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When it comes to making a difference, vision is everything. Vision is utterly indispensable. Vision 

makes us weary of what is and sparks the fire within us toward what should be. Vision demands 

change. Today we begin a series called Grace Anatomy to examine the overall vision of Calvary Baptist 

Church, as well as the vital parts that bring the vision to a functional and healthy reality. 

Calvary’s Vision comes from a set of concerns and convictions about our own church, and the church in 

general:  

• A concern over the downturn of local church effectiveness in reaching their communities with 

the gospel of Jesus. A lack of practical application of biblical truth to real-world decisions, a 

pattern of disconnection from redemptive cultural influence, and a lost understanding of 

vocation as a call to ministry for all believers.  

• Concern over the unbiblical pattern of inward focus, leading to the belief that the church exists 

for the benefit of its existing members. 

• A conviction that the local church is the hope of the world through the power of Jesus Christ. 

• A conviction that the church is to advance the gospel in ways that are faithful to the message, 

while communicating that message in ways that are creative, innovative, refreshing, 

challenging, excellent, and authentic. 

• A conviction that the GRACE of God expressed through the people of God can turn hearts and 

lives of people in Las Cruces toward God. 

• A recognition that Calvary Baptist Church has both an opportunity and a responsibility to 

envision, organize and mobilize toward a future of faithful growth in our church, as well as 

growth in our faithful presence in our community.  

Calvary Baptist Church exists to share the grace of Jesus Christ in Las Cruces and beyond.                                               

Our vision is to be a people and a place of G.R.A.C.E. 

So, what's this GRACE-based vision all about? 

 “A people and place of GRACE” 

“People” – My part is that of an ambassador. 

• Unique fingerprint in advancing and living out the vision. You make it move. Advancing the 

vision, Applying truth to life, investing in relationships, connected to our culture, attitude of 

acceptance, representing Christ in all we do. 

“Place” – My part is that of a host. 



• It’s a good infection, a viral contagion that impacts everyone you encounter with a spirit of 

warm acceptance. Whether it’s here, your home, at work, or at play, you spread the love, 

making any place a hotspot of grace. Environment, Effective Ministries, Engaging Worship, 

Attractive Facilities 

“Grace” is that heartbeat, the lifeblood, the soul, of this vision.  Grace is love that seeks you out when 

you have nothing to give in return.  Grace is unconditional acceptance given to an undeserving 

person, from an unobligated giver. Grace is purely and simply a gift from God to humanity; the gift of 

hope, joy, mercy, and love. 

This morning we’ll examine the first vital part of GRACE Anatomy – Get Acquainted 

At the heart of every human being is the desire to be known and to belong. In addition to that 

knowledge is the desire to be accepted. In other words, when seekers and saints alike encounter our 

churches they are wondering “if they really know me, will they love and accept me?” Getting 

acquainted allows us to be people with arms wide open, faithfully welcoming all people in grace and 

truth. 

1. Getting Acquainted requires common sense and careful distinction. - So in everything, do to others 
what you would have them do to you. -Matthew 7:12 

• Just think about your own desire to belong. Why wouldn’t you be an ambassador for that kind 
of environment?  

• Does acceptance mean approval or affirmation?  

• No, and it doesn’t mean we become careless and foolish in our standards. It means we provide 
a way for anyone and everyone to encounter the transformational grace of Jesus. 

• No, but it doesn’t turn you into the Holy Spirit, either. 

• “It is God’s job to judge, the Holy Spirit’s job to convict, and our job to love” – Billy Graham 
 

2. Getting Acquainted will get you in trouble. - Now the tax collectors and "sinners" were all gathering 

around to hear him. But the Pharisees and the teachers of the law muttered, "This man welcomes 

sinners and eats with them." – Luke 15: 1-2 

There was something that attracted irreligious people to Jesus. There was something so unique, so 

authentic, so real that though they were not religious, they were not put off by his holiness. This was 

off-putting to the most conservative religious leaders of Jesus’ day 

Pros – toward, dekomahee – welcome with open and warm reciprocity. To look forward to, to await, to 

accept. To share a meal in this context was seen as an act of acceptance. 

• Those most unlike Jesus liked Jesus the most. In connecting, Jesus neither compromised his 

integrity, nor did he condone their sinfulness, yet he attracted and accepted them. 



• “I spent my whole life avoiding people Jesus spent his whole life engaging.” – Bob Goff 

• “The Son of Man came eating and drinking, and you say, 'Here is a glutton and a drunkard, a 

friend of tax collectors and "sinners." – Luke 7:34 

• Jesus was misunderstood and misrepresented, so don’t be surprised when people 

misunderstand and/or misrepresent you or our church. You WILL be considered guilty by 

association (just like Jesus was) if you follow his lead.  

