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What do Christians believe? That question often sparks more speculation, misinformation, 
misrepresentation, and misunderstanding than it provides accurate answers. An October 2018 report 
in Christianity Today indicated this is because the average Christian in the U.S. today has only a 
“superficial attachment” to what they believe. If Christians struggle with what they believe, it’s no 
wonder people outside the church are also confused.  
 
This summer series is called CREDO, Latin for “I believe.” The goal is to deepen the understanding of 
what Christians believe and why. Our roadmap will be the Apostles Creed, the oldest summary of 
Christian Doctrine we have. It has been a common statement of belief used by the church for 
centuries.  
 
While Christians are in need of clarification regarding their own beliefs, it seems fewer and fewer 
people claim no belief and no religious affiliation at all. Researchers refer to this group as “Nones,” and 
their numbers have steadily grown over the past 20 years.  
 
According to newly released General Social Survey data analyzed by Ryan P. Burge of Eastern Illinois 
University, Americans claiming “no religion”— now represent about 23.1 % of the population, up from 
21.6 %in 2016. People claiming evangelicalism, by contrast, now represent 22.5 % of Americans, a 
slight dip from 23.9 percent in 2016. 
 
So, what is the future of Christian belief in a culture that increasingly claims to have “none”? The 
answer is to take our beliefs to the world, not because the world claims to believe nothing, but 
because in reality everybody believes something.  
 
Today’s passage gives us four realities for understanding and examining the beliefs we hold.  
 
  



1. Everybody believes something. - Paul then stood up in the meeting of the Areopagus and said: 
“People of Athens! I see that in every way you are very religious.  
 
Paul would say the same thing. All human beings live based on how they answer certain questions. 

• Identity – Who am I and why does that 
matter? 

• Autonomy – Why am I here and how do 
my choices matter? 

• Community – Where am I accepted and 
who do I accept? 

• Epistemology – What is my source of 
knowledge and truth? 

 
Within these categories are questions of origin, purpose, mortality, meaning, and morality. The 
answers to each of these are statements of belief. Why? Because they can’t be scientifically proven.  
 

• We live in a society, perhaps the first in history that doesn’t believe it has beliefs.  
 
Berggruen Institute – The hostility in our political system as well as the breakdown of civility and 
communication in general stems from drastically differing worldviews. We don’t share the same beliefs 
about the fundamental questions mentioned earlier.  
 
One’s statement that there is no God, that there are no absolutes, or that they don’t operate by mere 
beliefs is as much a statement of faith as the Christian who states their belief in these things. 
 
So, how do we make progress, what do we do? 
 
2. Understand what you and others believe. - While Paul was waiting for them in Athens, he was 
greatly distressed to see that the city was full of idols. 17 So he reasoned in the synagogue with both 
Jews and God-fearing Greeks, as well as in the marketplace day by day with those who happened to be 
there. A group of Epicurean and Stoic philosophers began to debate with him. Some of them asked, 
“What is this babbler trying to say?” Others remarked, “He seems to be advocating foreign gods.” They 
said this because Paul was preaching the good news about Jesus and the resurrection.  – Acts 17:16-17 
 
Reasoned – dialogemeno – When Paul interacts with people having a completely different worldview, 
he starts with curiosity, dialogue, and patience (day by day).  

• Seek first to understand, then to be understood. – Franklin Covey 

• Stoics - Ignore it – no attachment. -  

• Epicureans - Run from it. No afterlife.  
 
It’s to enter into the worldview of the other through understanding and sensitivity, pointing out the 
weakness from its own premises. 

• Ask good questions – “Unpack that? Help me understand? What about ...?  

• How does he do this?  Demonstrates the basis of their beliefs is insufficient. Their “gods” are 
too small. 



3. Are your beliefs big enough for your morality? - For as I walked around and looked carefully at your 
objects of worship, I even found an altar with this inscription: to an unknown god. So you are ignorant 
of the very thing you worship—and this is what I am going to proclaim to you. 
 
How would he do that today? What is our “Unknown god?” Moral values and obligation. 
 
Afghan custom of sexualizing boys. U.S. Troops could not interfere because to do so would be to 
impose our cultural values on theirs. Bach-Bazi 

• 2007 article in NYTimes, a philosopher defended this by saying that all moral values are 
culturally relative – no culture’s values are better than another.  

• Later the Times released an editorial saying how horrible it was that US troops know about this 
practice and do nothing to stop it and those that did were punished. Comments were all over 
the place. 

