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Our empathy, compassion, and eagerness to serve people with disabilities can sometimes get in 
the way of our willingness to be ministered to and served by people with disabilities. It can be 
easy to overlook and miss the benefits of friendship and wisdom that come from the 
experiences of godly men and women with disabilities.  
 
How do we learn and receive ministry from the extraordinary, even while we care for and 
minister to the extraordinary?  
 
1. Never assume you have nothing to learn. – The beginning of wisdom is this: Get wisdom. 
Though it cost all you have, get understanding. 8 Cherish her, and she will exalt you; embrace 
her, and she will honor you. 9 She will give you a garland to grace your head and present you 
with a glorious crown.” – Proverbs 4:7-9 
 
Get it, sacrifice for it, cherish it, embrace it – Go out of your way in giving yourself over to the 
pursuit of wisdom. We don't like the discomfort or the feeling of being in need of instruction, 
but that’s exactly the humility we need to be teachable. 
 

• There are particularly deep and meaningful lessons to be learned from those who have 
struggled and suffered much. Theirs is often a faith with the strongest roots and the 
most nourishing fruit. 
 

• If you want a deep faith, you must walk with those who’ve walked with God in the 
depths. 

 
2. Never underestimate who God can work through. - Moses said to the Lord, “Pardon your 
servant, Lord. I have never been eloquent, neither in the past nor since you have spoken to your 
servant. I am slow of speech and tongue.” 11 The Lord said to him, “Who gave human beings 
their mouths? Who makes them deaf or mute? Who gives them sight or makes them blind? Is it 
not I, the Lord? 12 Now go; I will help you speak and will teach you what to say.” - Exodus 4:10-
12 
 
Nick Vujicic was born without arms or legs. It would have been easy to give up and give in to 
despair, but Nick travels the world sharing a message of hope in Christ. 
 

• “If God can use a man without arms and legs to be His hands and feet, then He will 
certainly use any willing heart!” – Nick Vujicic 

 
3. Never underestimate what God can work through. –  
Joni Eareckson Tada – became a quadriplegic as a teenager after diving into shallow water. 
Over time, she prayed for deliverance, healing, and she eventually prayed for death. She 
couldn't imagine a useful and purposeful life as a paralyzed woman. During her two-year 
rehabilitation, she came to see and embrace the unique way God was working in and through 



her life despite the challenges she faced. Joni emerged with new skills and a fresh 
determination to help others in similar situations.  

She founded Joni and Friends in 1979, which quickly grew to provide Christ-centered programs 
to special needs families, churches, and communities. Joni survived stage III breast cancer in 
2010 and still keeps a very active ministry schedule. Joni has written over 50 books, established 
a ministry that has delivered over 150,00 wheelchairs to people in need all over the world, 
provided camps and retreats for 63K families, and trained 68K church staff and lay leaders for 
disability ministry. Joni is a world-renowned activist for the rights of those with disabilities. Why 
is Joni’s story important? Because Joni Eareckson Tada is a living testimony of the real-time 
application of Luke 4:16-21 

He went to Nazareth, where he had been brought up, and on the Sabbath day, he went into the 
synagogue, as was his custom. He stood up to read, 17, and the scroll of the prophet Isaiah was 
handed to him. Unrolling it, he found the place where it is written: 18 "The Spirit of the Lord is 
on me because he has anointed me to proclaim good news to the poor. He has sent me to 
proclaim freedom for the prisoners and recovery of sight for the blind, to set the oppressed free, 
19 to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor.” 
 
Every observant Jew in the synagogue that day would have understood this passage as 
describing the advent of God’s age of salvation ... someday. Then Jesus turns their world upside 
down ... 
 
20 Then he rolled up the scroll, gave it back to the attendant, and sat down. The eyes of 
everyone in the synagogue were fastened on him. 21 He began by saying to them, "Today, this 
scripture is fulfilled in your hearing." - Luke 4:16-21 
 
What Jesus said then is still binding today. The age of God’s salvation is in progress today. He 
uses people like Joni, like Nick, like Cameron, like Hagan, like Neil and caregivers like Jamie, 
Christine, and Dee, and people who think they are “normal” like you and like me. Christ works 
on, in through, and around, the bondage, blindness, poverty, and oppression of our bodies and 
our souls. He worked through the broken body and broken spirit of Joni, and he can do the 
same through you, no matter what’s been disabled.   
 

• God is never impeded by whatever might impede us. 
 

Questions for Discussion 
• Why do you think it’s easy to overlook the ways we can learn and be ministered to by 

people with disabilities? 
• Discuss Kevin’s statement, “If you want a deep faith, you must walk with those who’ve 

walked with God in the depths.” Why do people with disabilities often possess such 
depth?  

• How is Nick Vujicic an example of point #2? Why do you think he’s such an inspiration to 
so many? What can we learn from his statement, “If God can use a man without arms 
and legs to be His hands and feet, then He will certainly use any willing heart”? 



• Even with stories of people like Joni Eareckson Tada and Neil Gibbs, why do people tend 
to believe God cannot or will not provide purpose and meaning in life in the face of 
challenges like disabilities? 

• What’s been the most meaningful part of this series for you? 
 
Nick Vujicic interview on 60 Minutes:  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tJnJ_fTYofQ 
 
Joni Eareckson Tada’s story: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?time_continue=3&v=WiW3xCQ4C10&feature=emb_logo 
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