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In Matthew 14: 14, we read that Jesus began to engage in ministry with an overwhelming 
crowd of people. However, it wasn’t long before Jesus invited His disciples into what He was 
doing. This has always fascinated me. Think about it; Jesus could easily have taken care of all 
the people's needs while the disciples just watched in awe. Instead, Jesus invited the disciples 
into the process to move them out of their cautious intimidation and into compassionate 
involvement. 
 
The recent State of the Church address allowed us to look back on where we’ve been in 2019, 
but it was an exciting opportunity to talk about what’s ahead for us in 2020 and beyond. The 
road ahead will give us opportunities to follow Jesus in what he desires to do in and through 
each of us. But it will take EACH of US making our abilities available.  
 

Today we’ll examine some ways to be prepared to do what we can with what we’ve got. 
 
1. Get connected and be prepared - When Jesus heard what had happened, he withdrew by 
boat privately to a solitary place. – Matthew 14: 13 
 
Very early in the morning, while it was still dark, Jesus got up, left the house and went off to a 
solitary place, where he prayed. - Mark 1:35 
 

• Both in and out of the ordinary, Jesus was deliberate in staying connected – through 
time with the Father. 

• There is a difference between solitude and isolation. One is connected, and one isn't. 
Solitude replenishes, isolation diminishes. – Henry Cloud 

• Even the Son of God took time to connect with the Father. Even Jesus kept himself 
prepared. 

 
2. Expect to be interrupted. Hearing of this, the crowds followed him on foot from the towns. 
14  When Jesus landed and saw a large crowd, he had compassion on them and healed their 
sick. 
 
36 Simon and his companions went to look for him, 37 and when they found him, they 
exclaimed: “Everyone is looking for you! – Mark 1:36-37 
 

• The opportunity is often in the interruption, not in the plan. 

• "We must be willing to get rid of the life we've planned so as to have the life that is 
waiting for us." - Joseph Campbell 

 
3. God’s actions are meant to activate yours. 15  As evening approached, the disciples came to 
him and said, "This is a remote place, and it's already getting late. Send the crowds away, so 



they can go to the villages and buy themselves some food." 16  Jesus replied, "They do not need 
to go away. You give them something to eat." 
 

• We often point to Jesus’ miracles as a reason we don’t get involved. He has plans to 
include the disciples… The miracle didn't exclude the disciples. It created the 
opportunity for their abilities to be used. God's work opens the way for yours. 

 
4. Yes, it’s bigger than you. It’s supposed to be. - 17  "We have here only five loaves of bread 
and two fish," they answered. 

• Yes, God will give you more than you can handle. It’s how we grow: 
 

o Joshua – Walls 
o Mary – No Husband 

o Disciples –Crowd 
o You – Sumo Slide 

 
For we were so utterly burdened beyond our strength that we despaired of life itself”. Paul and 
his associates had been in circumstances that transcended their strength to endure: “Indeed, 
we felt that we had received the sentence of death” (1:9). – 2 Corinthians 1:8-9 

 

• Whatever God calls you to do, it's going to be bigger than you are. If you can do it in 
your own strength, then no faith is required. If God gives you a dream or a mission, then 
it's more than you can possibly handle, and faith is required. And when God wants to 
show off, God used the weakest and humblest instrument he can find.” – Leonard Sweet 

 
5. Do what you can with what you have. 18  "Bring them here to me," he said. 
 
 
19  And he directed the people to sit down on the grass. Taking the five loaves and the two fish 
and looking up to heaven, he gave thanks and broke the loaves. Then he gave them to the 
disciples, 20  They all ate and were satisfied, and the disciples picked up twelve basketfuls of 
broken pieces that were leftover. 21  The number of those who ate was about five thousand 
men, besides women and children. 
 
Here is a principal, a dynamic that God has used to accomplish what he has accomplished for 
thousands of years through people. The Disciples took what they had.  
 
They did what they could do - Jesus did what only He could do. 
 
YOU – This is how you got here…Somebody in your life did something within their ability. 
They added availability to God onto their ability from God, and God used that skill to change 
your life. 
 
Children and youth – John 6:8-9  You give what you have too! Don’t buy the lie that you're too 
young to make a difference. Adults do not postpone what these kids can give today!!!  
 



Are you willing to make your abilities available to God? 
Are you ready to see what happens when you do what you do, and God does what God can do? 
Questions to Dig Deeper 

• How have someone’s abilities helped you get to where you are now?  

• How did their ordinary effort extraordinarily impact your life? 

• What do you think it was like to be in the disciple’s sandals during this event? How 
would you have responded to Jesus? 

• How do you respond to the idea that God does give us more than we can handle? 

• What would you say is your “thing?” How could you imagine that thing being used to 
serve? 

• What limitations, fears, uncertainties, insecurities, doubts, hurts, or other excuses are 
standing between your availability and Jesus’ ability? 

• So, why not step forward and do your thing?  
 


