
Fool-Resistant Friendships: Proverbs 18:24 

Today we'll look at our relationship to our friends. Proverbs says a lot about friendships—about the 
kind of friend we should look for, and the kind of friend we should be. Sometimes, though we don’t 
balance our need for friendship with the patience and trust to choose those friendships wisely. Why? 
Because it is the nature of relationships to influence us and often to direct us. 

 
The ability to choose the right friends is one of the most important skills we will ever acquire in our 
entire lives. If we don’t develop the ability to choose friends wisely, we will probably pick friends who 
will have a powerful negative effect on our lives. 

My friends affect my focus 
Friendship Foundations: 

• Enjoyment – someone we have a good time with 

• Acceptance – Someone who values our company 
a. Because acceptance is such a powerful human need, we will often remain in a 

relationship where we are accepted even enjoyment is replaced by guilt, and even fear. 
 
Proverbs offers an exalted view of friendship that goes beyond surface-level camaraderie to a deeper 
level in which we share our hearts and lives with one another. Solomon said... 
 

A man of many companions comes to ruin, but there is a friend that sticks closer than a brother. – 
Proverbs 18:24 

• Mutual Concern - Genuine concern is when I am more interested in what best for YOU, than I 
am in what’s best for the friendship 

Choosing Friends - A righteous man is cautious in friendship.- Proverbs 12:26 

Understand there are two circles of friends: 

• Circle of Influence: Relationships that I allow to influence my thoughts and actions. 

• Circle of Concern: Relationships where I seek to leverage my influence while deliberately 
limiting the influence on me. 

 

Above all else, guard your heart, for it is the wellspring of life. – Proverbs 4:23 

You are to be friendly to everyone; to show the love of Jesus to everyone. but be selective in who you 
share your heart with. Why? Because your friends affect your focus. 

 

 

 



Signs of a Fool-Resistant Friendship 

1. They Stick Around: A friend will be there to hurt when you hurt and celebrate when you succeed. 
A friend loves at all times, and a brother is born for adversity. – Proverbs 17:17 

Think of the people you call your closest friends. When you hurt, do they hurt? When you win, do they 
rejoice? Obviously, if it's the latter, they're not your friend.  

"A despairing man should have the devotion of his friends, even though he forsakes the fear of the 
Almighty." -Job 6:14 "Even if you go off the deep end and run from God, I'm going to hang in there with 
you until you come to your senses." 

• How precious it is—and how rare it is—to have someone loyal enough stand by you in times of 
both trouble and triumph, but that’s what a true friend does. 

2. They Speak Up: A friend will say what needs to be said. Wounds from a friend can be trusted, but 
an enemy multiplies kisses.- Proverbs 27:6 

This is where genuine concern is often neglected. What needs to be said may be true, but it may 
jeopardize the friendship itself. A true friend will care for you enough to say it anyway. 

 

• A friend will say to you what needs to be said, even if it hurts, but they also say things that build 
your confidence.  “Perfume and incense bring joy to the heart, and the pleasantness of one's 
friend springs from his earnest counsel.” – Proverbs 27:9 
 

3. They Make You Better: A friend brings out the best in you and wants what’s right for you. Do not 
make friends with a hot-tempered man, do not associate with one easily angered, or you may learn his 
ways and get yourself ensnared. – Proverbs 22:24 
 
Whoever you bring into the circle of influence has the capacity to affect the direction and quality of 
your life. 

• “Our friends will always influence, and will often determine the direction and the quality of our 
lives. Not because we planned it, not because we make a decision about it, it is the nature of 
relationships to influence us and often to direct us.” – Andy Stanley  

It is vital we limit that influence to those who will consistently bring out the best in us, and help us 
become even better. 

As iron sharpens iron, so one man sharpens another. – Proverbs 27:17 

• Choose friends that make you sharp. Choose friends with qualities you admire, qualities you 
want to see in your own life. Their character will ultimately rub off on you.  

 



First, I hope you will be selective in choosing friends. And if you're involved in friendships that are 
dragging you down, I hope you will distance yourself from those people, moving them to the circle of 
concern until you are in a position of influence.  

Secondly, I hope today's message will inspire you to examine the kind of friend you are to others.  

Third, I hope you are inspired to consider the friendship of God found in a relationship with Jesus 
Christ.  

A man of many companions comes to ruin, but there is a friend that sticks closer than a brother. – 
Proverbs 18:24 

Greater love has no one than this, that he lay down his life for his friends. 14  You are my friends if you 
do what I command. 15  I no longer call you servants, because a servant does not know his master's 
business. Instead, I have called you friends, for everything that I learned from my Father I have made 
known to you. – John 15:13-15 

Jesus desires to be a friend that loves at all times. 

Questions to Dig Deeper 

• Do you agree that the need for acceptance will over-rule enjoyment? If not, why do so many 
remain in relationships within which they are miserable? 

• Why is the third part of the foundation so important? Why is it so often ignored? 

• How do you respond to the two circles of friendship? 

• What friendships would be in which circle right now? What friendships should be moved? 

• How do you balance loyalty with concern, and with the need to monitor how you are being 
influenced? 

• In what ways have your friends demonstrated the willingness to be there in both your dark and 
bright days? 

• Do you have friends that speak truth to you? How well do you listen to them?  Are you brave 
enough to speak truthfully to your friends? 

• Are you better or worse off because of the influence of your closest friends? 

• How do you respond to the invitation Jesus gives to join him in the context of a friendship?   

 


