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Last week, we looked at some insights from Jude on how to keep from falling for the idea that 
grace is somehow a free pass to sin. This week, Jude shows us two things we need to see and 
two things we need to do in order to be sure we are on the right track. 
 
Two things to see: 
 
1. Recognize the empty promises of sin; don’t fall for them. – 12 These people are blemishes at 
your love feasts, eating with you without the slightest qualm—shepherds who feed only 
themselves. They are clouds without rain, blown along by the wind; autumn trees, without fruit 
and uprooted—twice dead. 13 They are wild waves of the sea, foaming up their shame; 
wandering stars, for whom blackest darkness has been reserved forever. 
 
Blemishes – defilement, deviation from intended nature. “Hidden rocks” over which they will 
stumble. 
 
Selfish consumption at your expense and to your detriment. 
 
Like a diet of cake frosting ... sounds great. Tastes awesome. Good for a while, but cannot 
sustain, and cannot ultimately nourish. 
 
“These people are springs without water and mists driven by a storm. Blackest darkness is 
reserved for them. 18For they mouth empty, boastful words and, by appealing to the lustful 
desires of the flesh, they entice people who are just escaping from those who live in error. 
19They promise them freedom, while they themselves are slaves of depravity—for “people are 
slaves to whatever has mastered them.”- 2 Peter 2:17-19 
 
Proverbs chapters 7-14 Read one each day for the next seven days. 
 
“These all have in common that they appear to offer something, but don’t deliver it ... they 
appear to offer a way of life which is exciting, different and liberating; but the only thing they 
achieve is shame, darkness and chaos.” - N.T. Wright 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



2. Recognize the intentional pattern and path of sin; and don’t repeat them. - 14 Enoch, the 
seventh from Adam, prophesied about them: “See, the Lord is coming with thousands upon 
thousands of his holy ones 15 to judge everyone, and to convict all of them of all the ungodly 
acts they have committed in their ungodliness, and of all the defiant words ungodly sinners have 
spoken against him.” 16 These people are grumblers and faultfinders; they follow their own evil 
desires; they boast about themselves and flatter others for their own advantage.  
 

• Deliberate repetition indicates the deliberate and intentional repetition of their actions. 
This is not a stumble and fall into ungodliness. This is a head-first dive. 

 
They will be paid back with harm for the harm they have done. Their idea of pleasure is to 
carouse in broad daylight. They are blots and blemishes, reveling in their pleasures while they 
feast with you. 14With eyes full of adultery, they never stop sinning; they seduce the unstable; 
they are experts in greed—an accursed brood! – 2 Peter 2:13-14 
 
Of them the proverbs are true: “A dog returns to its vomit,” and, “A sow that is washed returns 
to her wallowing in the mud.” – 2 Peter 2:22 
 

• The warning is clear; God IS coming to judge the abusive, selfish, exploitative, parasitic, 
and deceptive practices of ungodliness, and those who are quite literally hell-bent on 
giving themselves over to such living. But keep in mind, this is a warning. There is still 
time on the clock and breath in our lungs. Therefore, in the meantime, we are charged 
with a ministry of both resistance, AND reconciliation.  

 
 
Three things to do: 
 
1. Re-Member what you’ve learned. -  17 But, dear friends, remember what the apostles of our 
Lord Jesus Christ foretold. 18 They said to you, “In the last times there will be scoffers who will 
follow their own ungodly desires.” 19 These are the people who divide you, who follow mere 
natural instincts and do not have the Spirit. 
 
Not only “bring to mind again,” but, “re-attach to you, re-apply.” 
“Follow” – to make one’s way in a determined fashion. 
 
Application of God’s Word is not an allegorical and intellectual exercise. It is the practical notion 
of attaching what we have learned to the issue at hand; and expecting to do so. 
 
 
 
 
2. Get to work by patiently and actively digging in. - 20 But you, dear friends, by building 
yourselves up in your most holy faith and praying in the Holy Spirit, 21 keep yourselves in God’s 
love as you wait for the mercy of our Lord Jesus Christ to bring you to eternal life. 



 
As you wait ... and do what? Grow. How? By sitting? No; by solidifying! 
 
Hurricane Irma aftermath – Sable Palms, Live Oaks, and Australian Pines. It is the combination 
of deep roots and strong, yet flexible branches that allow these to weather the worst storms. 
 
“Growth is not a uniform in a tree or in the Christian. In some single months there is more 
growth than in the whole year besides. During the rest of the year, however, there is 
solidification, without which the green timber would be useless. The period of rapid growth, 
when woody fiber is actually deposited between the bark and trunk, occupies but four to six 
weeks in May, June and July.” When a student asked, ‘is there a shorter way?’ ‘Of course,’ said 
his professor, but what do you really want to be? When God wants to make an oak, he takes a 
hundred years, but when he wants to make a squash he takes six months.’” – A.H. Strong 
 

• Build yourself up - How do you build yourself up in the faith? Prayer, Bible study, 
fellowship with other Christians, worship, and serving others. Keep each of these five 
things active in your life and you will become rock solid in your faith. You are 
responsible for your spiritual growth. I and the other pastors and leaders here at Calvary 
will do everything we can to help you in this area, but we can only lead you to the 
water. It's up to you to drink. 

