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He had a tough childhood, living in poverty, and receiving only one year of formal schooling. 
 
• In 1831 he launched his first business. It failed. 
• In 1832 he ran for the state Legislature. He was defeated. 
• In 1833 he started another business. It failed. 
• In 1834 he was elected to the state Legislature. 
• In 1835 his fiancé suddenly became sick and died. 
• In 1838 he was defeated in a bid for Speaker of the House. 
• In 1840 he was defeated in a race for Elector. 
• In 1842 he married a woman that history says was a source of difficulty for the rest of his life. 
• He fathered four sons, 3 of whom died before reaching age 18. 
• In 1843 he ran for Congress and was defeated. 
• In 1846 he ran for Congress and won. 
• Between 1848 and 1858 he was defeated four consecutive times running for public office. 
Now, let me ask you this. If this were your life story, when 1860 rolled around, would you be inclined 
to run for President of the United States? Obviously, Lincoln did. And his willingness to do so changed 
the world forever. 
 
This week we will discuss what might be the most important topic in the series. If you master this one, 
you will become wise, although your wisdom will come with bumps, bruises, scrapes, scratches, and a 
lot of humility. 

Though a righteous man falls seven times, he rises again, but the wicked are brought down by calamity. 
(Proverbs 24:16) 

Proverbs is saying that the difference between a wise and a foolish person is not determined by 
whether or not they fail. We all fail. The difference between a wise person and a fool is what they learn 
when they go down, and how they get back up. n other words:  

Wisdom is found in the ups and the downs. 
Today we’ll examine 5 lessons for understanding and living out this principle.  

1. Sometimes you trip. Sometimes you get tripped. - Do not lurk like a thief near the house of the 
righteous, do not plunder their dwelling place; 

• This is a warning to the wise and the foolish: 
o To the wise: Right living does not make us immune from immediate difficulty, be it our 

own doing or someone else’s.  
o To the wicked: Those right with God have God as their ultimate protector. 

 



2. God shows up even while you’re down. Though a righteous man falls… 

“Righteous”- right standing with God,  that comes from God.  

“Falls” – the fall reveals there is more to learn, there is room to grow, there is strength to gain, and 
there is hope that is will be seen through. This is a fall with the expectation of rising. Not the same as 
“brought down.” 

Adam/Eve – God still showed up and still called out-where are you? David-God still showed up and still 
called out through Nathan. Peter- 

[I am] confident of this, that he who began a good work in you will carry it on to completion until the 
day of Christ Jesus. (Philippians 1:6) 

3. Falling re-focuses your faith. … seven times, he rises again… 

“Seven times” – complete. Peter  - forgive seven times? Mary Magdalene (seven demons) – complete 
and utter failure.  

When you fail and get back up and try again, you're telling God something. You're saying, "I have faith 
in you, even when I don't have faith in myself. And I will obey you, even when it seems hopeless to 
try." 

Peter 

When he had finished speaking, he said to Simon, "Put out into deep water, and let down the nets for a 
catch." Master, we've worked hard all night and haven't caught anything. But because you say so, I will 
let down the nets." (Luke 5:4-5) 

Early in the morning, Jesus stood on the shore, but the disciples did not realize that it was Jesus. He 
called out to them, "Friends, haven't you any fish?" "No," they answered. He said, "Throw your net on 
the right side of the boat, and you will find some." When they did, they were unable to haul the net in 
because of the large number of fish. Then the disciple whom Jesus loved said to Peter, "It is the Lord!" 
John 21:4-7 

Notice that Jesus expected Peter's attempt when he was inexperienced and after he was seasoned. 
When he was open to new adventures and after he thought he had seen it all. 

There were two kinds of fishing on the Sea of Galilee: 

• Seine/Cast Net fishing was for the small fish, sardines, and done along the northwest shoreline. 

• Gill Net fishing was for the larger, Tilapia (St. Peter’s fish), and done along the northeast shore.  
In John 21 the disciples were sardine fishing.   

