
Falling Up: Fallor Ergo Sum, Exodus 2:1-16, Acts 7 
 
What do we do when we fail? Notice I said “when we fail.” Not “if we fail.” 
 
Part of what unites us is our tendency to blow it. St. Augustine was a bit more eloquent when he said 
“fallor ergo sum: I err, therefore, I am” 
 
To one extent or another, every one of us has to face the reality of failure. What have others done? 
 

• Failure Quotes – It sounds as if failure didn’t spell the end for these people. 
 
Yoda’s advice to Luke? Embrace and pass on the valuable lessons that failure provides. “The greatest 
teacher, failure is.” 
 

This series will explore the vast resources of faith that enable us to cope, continue, learn, grow, and 
even thrive through failure. It’s an invitation to the hope and adventure of walking with Jesus through 

seasons of both success and failure. 
 
What if we have a bad start? What if the failure is part of our beginning? Does that doom us to finish 
last, or fail to finish at all? Today we’ll look at the life of someone whose race ended in such a 
spectacular way, that you’d never believe repeated failures almost ended his race before it began… 
 

Exodus 2:1-16 Acts 7 
 
Can you imagine anyone having a more difficult start than Moses? 

• Raised in a generation where a genocide took place 
• Psychological trauma of being raised as an Egyptian, but knowing he was a Hebrew. 
• Who could have guessed Moses would personify what it means to have a relationship with the 

One true God, when his first 40 years was spend in the presence of pagan gods? 
• Who would have dreamed that the name Moses would become synonymous with what it 

means to be a Hebrew of Hebrews when that name was given while he was an Egyptian of 
Egyptians. 

• Who would have planned that a man who had spent 40 years of his life running, hiding and 
leading a small herd of sheep would stand boldly face to face with the most powerful person in 
the world and become the shepherd of a nation?  

• Who could have imagined that God would have entrusted him with the 10 Commandments, in 
light of that glaring episode involving murder? 

 
“This is the same Moses” – Acts 7:35, 37 

 
What contributes to our own false starts? 

 
My biggest blunders in track 
Our greatest mess-ups come when we’re trying to do our best… 



 
False start – I jumped the gun – the moment between was too long too silent, too ominous and I 
missed it. 
 
1. We jump the gun - One day, after Moses had grown up, he went out to where his own people were 
and watched them at their hard labor. He saw an Egyptian beating a Hebrew, one of his own 
people. 12 Looking this way and that and seeing no one, he killed the Egyptian and hid him in the sand. – 
Exodus 2:11-12 
 
25 Moses thought that his own people would realize that God was using him to rescue them, but they did 
not. – Acts 7:25 
  
Life doesn’t come to us the way we want it. The things we long for don’t come to us in the moments 
we so desperately desire It’s so hard to trust God with our lives –  

 
There’s a reason the scriptures say “wait on the Lord…Be still”.  
 

• “Ability may get you to the top, but it takes character to keep you there.” – John Wooden 
• The things that come fast and easy will often take you down  ... fast and easy. 
• God is as interested in the way you get there, as He is that you get there. 

 
2. We freeze in the blocks - 14 The man said, “Who made you ruler and judge over us? Are you thinking 
of killing me as you killed the Egyptian?” Then Moses was afraid and thought, “What I did must have 
become known.” 15 When Pharaoh heard of this, he tried to kill Moses, but Moses fled from Pharaoh and 
went to live in Midian, where he sat down by a well. – Exodus 2:14-15 
 
“Moses fled and sat by a well” – we don’t know where we’re going, we just know what we’re running 
from. 

• This can be time well spent: Spent coming to know ourselves. “Without knowledge of self, 
there is no knowledge of God. – John Calvin. 

• A humble self-knowledge is a surer way to God than a search after deep learning. – Thomas A 
Kempis 

•  “Wisdom can only be discovered after a journey through the wilderness which no one can 
make for us, which no one can spare us.” – Marcel Proust 

33 “Then the Lord said to him, ‘Take off your sandals, for the place where you are standing is holy 
ground. 34 I have indeed seen the oppression of my people in Egypt. I have heard their groaning and 
have come down to set them free. Now come, I will send you back to Egypt. – Acts 7:33-34 
 
This can be the defining moment of your life. You know that tomorrow can be better – You can be 
different – “This is the same Moses” 

3. We fail to secure our footing - But Moses said to God, “Who am I that I should go to Pharaoh and 
bring the Israelites out of Egypt?” – Exodus 3:1  



Reasons and excuses 

Moses said to the Lord, "O Lord, I have never been eloquent, neither in the past nor since you have 
spoken to your servant. I am slow of speech and tongue." Exodus 4:10    

I am often my own worst enemy…it is our decision 

Moses was educated in all the wisdom of the Egyptians and was powerful in speech and action. – Acts 
7:22 

• Moses is unaware of how God has uniquely shaped him for this task. 
 
After 80 years of life…40 in a blurred confusion of identity that culminated in his taking the life of 
another human being, another 40 years of exile, wandering as a shepherd in a foreign land At 80 it all 
begins again. 
 

Security for Moses began not when he took matters his own hands, not when he allowed fear to 
paralyze and trap him, but when he encountered God, and out of that relationship his world was 

turned upside down and his false starts became a breathtaking race and a spectacular finish. 
 
I wonder if you’ve secured your footing…here’s where it begins… 

• You will not fully live the life you are created to live, until you know the One that created you 
to live it. 

• Another deliverer came in the person of Jesus, to lead us out of the bondage of our sin. He is 
the perfect “Moses.” 

• He allowed himself to be crucified. Through his death burial and resurrection he has come to 
you and to me so that our sin and our failure and our fear, and our self doubt, and we can be 
forgiven, and given a chance to start again. 

 
Your past doesn’t have to define your future. Your false starts don’t have to limit a great finish. And in 
between…your life can be breathtaking. 
 
Questions To Dig Deeper 

• What are your thoughts on failure? How has it impacted your life? 

• How have you seen success cause someone’s failure? 

• Discuss Moses’ false start. How did he “get ahead” of what God was doing? In what ways are 
you tempted to be less than patient?  

• Discuss John Wooden’s quote, “Ability may get you to the top, but it takes character to keep 
you there.” How does failure form character? How does the formation of character help us 
avoid larger failures? 

• Has failure or success paralyzed you? What fears are keeping you from moving forward? 

• What do you think was happening in Moses while he was in Midian? Was this important? Was 
it necessary? 

• Discuss the idea that “Wisdom can only be discovered after a journey through the wilderness 
which no one can make for us, which no one can spare us.” 



• How secure is your footing? To what extent do you trust who God is and in who God has 
created you to be? What can you learn from Moses’ interaction with the God in the burning 
bush? 

• How has the good news of Jesus redeemed the failures of your life? 
 