• Pray in the Spirit – Praying openly and honestly to God. Everything from lament, to 
protection, to praise, to rant, to groans. It all translates to God. He hears and he moves. 

• Keep yourself in love – Isn’t it God’s job to keep us in his love? Yes, according to verse 1 
and verse 24. AND it’s our job not to wander away.  

• The Good Shepherd doesn’t keep us locked in a pen. We are free to roam out of love 
and trust while being warned against wandering out of arrogance, greed, and envy. 

 

• Biblical “waiting” far from sedentary, stagnant, and inactive. It is a root deepening and 
solidifying part of being a disciple.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
3. Get to work by confidently and cautiously reaching out. - 22 Be merciful to those who doubt; 
23 save others by snatching them from the fire; to others show mercy, mixed with fear—hating 
even the clothing stained by corrupted flesh. 
 
The tree firmly planted by water branches out to cover, protect, and provide. Psalm 1 
 

• Our roots aren’t just to go deep, they are also to go wide. We are to be an invasive 
species, working to influence and bear fruit. 



 
“The kingdom of heaven is like a mustard seed, which a man took and planted in his field. 32 
Though it is the smallest of all seeds, yet when it grows, it is the largest of garden plants and 
becomes a tree, so that the birds come and perch in its branches.”33 He told them still another 
parable: “The kingdom of heaven is like yeast that a woman took and mixed into about sixty 
pounds of flour until it worked all through the dough.” – Matthew 13:31-33 
 
For all of Jude’s direct condemnation of what “these people” are doing, he is direct in both 
warning his audience about how to resist and reach out to them. “Those being led astray, those 
already astray, or the false teachers themselves, who are dangerous.” – Craig Keener 
 

• What kind of mercy? The kind shown to you. 

• What kind of confidence (snatching)? The kind you have when you know you’re being 
kept. 

• What kind of merciful fear? The kind that is cultivated when your love for God and 
people makes you despise what is deceiving and destroying them; because you know it 
could do the same to you.  

 
 
Jesus holds you up to keep you from falling down. He also calls you to grow in heart, soul, mind 
and strength, so that you keep yourself from falling. It is his grip that holds you, and our grasp 
that grows in strength. 
 
How will we respond to what we see and what we are called to do? Will we dig in and grow 
deep in Christ, or in our own way? The answer will result in being raised up in Jesus, or in our 
downfall. Up is better!  
 
To him who is able to keep you from stumbling and to present you before his glorious presence 
without fault and with great joy— 25 to the only God our Savior be glory, majesty, power and 
authority, through Jesus Christ our Lord, before all ages, now and forevermore! Amen. 
 
 
 
 
Questions to Ponder 

• Why do you think Jude places such an emphasis on what his audience already knows? If 
they already know it as much as Jude seems to believe they do, then why all the 
reminders and repetitions? 

• How do you process Jude’s descriptions of the deliberate, purposeful, and even 
stubbornly intentional actions of the people in verses 14-16? Have you seen this sort of 
attitude? How have you dealt with it? 

• Some critics of Christianity take issue with Jude’s harsh approach toward the problem 
folks about whom he is writing. How do you respond to such a criticism? Does Jude offer 



any hope to the people he calls “blemishes, ungodly, divisive, etc...?” Where does such 
hope surface in the text? How is it accessible? 

• Discuss “remember” as a practice of “RE-MEMBERING,” or re-joining or re-attaching 
what had become separated, or “dis-membered”. How does this image help you better 
understand what Jude is calling for? 

• Discuss the fact that Jude affirms both God’s role in building and keeping us, along with 
our responsibility in building and keeping ourselves in the faith. To what extent is faith 
building the responsibility of pastors and church leaders, and to what extent is it your 
personal responsibility? 

• Basically, Jude calls Christians to prayer, Bible study, fellowship with other Christians, 
worship, and serving others. Why are such clear instructions so often obscured, made 
complicated, and ignored by Christ-followers? How can we keep these essential 
practices of formation fresh in our lives? 

• Discuss the concept of active waiting. How does the metaphor of the tree help? In what 
ways are you becoming an oak ... in what ways are you tempted to settle for becoming a 
squash? 

• Talk about the command to grow both deep and wide. Why is one incomplete without 
the other? How would you describe yourself (deep or wide)? How would you describe 
Calvary? How do you think you (and Calvary) can move toward becoming more deep 
and wide?  

• Discuss Jude’s instructions for reaching out. What does it look like in real-life to practice 
both mercy and “fear” (caution)? Why is fear not a reason to withhold mercy? How do 
verses 22-23 relate to verses 1-2? 

• So, if Jesus is able to keep you from falling, are you willing to follow him? Let us know 
how we can help! 