Then they threw their nets away from the shore catching the “wrong” fish, with the “wrong net,” on 
the “wrong side” of the boat.  



Don't think I can't use you in ways contrary to what you expect, or in ways that completely surprise 
you! I believe in you, and I expect you to trust me to do in and through you what you least expect!! 

Peter tried again not because he believed in his equipment, his skill, experience, expertise, his crew, 
and certainly not in himself., but because he believed Jesus. Casting his net back into the water was an 
act of faith and obedience. 

• Falls, failures, and flops have a way of revealing how our faith has been misplaced. Faith in 
ourselves, faith in faith itself, or faith in other fallen people and fallen things cannot keep us 
from falling. When Jesus shows up to help us back up, he’s shown again and again (and again) 
to be the only one able and worthy to keep us up. 

4. Others learn from how you fall, and how you get up again. … but the wicked are brought down by 
calamity. 

• “Wicked”-Knowing the way and ignoring it.  

• “Brought Down”- used to describe God’s judgment on sin 

• “Calamity”-malicious activity against others, stemming from a negative inner attitude toward 
God and others.  

Part of wisdom is in learning how to fall. - Judo 

You became imitators of us and of the Lord; in spite of severe suffering, you welcomed the message 
with the joy given by the Holy Spirit. And so you became a model to all the believers in Macedonia and 
Achaia. (1 Thessalonians 1:6-7) 

• The world needs to see the resilience of the wise. The righteous see it and are encouraged. The 
wicked see it and are warned. 

5. The question is not if you’ll trip, but what is revealed when you do. - though the righteous fall ... 
wicked stumble when calamity strikes. 

24 “Therefore everyone who hears these words of mine and puts them into practice is like a wise man 
who built his house on the rock. 25 The rain came down, the streams rose, and the winds blew and beat 
against that house; yet it did not fall, because it had its foundation on the rock. 26 But everyone who 
hears these words of mine and does not put them into practice is like a foolish man who built his house 
on sand. 27 The rain came down, the streams rose, and the winds blew and beat against that house, 
and it fell with a great crash.” – Matthew 7:24-27 

Calamity, trials, falls, trips or other sorts of difficulty are not a sign of righteousness or wickedness. 
They reveal what we've built on, who we're trusting, where we're heading, who and whose we really 
are. 

Only Jesus gives the power to rise from the fall. 

 



Benediction: My Lord God, I have no idea where I am going. I do not see the road ahead of me. I 
cannot know for certain where it will end. Nor do I really know myself, and the fact that I think I am 
following your will does not mean I am actually doing so. 

But I believe that the desire to please you does, in fact, please you. And I hope I have that desire in all 
that I am doing. I hope that I will never do anything apart from that desire. And I know that if I do this, 
you will lead me by the right road, though I may know nothing about it. 

Therefore, I will trust you always though I may seem to be lost and in the shadow of death. I will not 
fear, for you are ever with me, and you will never leave me to face my perils alone. – Thomas Merton 

 

Questions to Ponder 

• The bottom line of today’s message is “Wisdom is found in the ups and the downs.” Why are 
the “downs” necessary? Do you agree with the idea that failure is both common and even 
necessary for developing wisdom? 

• How do you explain the “unfairness” that righteous people suffer at the hands of foolish 
people? Why is this a faith crisis for some? How does God’s promise of ultimate justice provide 
hope? 

• Why is it important for us to know that God shows up when we are down? What if our fall is 
due to our own disobedience; wouldn’t that make God an enabler of our sin? Why or why not? 

• Kevin said that one of the ways we misplace our faith is to put our faith in our faith. How do you 
understand this? How do you distinguish faith in Christ from faith in faith in Christ? 

• How does the fish help you understand struggle, failure, and perseverance? 

• Have you ever considered the way in which your perseverance could be an example to others? 

• If falls and failures reveal where our faith really is, what will your next fall reveal about yours? 

• Use Thomas Merton’s prayer in your own devotion time this week. 


