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Austin and Christi have been married for ten years, and as with any marriage, it’s a lot of work! 
But the specific obstacles they faced and worked through show that no matter what our genetic 
make-up we all can be loved and are loved. 
 
1. We are all created in the ________ of God. – “For you formed my inward parts, you knitted 
me together in my mother’s womb. I praise you, for I am fearfully and wonderfully made. 
Wonderful are your works; my soul knows it very well. My frame was not hidden from you, 
when I was being made in secret, intricately woven in the depths of the earth. Your eyes saw my 
unformed substance.”  - Psalm 139:13-16 
 
The hymn of Psalm 139 focuses on God’s knowledge of our being, prior to any earthly 
knowledge of our individual existence. Our existence is written, every day of our lives. An extra 
chromosome is no surprise to God! It was a part of his miraculous plan from the beginning.  
 
We were woven together in our mother’s womb and that extra chromosome just meant more 
weaving for God. 
 
2. __________ needs to hear the gospel. – “And he said to them, “Go into the world and 
proclaim the gospel to the whole creation.” – Mark 16:15 
 
The bible does not say that only certain people are able to be redeemed. We are called to share 
the share the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ with ALL creation. This includes those with 
disabilities.  
 
In the book of Luke, Jesus calls us to invite those not typically called to the table.  
 
“But when you give a feast, invite the poor, the crippled, the lame, the blind.” – Luke 14:13 
 
In his typical radical form, Jesus is going against the culture of the time; those who were not 
normally invited are being called to the table. We are not to do this for our own personal 
benefit or gain, but because He loves them, and He wants us to love them as well. There is 
great joy that is brought through these relationships. 
 
3. The church _______ people with disabilities. – “For we are his workmanship, created in 
Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared beforehand, that we should walk in them.” – 
Ephesians 2:10 
 



The church is comprised of imperfect believers who are working towards the common goal of 
growing in relationship with Christ and bringing others to know his unending love and grace. 
We are all needed by the church and there is not a person who should not be welcomed. Even 
those with disabilities were created with God given gifts meant to be used within the church.  
 
In a study conducted by the Barna Group, 99% of those surveyed said they were happy with 
their lives, 97% said they were happy with who they are, and 99% said they loved their family.  
 
How can we as the church body support those with disabilities to our family here at Calvary?  

 Pray for the families.  
o Often times, those who care for individuals with disability are overlooked. Offer 

support through prayer and relationship. 

 Get involved 
o This is NEED in our community. By growing and developing a team of trained 

individuals we can open the doors to more individuals and families with 
disabilities.  

 Welcome everyone 
o We are called to love everyone, no matter their background. Let us welcome and 

become a part of their family.  
 
As Christi stated in the video with her husband Austin, “Love is what makes people happy.”  
We are called to love no matter what, as we are all created in the image of our amazing 
heavenly father.  
 
Questions to Ponder: 

 What were your feelings to the video of Austin & Christi? 

 How did Christine Williams story affect your perception on families with individuals with 
Down syndrome?  

 In what ways can you personally get involved in creating a community and place for 
individuals with disability at Calvary?  

 What was most impactful for you in today’s message? 

 What did you learn from today’s message? 
 
 
List of Resources: 

 Down Syndrome Families of Las Cruces 
o http://www.downsyndromefamiliesoflascruces.com 

 National Down Syndrome Society 
o https://www.ndss.org/about-down-syndrome/down-syndrome/ 

 All God’s Children 
o By Catherine Godbey, The Decatur Daily  

 The Ministry of the Church to People with Disability 
o By Fidelis Nkomazana  

http://www.downsyndromefamiliesoflascruces.com/
https://www.ndss.org/about-down-syndrome/down-syndrome/


o International Review of Mission Journal; June 2019, Vol. 108 Issue 1, pg. 65-77 


