
Keep Calvary Strange: Gratitude - Luke 17:11-19 

Yes, Thanksgiving has come and gone, but I’m still eating leftovers. Since we’re still in the “leftover zone,” I 

think we can still talk about what it means to be thankful. Don’t you? 

I know a lot of people who are perpetually happy and a lot of people who are perpetually unhappy. The 

difference in is not their lot in life, or their possessions or their wealth or their number of friends or their 

geographical location or the amount of spare time they enjoy. The happiest people I know are people who are 

grateful. Isn’t that weird? 

Quite frankly, I believe possessing a thankful heart and an attitude of gratitude puts you in a position to get 

more out of life…gratitude is an advantage…gratitude may be weird, but it’s a good weird. 

Today we'll look at a story that illustrates this. Take your Bible and turn to Luke 17. 

In those days, when Jewish people traveled from Galilee to Jerusalem, they would often take a different route, 
adding days to their journey, just to avoid having to pass through Samaria. 

Not Jesus and his disciples. Here they were, on their way to Jerusalem, and Luke picks up the story. 

(v. 12-13) As he was going into a village, ten men who had leprosy met him. They stood at a distance and called 
out in a loud voice, "Jesus, Master, have pity on us!" 

The reason they stood at a distance is because leprosy is a highly contagious disease, and social custom 
required that lepers not come in direct contact with the general population. An entire village could easily 
become infected in a short amount of time, and so lepers were required to live in colonies together, outside 
the city limits. 

(v.14) When he saw them, he said, "Go, show yourselves to the priests." 

Some types of leprosy (or various skin infections) were permanent. Others were temporary; they could be 
treated and healed. The custom was that after a patient with a skin condition had been cured, he was to go to 
the priest and be declared "clean," and then he could become part of society again. When Jesus told the lepers 
to go show themselves to the priest, he was saying, in effect, that they would be healed. And they were. Luke 
writes... 

(v. 14) And as they went, they were cleansed. 

Here's where the story gets a little weird... good weird. What’s weird about gratitude? 

1. Gratitude is outstanding.  (vv.15-18)  15 One of them, when he saw he was healed, came back, praising God 
in a loud voice. 16  He threw himself at Jesus' feet and thanked him--and he was a Samaritan.  

 Being truly grateful puts you in a league of your own, it separates you from the crowd. 

Jesus acknowledges this in today's story. (v. 17-18) Jesus asked, "Were not all ten cleansed? Where are the 
other nine? Was no one found to return and give praise to God except this foreigner?" 



2. Gratitude is an expression not just an emotion. (vv.15-18) One of them, when he saw he was healed, came 
back, praising God in a loud voice. 16  He threw himself at Jesus' feet and thanked him--and he was a 
Samaritan. 

 The whole purpose of gratitude is not that you feel it, but that you show it. If you aren't expressing 
gratitude, then your gratitude does no one any good. Gratitude not expressed is no gratitude at all. 

3. Gratitude opens the door to more to be grateful for. (v.19)  Then he said to him, "Rise and go; your faith 
has made you well." 

When this leper came back to say thank you, he learned a powerful lesson. What did he learn? He learned 
that he had been healed by the power of faith. But this Samaritan leper learned the rest of the story. He 
learned the principle behind his healing -- that God responds to our faith. He learned that his healing wasn't 
just a once-in-a-lifetime lucky break, but that it was connected to a principle of gratitude that can be lived 
out in one's daily life. Because this Samaritan made it a point to express his gratitude to Jesus, he was able to 
learn everything that this miracle could teach him -- and it was a lesson he could take with him for the rest of 
his life. 

 Gratitude makes possible greater understanding of Biblical truth and it gives you a fuller experience 
of life in God. 

Getting weird: Here are a few ideas on how we can express our gratitude. 

Make a list. Probably most of us are guilty of not saying “thank you” enough, so start a list of those to whom you 
need to say thanks. I might be long at first, but by developing a habit of gratitude, you can work to shorten it and 
keep it short. 

Make an effort. Years ago in a church I served, one of the men would often come up to me and say, “I'm not going 
to wait to give you your flowers, I'll go ahead and tell you now…” He would follow that phrase with words of 
compliment and encouragement.  His phrase was in reference to the fact that after someone dies, we send flowers 
and talk among ourselves about what a great person so-and-so was, but why do we wait until they're gone? Why 
do we just assume that they know we're grateful? Don't wait. Don't assume. Do it quickly. Say thank you now. 

3. Make some noise - Make a joyful noise unto the Lord, all ye lands. Serve the Lord with gladness. (Psalm 100:1-2 
KJV 

Make a difference. - Be the blessing you’re thankful for. Are you thankful for your Thanksgiving feast? Share it 
with someone. Are you blessed to have time with your loved ones? Donate time to spend with those who are 
lonely or who have lost loved ones. The holidays can be painful for many. Are you grateful for your new wheels? 
Deliver food baskets or groceries to people with no transportation. Turn your blessings into opportunities to 
become a blessing to someone else.  Develop an attitude of gratitude. It’s weird…good weird. 

Questions to Dig Deeper 

 Why do you think gratitude is such an important issue? 

 What are your thoughts on why 9 of the 10 lepers didn’t return to thank Jesus? 

 Do you observe gratitude being a rare quality in people’s lives? Why do you think this is so? 

 Do you struggle with expressing gratitude? In what ways could you improve in this area? 

 How do you process the idea that gratitude actually creates more for us to be thankful for? How was this 

true for the grateful leper? How have you seen this to be true in life? 

 What will be different about your gratitude attitude this year? 


