
All Hands on Deck: Crewmanship - Mark 2:1-12 

Throughout this series, we have used the image of a ship to convey the idea of what it 

means to be the church in our world.  

We are not a warship, blasting away at those considered our “enemies,” since our Captain 

has said that our enemies are to be loved and prayed for. We are also not a cruise ship, 

concerned primarily with our own comfort, entertainment, nourishment, and ease. 

Remember, our Captain told us this journey would be full of danger and difficulty. After all, 

as one blogger wrote, “Following Jesus makes you seasick and often feels like dying.” That 

blogger goes on to write, “But Jesus calms the storms that following him creates.” 

Ours is a rescue ship. More like a Coast Guard Cutter than the Pacific Princess. Rescue ships 

go into the storms to reach those who’ve ships have sank and whose lives are being 

consumed by the storm. So what does that look like for us here at Calvary? How do we 

actively, intentionally, and effectively go from talking about the voyage, to actually setting 

sail? Well, it’s all about our willingness to engage with people. 

Mother Teresa was once asked how we can be as loving and inspiring as she was. She 

replied, "Tomorrow morning get up and go out and find someone who believes that they’re 

alone, who thinks they are unloved, and convince them they’re not." But who are these 

people? 

We see them every day. The world is full of people who believe they are alone, living empty 

and isolated lives; cut off from love. As crew members it is up to you and me to make a 

difference. You are responsible for you. You've heard me say it many times. The scriptures 

emphasize this truth again and again. 

The scriptures emphasize another truth: You have a responsibility to others, as well. When 

you have the ability or the power or the opportunity to step in and help someone out, you 

have a responsibility to do it. 

We see a good example of this in Mark 2. Have you noticed how many times people come 

to Jesus on behalf of someone else -- because their daughter, their son, their brother, their 

friend, even their mother-in-law needed to be healed. It's true there are many examples 

where people came to Jesus on behalf of themselves, but we also see many many examples 

where people come to Jesus on behalf of someone else. 

If you want to see God's power at work, Mark 2 this is a good place to set sail. 



As part of the crew, what do we do? 

 

1. Expect a crowded ship, but don’t let anyone get lost.  A few days later, when Jesus again 

entered Capernaum, the people heard that he had come home. 2  So many gathered that 

there was no room left, not even outside the door, and he preached the word to them.- Mark 

2:1-2 

There are two important dynamics at work here.  

1. We should expect and embrace growth. If we’re on mission as crew members, the 

ship is going to get crowded. 

2. Crowds require all hands on deck. 

• Moving from the crowd to the crew requires one to be deliberate, to be proactive, to 

be aware, and to be available. 

2. Do whatever it takes to bring others aboard. 3  Some men came, bringing to him a 

paralytic, carried by four of them. 4  Since they could not get him to Jesus because of the 

crowd, they made an opening in the roof above Jesus and, after digging through it, lowered 

the mat the paralyzed man was lying on. - Mark 2:3-4 

• Who might the paralyzed man represent today? 

• “When someone brings their mess into the light, their mess usually doesn't get cleaned 

up unless God's people wade into the mess with them.” – Mark Buchanan 

 

3. We’re all on this voyage…together. 3  Some men came, bringing to him a paralytic, 

carried by four of them…5  When Jesus saw their faith, he said to the paralytic, "Son, your 

sins are forgiven.- Mark 2:3, 5 

• One is too small a number to achieve greatness – John Maxwell 

• Though one may be overpowered, two can defend themselves. A cord of three strands 

is not quickly broken. - Ecclesiastes 4:12 

4. Together we must steady the ship, follow the wind, and stay the course. 6  Now some 

teachers of the law were sitting there, thinking to themselves, 7  "Why does this fellow talk 

like that? He's blaspheming! Who can forgive sins but God alone?"8 Immediately Jesus knew 

in his spirit that this was what they were thinking in their hearts, and he said to them, "Why 

are you thinking these things? 9  Which is easier: to say to the paralytic, 'Your sins are 

forgiven,' or to say, 'Get up, take your mat and walk'? 10  But that you may know that the 

Son of Man has authority on earth to forgive sins . . . ." He said to the paralytic, 11  "I tell you, 

get up, take your mat and go home."  



• When we speak truth, it should be so grace-soaked it's hard to reject; when we show 

grace, it should be so truth-soaked it's hard to accept – Mark Buchanan 

12  He got up, took his mat and walked out in full view of them all. This amazed everyone 

and they praised God, saying, "We have never seen anything like this!"  

 

Our Captain is calling for all hands on deck. There are souls in needs of rescue, and a crew is 

being assembled. Are you on board? 

 

Questions to Dig Deeper 

• Do you agree with the idea that a ship on course will become a crowded one? Why or 

why not? 

• How can you become more proactive, aware, and available? How can you keep a 

“weather eye” on the individuals so they don’t get lost in the crowd? 

• How do you respond to the risks the men were taking in bringing the paralyzed man to 

Jesus? How do similar concerns keep many Christian, maybe you, from reaching out to 

others? 

• Who do you think the paralyzed man might represent today? What excuses / reasons do 

you commonly hear for overlooking the needs of certain people? How does the 

character of Jesus affirm or conflict with those reasons? What parallels could you draw 

from this discussion from the parable of the Good Samaritan (Luke 10:30-37)?  

• In what ways could you become a better “re-crew-ter”?  

• How could your “group;” be it a Bible Study group, group of friends, dinner group, etc., 

team up with others to engage in ministry? What needs are too big for one or two, but 

could be met with five or ten? In what ways could you create that crew? 

• How do you process the idea that the conditions in which we serve aren’t necessarily 

calm, and easy? How do you respond to Kevin’s analogy of “clean boats anchored in 

calm lagoons, with open decks that are slowly sinking”?  

• In what ways might God be calling you from crowd to crew? 

• What have been the most helpful/useful parts of this series for you? Why? 

• What have been the most difficult/concerning parts? Why? 

• How do you see both your own direction and Calvary’s changing, in light of this series – 

so, are you on board? Why or why not? 

• WHO will you engage between now and Easter?  

 


