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To say this election has been lengthy and ugly might be an understatement. It has frustrated, divided, 
eroded, and otherwise exhausted so many of us in so many ways. Then the results came in, and 
brought not a wave of relief, but another wave of anger, frustration, division, and exhaustion.  
 
There’s one result that should concern followers of Jesus no matter who you voted or didn’t vote for. 
The church looks bad. 42% of Americans believed before the election that people of faith made the 
problems of our nation worse. That number is up in preliminary post-election stats.  
 
In the wake of a political earthquake, a trending hashtag on Twitter has been #whatnow. I think it’s a 
good question for the church and one I think we should be eager to take on.    

 
What now? Let’s be the ones who work and speak in ways to bring people together. 

 
1. Let’s listen. Really listen. No, really, really listen to the genuine concerns and fears of our 
neighbors. - “Let every person be quick to hear, slow to speak, slow to anger.” – James 1:19 

 Listen Patiently 
o Poor listening diminishes another person, while good listening invites them to exist and 

matter. 
 

 See listening as an act of love. 
o “Just as love to God begins with listening to his Word, so the beginning of love for the 

brethren is learning to listen to them.” – Bonhoeffer 

Do nothing out of selfish ambition or vain conceit. Rather, in humility value others above yourselves, 4 
not looking to your own interests but each of you to the interests of the others. 5 In your relationships 
with one another, have the same mindset as Christ Jesus: - Philippians 2:3-5 

o The best ministry you might do today is to listen to someone’s pain all the way to the 
bottom. 

 

 Ask good questions - The purpose in a man’s heart is like deep water, but a man of 
understanding will draw it out. – Proverbs 20:5 

o “Help me understand” is one of the best phrases you can use in life! 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 See listening as a way to be a presence of ministry. 



o “Good listening often defuses the emotions that are a part of the problem being 
discussed. Sometimes releasing these emotions is all that is needed to solve the 
problem. The speaker may neither want nor expect us to say anything in response.” – 
Janet Dunn 

o “Often a person can be helped merely by having someone who will listen to him 
seriously.” - Bonhoeffer 

 
 Listening earns us the right to speak - A fool takes no pleasure in understanding, but only in 

expressing his opinion. – Proverbs 18:2 
o “We must listen with the ears of God so that we may speak the Word of God.” – 

Bonhoeffer 
 

 Willingness to listen reflects the health of our listening to God 
o “He who can no longer listen to his brother will soon be no longer listening to God 

either; he will be doing nothing but prattle in the presence of God too. This is the 
beginning of the death of the spiritual life.” - Bonhoeffer 

 
2. Let’s de-tangle the gospel from our politics. - But Jesus, knowing their evil intent, said, “You 
hypocrites, why are you trying to trap me? Mark 12:18  Jesus replied, “You are in error because you do 
not know the Scriptures or the power of God. – Mark 12:29 

 Jesus is more committed to justice than the most conservative conservative. Jesus is more 
loving and merciful than the most liberal liberal.  

 When you understand the gospel you will speak prophetically to both liberals and legalists; AND 
you’ll be accused of both extremes by both extremes because you serve a Kingdom not of this 
world that is intended to heal this world. Get used to it. 

 “The most important lesson we should learn is that the church must stand against the way 
politics has become a religion, and religion has become politics.” - Russell Moore 
 

3. Let’s Pray. Really pray. No, really, really pray. - I urge, then, first of all, that requests, prayers, 
intercession and thanksgiving be made for everyone--2  for kings and all those in authority, that we 
may live peaceful and quiet  lives in all godliness and holiness. 3  This is good, and pleases God our 
Savior, 4  who wants all men to be saved and to come to a knowledge of the truth.- 1 Timothy 2:1-4 
 

 Should we pray for someone with whom we disagree? Even if they qualify as an enemy, even if 
we think them the most pathetic of human beings, never forget that in the face of hellish sin, 
Jesus prayed for his tormentors. We are people of prayer, it’s what we do… 

As for me, far be it from me that I should sin against the LORD by failing to pray for you. And I will teach 
you the way that is good and right - 1 Samuel 12:23 
 
Questions to Ponder 



 Trump’s election was a surprise even for many of his supporters. Talk about the emotions and 
reactions you have witnessed. Keep in mind people in your group may have different 
perspectives than you. Apply the listening aspects of the message. 

 Do you believe it is important for Christians to be an intentional listening presence right now? If 
not, why not? What biblical principles support your view of disengagement? 

 Talk about the ways it will be easy and/or difficult for you to listen to others. 

 How have you seen the gospel entangled with partisan politics? Many Christians have defended 
this approach. Discuss the passages and their application. How does Jesus’ teaching challenge 
the entanglement of gospel and political power?  

 Discuss Russell Moore’s statement, “The most important lesson we should learn is that the 
church must stand against the way politics has become a religion, and religion has become 
politics.” 

 Talk about the ease and/or the difficulty in praying for our elected officials, specifically how you 
prayed for President Obama (or didn’t) and how you will pray for President-elect Trump (or 
won’t). How do you respond to the passage from 1 Samuel? Why do you think the Bible 
instructs us to pray for those in power and what impact do you think those prayers will have on 
them and on you? 


