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Throughout history, the majority of human cultures have held some belief in God. As widely 
varied as those conceptions of God might be, there is a shared curiosity about who God is and 
how God can be known. 
 
The Apostle’s Creed begins with the words, “I believe in God” So, what does that mean to 
Christians? Christians believe that God exists in three persons, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, all of 
whom are co-equal, co-eternal, and co-existent. Christians’ beliefs about God are a series of 
paradoxes. God is holy in a way we can never approach while being compassionate in a way 
that draws us near. God is grace and truth, justice and mercy, present and distant. God seeks us 
out and sends us out. God was, is, and is to come. God is. 
 
How can we begin to unpack all this? The same way Moses did.  
 
On a typical day in the desert, a plant caught fire. The fire caught Moses' attention. In the 
flame, he experienced God’s nature, and he learned God’s name. Today we’ll look at how we 
can do the same. 
 
1. God is real and present. - Now Moses was tending the flock of Jethro his father-in-law, the 
priest of Midian, and he led the flock to the far side of the wilderness and came to Horeb, the 
mountain of God.– Exodus 3:1 
 

• We see it in the flame: A fire unlike any other fire. - Moses saw that though the bush 
was on fire, it did not burn up. 3 So Moses thought, "I will go over and see this strange 
sight—why the bush does not burn up."- Exodus 3:2-3 

 

• We see it in the name: A name unlike any other name - Moses said to God, "Suppose I 
go to the Israelites and say to them, 'The God of your fathers has sent me to you,' and 
they ask me, 'What is his name?' Then what shall I tell them. God said to Moses, “I AM 

WHO I AM. – Exodus 3:13-14 
 

• God’s presence is humbling: Everything we have and have done emerges from what 
we’ve done with what we’ve been given. 

• God’s power is liberating: I’m not who holds everything together. Not only am I not 
the center of the universe, but I’m not in control of it.   - Martin Luther would say to 
his worrisome friend Phillip, “Let Phillip cease to rule the world.” 

 
In the flame, God gets our attention. In the name, God gets personal. 
 
 
 
 



2. God can be known – The title tells us what God is. The name tells us who God is.  

• Moses not only meets God’s power and presence in the flame but comes to know God 
personally in learning God’s name, and in the experience of communing with God.  

 
1. Knowing God includes experiencing God through our feelings.-"Who am I that I should 

go to Pharaoh and bring the Israelites out of Egypt?" 12 And God said, "I will be with 
you. And this will be the sign to you that it is I who have sent you: When you have 
brought the people out of Egypt, you will worship God on this mountain." - Exodus 3:11-
12 

 
2. Knowing God also allows us to believe no matter how we’re feeling. - Moses said to 

God, "Suppose I go to the Israelites and say to them, 'The God of your fathers has sent 
me to you,' and they ask me, 'What is his name?' Then what shall I tell them?" 14 God 
said to Moses, "I am who I am. This is what you are to say to the Israelites: 'I am has sent 
me to you.'  "- Exodus 3:13-14 

 
3. God seeks and sends. - There the angel of the Lord appeared to him in flames of fire from 
within a bush ... When the Lord saw that he had gone over to look, God called to him from 
within the bush, “Moses! Moses!” And Moses said, “Here I am.” 5 “Do not come any closer,” 
God said. “Take off your sandals, for the place where you are standing is holy ground.” 6 Then 
he said, “I am the God of your father, the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac and the God of 
Jacob.” At this, Moses hid his face, because he was afraid to look at God. – Exodus 3: 2, 4 
 
The encounter highlights two realities: 

1. We can’t live with God  
2. We can’t live without God  
 
How then is Moses able to come near to God? – v. 2 - There the angel of the Lord appeared 
to him in flames of fire from within a bush. 

 

• The angel of the Lord is in no way diminished from the full deity of the Godhead; but is 
an expression of deity whereby the holy God keeps company with sinful humanity.  

 
Your father Abraham rejoiced at the thought of seeing my day; he saw it and was glad." 57 "You 
are not yet fifty years old," they said to him, "and you have seen Abraham!" 58 "Very truly I tell 
you," Jesus answered, "before Abraham was born, I am!" - John 8:57-58 
 
Then he said, “I am the God of your father, the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac and the God 
of Jacob.” At this, Moses hid his face, because he was afraid to look at God. 7 The Lord said, “I 
have indeed seen the misery of my people in Egypt. I have heard them crying out because of 
their slave drivers, and I am concerned about their suffering. 8 So I have come down to rescue 
them from the hand of the Egyptians and to bring them up out of that land into a good and 
spacious land, a land flowing with milk and honey—the home of the Canaanites, Hittites, 



Amorites, Perizzites, Hivites and Jebusites. 9 And now the cry of the Israelites has reached me, 
and I have seen the way the Egyptians are oppressing them. 10 So now, go. I am sending you ...  
 
God, the Father, sent his Son to seek and save any and all who repent, believe, and follow 
Christ. God fills his people with the Holy Spirit and sends them out to the world as witnesses of 
his Son. 
 
Questions to Ponder 

• How did this message impact your understanding of God’s nature? 

• Why do you think it was so important for God to share his name? How does his name “I 
AM” help us understand his character? 

• Discuss the angel of the Lord. Had you considered or been aware of the presence and 
ministry of Christ in the Old Testament? 

• Given Abraham, Issac, and Jacob’s flaws, how do you respond to the Lord naming them 
as “his people” to Moses?   

• What’s your relationship with God based on? Knowledge of information about him, 
experiences of knowing him, or something else?  

 
 


