what we want to make cloudy, 
Jesus clarified.  
 

• “It ain’t the parts of the Bible that I can’t understand that bother me, it is the parts that I do 
understand.” – Mark Twain? 

 
 



2. When what I want from Jesus is not what Jesus thinks I need. A certain ruler 

asked him, “Good teacher, what must I do to inherit eternal life?” 19 “Why do you call me good?” Jesus 
answered. “No one is good—except God alone. 20 You know the commandments: ‘You shall not 
commit adultery, you shall not murder, you shall not steal, you shall not give false testimony, honor 
your father and mother. – Luke 18:18-20 
 
People approach Jesus for several reasons: To get something, to follow, to confront him. The rich 
young ruler wanted something else wanted from Jesus: validation. 
 
Good teacher (flattery/credential), What must I do? (entitlement, status, privilege, self).  
The man lacks the humility of the tax collector, faith of the children, and the penitence of Zacchaeus 
(19:1-10). His attitude is more like the self-righteous Pharisee (vv. 9-14), who is confident in his 
standing before God on his own effort of “keeping” the law.  
 
Therefore, Jesus’ response focuses on the commands dealing with how we relate to others. 
 
While this rich young ruler believed he had his act together before God, Jesus suggests that the very 
possessions he counted as blessings were actually liabilities holding him back from the relationship he 
wanted with Jesus. He wanted validation, but Jesus points out that he needs freedom from the grip of 
materialism entitlement, and privilege. 
 

• “He wanted approval … but he wasn’t ready to treat Jesus as Lord since he was the ruler. He 
has no intention of letting Jesus compete as the ruler of his life or anything else that 
concerned him.” – Ed Cyzewski  

 

• Jesus will not validate what contributes to our harm.

 
3. When Jesus’ invitation becomes too personal. “All these I have kept since I was 

a boy,” he said. 22 When Jesus heard this, he said to him, “You still lack one thing. Sell everything 
you have and give to the poor, and you will have treasure in heaven. Then come, follow me.” – Luke 
18:21-22 
 
Christians debate this passage and come to two extremes: that it is inapplicable to anyone, or that 
it is a condemnation against wealth for everyone. Neither are correct. 
 
But this isn’t just about money. - Jesus’ ministry was funded largely by wealthy men and women. 
The early church was fostered and funded in the same way and such continues. 
 

• Practical: If he wanted to follow Jesus, he had to lighten up – literally. 

• Personal: Jesus asked the rich young ruler to sell his possessions because that was the most 
certain path to freedom in his particular situation.  
 



• Jesus touches the issue at the heart of this man’s journey. Don’t miss the laser-focused 
gaze of Jesus into your journey by looking around at what Jesus is saying to others. 

 
“Very truly I tell you, when you were younger you dressed yourself and went where you wanted; but 
when you are old you will stretch out your hands, and someone else will dress you and lead you 
where you do not want to go.” 19Jesus said this to indicate the kind of death by which Peter would 
glorify God. Then he said to him, “Follow me!” 20Peter turned and saw that the disciple whom Jesus 
loved was following them. 21When Peter saw him, he asked, “Lord, what about him?” 22Jesus 
answered, “If I want him to remain alive until I return, what is that to you? You must follow me.” - 
John 21:18-22 
 
There is an application as personal and practical for us as it was for the young man at that moment. 
What’s yours? What is “it?” 
 

 
4. When I value what’s keeping me from Jesus more than Jesus himself. 

23 When he heard this, he became very sad, because he was very wealthy. 24 Jesus looked at him 
and said, “How hard it is for the rich to enter the kingdom of God!  – Luke 18:23-24 
 
Heard with comprehension (acoustics) Exceedingly grieved / Exceedingly rich. Went away empty 
due to being too full.  
 
This is not necessarily a story about purging our garages and basements in order to follow Jesus. It’s 
a story that asks what is keeping me from following Jesus. When he asks too much, it’s actually his 
way of inviting us to get rid of what stands between us and the abundant life he calls us to. What 
Jesus offers, we need empty hands to receive. 
 
25 Indeed, it is easier for a camel to go through the eye of a needle than for someone who is rich to 
enter the kingdom of God.” 26 Those who heard this asked, “Who then can be saved?” 27 Jesus 
replied, “What is impossible with man is possible with God.” – Luke 18:25-27 
 
Does Jesus ask too much? Yes. He calls us to lay aside what strains our capacity, limits our journey, 
and diminishes our health. What we let go is what holds us back. Following Jesus is a constant 
process of emptying, receiving, and letting go again. 
 
Blessed are you when Jesus asks too much; you’re being offered more than you can imagine! 
 
Questions to Ponder 

• The confrontation between Jesus and the rich young ruler stemmed largely from incorrect 

assumptions about how one’s wealth or poverty reflected their standing with God. To what extent 

are these assumptions still present today? 



• Discuss the idea of the young man’s desire to be the “privileged exception.” In what ways is this 

a particular temptation for many of us today? 

• How do you respond to point #2? How have your wants been in conflict with God’s giving you 

what you need?  How did you adjust? 

• What are you doing with Jesus’ personal and practical attention to your journey? 

• How do you understand this story after hearing that it isn’t just about wealth and possessions? 

• So, what’s standing between you and the life Jesus is calling you to? Are you ready to lighten 

up? 

• What was the most important lesson in this message for you? 