 
The way modern/secular moral philosophy works  

• If you say, you ought not and they ask why? I’d prefer you didn’t.   

• But when you say it’s wrong, you’re saying there is an independent standard of moral norms 
that exist apart from our feelings.  

• Modern society doesn’t believe there are independent moral absolutes, but they hijack the 
language of that belief in proclaiming that it’s wrong to believe in those absolutes.  

 
If you reject God, you may have moral feelings, but you have no claim to moral obligation. All you have 
are preferences. Paul would point out how nonsensical this is because of course we believe these 
things are wrong. Of course, we believe in moral obligation. He writes as much: 
 
Even Gentiles, who do not have God’s written law, show that they know his law when they obey it by 
instinct, even without having heard it. 15 They demonstrate that God’s law is written in their hearts, for 
their own conscience and thoughts either accuse them or tell them they are doing right. – Romans 2:14-
15 
 
When outsiders who have never heard of God’s law follow it more or less by instinct, they confirm its 
truth by their obedience. They show that God’s law is not something alien, imposed on us from without, 
but woven into the very fabric of our creation. There is something deep within them that echoes God’s 
yes and no, right and wrong. 
 
And that “something deep within” is an altar to an unknown God, right here in the middle of our 
mission field. So many secular people claim such strong moral positions yet reject the very foundation 
upon which they unknowingly base their positions. 
 

• A belief in mere moral feelings and preferences is too small for the moral dilemmas we face. 

• A belief in God makes sense of moral intuitions feelings and preferences and provides the 
foundation for moral obligations. 

  



4. Are your beliefs hopeful enough for the reality of life and death? - In the past God overlooked such 
ignorance, but now he commands all people everywhere to repent. 31 For he has set a day when he will 
judge the world with justice by the man he has appointed. He has given proof of this to everyone by 
raising him from the dead.” 32 When they heard about the resurrection of the dead, some of them 
sneered, but others said, “We want to hear you again on this subject.” 33 At that, Paul left the Council. 
34 Some of the people became followers of Paul and believed. – Acts 17:30-34 
 
Don’t assume this was a setback. This was a seed that was planted. Christianity grew in time from a 
persecuted sect, to a tolerated population, to a celebrated community.  
 
Because the old views could not provide believable hope for real life and death.  

• Stoics - Ignore it – no attachment. -  

• Epicureans - Run from it. No afterlife.  

• Christianity – There is attachment, presence, and resurrection. 
o He didn’t detach, he attached to our suffering. 
o He didn’t run away he ran toward it.  
o In Jesus and his people, there is a model of hope in this life and beyond. 
o There is hope beyond this life. Resurrection is a restoration of life. 

 
Paul was upset at the idols he didn’t disdain the people. He entered the space knowing he’d be 
mocked, just as Jesus entered knowing he’d be killed. But hope was in the resurrection. This was their 
belief and it’s ours. 
 

• The gospel enables us to face and embrace this life with freedom, purpose, and hope, because 
Jesus offers life that is unbelievably full, both here and beyond. Do you believe this? 

 
Questions to Ponder 

• How do you respond to the Christianity Today article’s report? How would you describe the 
clarity of your beliefs? 

• Discuss the quote, “We live in a society that doesn’t believe it has beliefs.” How do you see this 
playing out? 

• Why do many Christians believe it’s unnecessary or even dangerous to listen and understand 
belief systems different than their own? How does this square with Paul’s approach in Athens?  

• Kevin talked about morality as an “altar to an unknown god” in today’s world. What other altars 
can you think of? How would you point people to Christ through these points of connection? 

• Discuss the idea of hope being such a powerful way to compare and contrast Christianity with 
other beliefs. 

• Kevin will unpack some common questions about the Apostles Creed in this week’s podcast. 
What questions do you have? You can email him at podcast@cbclascruces.org. 

 
Resources:  
On what Christians believe - https://www.christianitytoday.com/news/2018/october/what-do-
christians-believe-ligonier-state-theology-heresy.html 



 
On the rise of the "Nones" - https://religionnews.com/2019/03/21/nones-now-as-big-as-evangelicals-
catholics-in-the-us/ 
 
On U.S. Soldiers being told to ignore sexual abuse of boys by Afghan allies - 
https://www.nytimes.com/2015/09/21/world/asia/us-soldiers-told-to-ignore-afghan-allies-abuse-of-
boys.html 
 


