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Spiritual gifts can be a mysterious and misunderstood topic, bringing confusion and conflict 
between Christians. Churches have split, and entire denominations of churches have formed 
over disputes regarding spiritual gifts. Some will call into question your faith if you don’t exhibit 
certain spiritual gifts, while others question your faith if you do.  

 
The good news is that the Bible addresses spiritual gifts quite openly. The letter of 1 Corinthians 
was written to a church whose problem was not that people questioned whether or not they 
possessed gifts, and it wasn’t about whether or not they should use them. The issue was how. 
How to keep in mind who gifts come from, what kind of environment to establish for the 
variety of gifts in operation, and in what spirit must spiritual gifts be used.  
 
God gifts his people with grace and works through that gift to spread his love to the world. 
Therefore, the issue of spiritual gifts is too important a matter to be ignored or misunderstood. 
This message points to three “givens” about spiritual gifts. 
 
1. The greatest gift is the giver himself. Now about the gifts of the Spirit, brothers, and sisters, I 
do not want you to be uninformed - ignorant. 1 Corinthians 12:1  
 

• Paul uses charisma - benefit or "gift of grace," over pneumatika “aided by Holy Spirit. 
Less about gifts, more about grace and the giver. 
 

•  “Now I’m living in reverse, seeing good gifts as a glimpse of the giver, not the gifts as a 
giver.” – Jackie Hill-Perry, The Art of Joy 
 

• When a good God gives good gifts we generally tend to twist the list and take the list of 
good gifts that God gives and make general “gods” out of gifts. - Beautiful Eulogy, 
Messiah 
 

• Many expressions in the Corinthian church were carried over from their days of idol 
worship (Apollo, Poseidon, Aphrodite, Asclepius) – since idols were the object, the 
expressions were the focus. Not so with Christ – now the focus is not the gifts, but the 
giver. 
 

2 You know that when you were pagans, somehow or other you were influenced and led astray 
to mute idols. 3 Therefore I want you to know that no one who is speaking by the Spirit of God 
says, “Jesus be cursed,” and no one can say, “Jesus is Lord,” except by the Holy Spirit. - 1 
Corinthians 12:2-3 

 

• The emphasis is not on the benefits and results of the gift, but one's relationship with 
the giver. 



2. It’s our “differents” that make a difference.  - 4 There are different kinds of gifts (benefits, 
expressions, of grace), but the same Spirit distributes them. 5 There are different kinds of 
service (diakonia-office, working ministries), but the same Lord. 6 There are different kinds of 
working (energema-actions energized by grace), but in all of them and in everyone it is the 
same God at work. 7 Now to each one, the manifestation of the Spirit is given for the common 
good. - 1 Corinthians 12:4-7 
 

• Mosaics require drastically variant colors, textures, and shapes to create a coherent 
picture.  
 

• Use of the Trinity to demonstrate the unity in diversity and diversity in unity necessary 
for God to work through the church. 
 

• The church is called to be a “fellowship of differents.” 
 

3. Gifts of the Spirit should never conflict with the fruit of the Spirit.   8 To one there is given 
through the Spirit a message of wisdom, to another a message of knowledge by means of the 
same Spirit, 9 to another faith by the same Spirit, to another gifts of healing by that one 
Spirit, 10 to another miraculous powers, to another prophecy, to another distinguishing between 
spirits, to another speaking in different kinds of tongues, and to still another the interpretation 
of tongues. - 1 Corinthians 12:8-11 
 

• These are representative, not exhaustive, not intended to provide a definitive list to be 
checked off. 

• Vaughn Roberts: Included because they were prevalent and were presumably sources of 
controversy. Witherington: demonstrate variety – Paul comments only on those causing 
problems. 

• The moment gifts of grace are sources of conflict is the moment we know we have 
exchanged God's glory and the common good for my glory and my good. 
 
 

11 All these are the work of one and the same Spirit, and he distributes them to each one, just 
as he determines. 
 

• C. K. Barrett: “All Christians do not receive the same gift, but all gifts come from the 
same Spirit, so there is no room for rivalry, discontent, or feeling of superiority.” 
 

• The gifts of the spirit are important, but the fruit of the spirit – love, is most important. – 
Vaughn Roberts 

 

 



 

Questions to Dig Deeper 

• Discuss Jackie Hill-Perry’s lyrics, “Now I’m living in reverse, seeing good gifts as a glimpse 
of the giver, not the gifts as a giver.” What’s she saying?  

• If the text emphasizes Christ as the giver, rather than the gifts, why do you think we 
over-emphasize the gifts? 

• If the text emphasizes the importance of a diversity of gifts within a united church, then 
why do churches divide over gifts? Does this make denominations a sign of faithfulness 
or disobedience? 

• Discuss what difference the church would make in this world if churches intentionally 
practiced becoming a “fellowship of differents”? 

• Why do you think Paul describes the Trinity as he describes what a diversely united 
church looks like? 

• Describe why it's essential that gifts of the Spirit operate according to the fruits of the 
Spirit. 

 