• BOB GOFF VIDEO 

3. Getting Acquainted goes beyond friendliness to hospitality. - Be devoted to one another in love. 
Honor one another above yourselves. 11Never be lacking in zeal, but keep your spiritual fervor, serving 
the Lord. 12Be joyful in hope, patient in affliction, faithful in prayer. 13Share with the Lord’s people who 
are in need. Practice hospitality. - Romans 12:10-13 

In a chapter that discusses love for each other, Paul reminds his audience of the necessity to be 

hospitable to outsiders. There is a difference between being friendly and being hospitable. 

• Friendliness implies familiarity…hospitality is extended to strangers, to those on the periphery, 

to those who are new. 

• Hospitality is not optional for Christians, nor is it limited to those who are especially gifted for it. 
It is, instead, a necessary practice in the community of faith. One of the key Greek words for 
hospitality, philoxenia, combines the general word for love or affection for people who are 
connected by kinship or faith (phileo), and the word for stranger (xenos). Thus, in the New 
Testament, hospitality is closely connected to love. Because philoxenia includes the word for 
strangers, hospitality’s orientation toward strangers is also more apparent in Greek than in 
English. – Christine D. Pohl, Making Room: Recovering Hospitality as a Christian Tradition  

Pohl’s book suggests that in order for healthy community to be created and sustained, we must re-
define and re-envision how we see others, and practice hospitality based on that renewed vision. 

• The key to getting acquainted is to see ourselves as hosts rather than guests. 

“As guests, we are basically consumers, concerned about our personal comfort. The experience is all 

about us. How different it is to be a host. In this role, we are focused primarily on serving others. As 

hosts, we are concerned about the comfort of others. The experience is all about them.” – Henry 

Brinton, The Welcoming Congregation: Roots and Fruits of Christian Hospitality 

 “The rule for all of us is perfectly simple. Do not waste time bothering whether you ‘love’ your 
neighbour; act as if you did. As soon as we do this we find one of the great secrets. When you are 
behaving as if you loved someone, you will presently come to love him.” 
 

So, Kevin, you’re saying that anyone, everyone is to be welcome at Calvary? Yes, I am, but what really 
matters is that God’s word is.    

http://biblehub.com/romans/12-11.htm
http://biblehub.com/romans/12-12.htm
http://biblehub.com/romans/12-13.htm


 

• Guests and new acquaintances - Be wise in the way you act toward outsiders; make the most 
of every opportunity. Let your conversation be always full of grace, seasoned with salt, so that 
you may know how to answer everyone. - Colossians 4:5-6 

• Toward friends and familiar faces - Let us not become weary in doing good, for at the proper 
time we will reap a harvest if we do not give up. Therefore, as we have opportunity, let us do 
good to all people, especially to those who belong to the family of believers.-Galatians 6:9-10 

• Toward seekers and skeptics - But in your hearts set apart Christ as Lord. Always be prepared to 
give an answer to everyone who asks you to give the reason for the hope that you have. But do 
this with gentleness and respect. 1 Peter 3:16 

• Toward people we just don’t understand - Keep on loving each other as brothers. Do not forget 
to entertain strangers, for by so doing some people have entertained angels without knowing it. 
Remember those in prison as if you were their fellow prisoners, and those who are mistreated 
as if you yourselves were suffering. Hebrews 13:1-3 

 

“You cannot love a fellow creature fully till you love God.” – C.S. Lewis 
 
Whether you are brand new, or if everyone here knows your name, we want you to feel at home. 

We believe church is a place where you should be able to bring your real life with you. 

Questions to Dig Deeper 

• What are your first impressions of this vision? What resonates with you? What disturbs you? 
Why?  

• In what ways has this vision been a change of direction for Calvary?  

• Do you struggle with the acceptance / approval issue? How does Billy Graham’s quote help? 

• Think about someone you love but do not agree with. How can this part of GRACE-based living 
help you interact with them? 

• What can you do here at Calvary to contribute toward an environment of warmth and 
acceptance? In what ways can you be a host? In what ways can you be an ambassador? 

• Talk about the claim that getting acquainted will get you in trouble. How does a fear of guilt by 
association play into your current willingness to accept and welcome people? Are you willing to 
be misunderstood to follow Jesus in this? Are you willing to be in a church that may be 
misunderstood in this? Why or why not? 

• Talk about the radical hospitality of Romans 12. Why is it so important to emphasize the 
combining of the words for familial love and stranger in this passage? How does this confirm or 
disrupt your previous understanding of hospitality? 

• Why is hospitality more important than fellowship or friendliness? 

• In what ways do you need to see yourself as a host rather than a guest in the life of our church? 
What difference will this make in your thinking and doing as a member of Calvary? 


