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Fake cakes - If you ate it you would be really disappointed - If you did eat it, it would hurt you. Friends 
can be the very same way - Looks, sounds, acts, feels, but it’s not the real thing. 
 
“Our friendships always influence, and often determine the direction and the quality of our lives.” So, 
what about those “friendships” that leave us hurt, confused, and generally worse off than we were 
before? If our friends are supposed to be for us, how should we process and respond when the 
“friend” functions more like and enemy?  
 

Friendship with a fake is a big mistake. 
 
NIV-Wounds from a friend can be trusted, but an enemy multiplies kisses.-Proverbs 27:6 
NRSV-Well meant are the wounds a friend inflicts, but profuse  are the kisses of an enemy. 
NASB- Faithful are the wounds of a friend, But deceitful  (excessive)are the kisses of an enemy. 
 

• “Trusted - Faithful : To make firm or to be firm, to support” 

• “Friend” - strong emotional attachment. – NT  

• “Enemy” – used 145x and ranges from intense hatred to personal opposition. Its intent is only 
and always for the harm of another. 

• “Kiss” – Matthew 26:49 – Judas’ kiss 
 

The Real Deal 

• Enjoyment – someone we have a good time with 

• Acceptance – Someone who values our company 

• Mutual Concern - Genuine concern is when I am more interested in what best for YOU, than I 
am in what’s best for the friendship 

Spotting the Counterfeit 

• They may or may not intend to, but they function like enemies in a consequential sense. 

• They appear to do what friends do, but they work like enemies because they are not concerned 
with what’s best and right for you.  

 

Friendship with a fake is a big mistake. 
 
 

 
 
 
 



1. A counterfeit de-values real friendships. - Like a bad tooth or a lame foot is 

reliance on the unfaithful in times of trouble.- Proverbs 25:19 

• Counting on a counterfeit causes an unhealthy view of relationships. We can become so 
calloused that we avoid relationships altogether or so defeated that we just settle for the 
counterfeit. 

 

2. A counterfeit seems to add value to your life, but really takes it 
away. - Food gained by fraud tastes sweet to a man, but he ends up with a mouth full of gravel.- 

Proverbs 20:17 

• Pawn Stars – 1967 Pete Rose cards. Worth a lot in mint condition ... worthless as fakes. 
 

3. A counterfeit often exhibits self-destructive habits.  - Do not envy 

wicked men, do not desire their company; for their hearts plot violence, and their lips talk about making 
trouble.- Proverbs 24:1-2 
 
A man who remains stiff-necked after many rebukes will suddenly be destroyed--without remedy. – 
Proverbs 29:1 
 

4. A counterfeit refuses counsel, rejects authority, and fails to learn 
from their mistakes. - As a dog returns to its vomit, so a fool repeats his folly. – Proverbs 

26:11 

• Turning back to – opposite of repentance (turn away from) –  

•  

• 2 Peter 2:21-22  It would have been better for them not to have known the way of 
righteousness, than to have known it and then to turn their backs on the sacred command that 
was passed on to them. Of them the proverbs are true: "A dog returns to its vomit," and, "A sow 
that is washed goes back to her wallowing in the mud." 

 

 
Switching Circles 

 
Circle of Influence: Relationships that I allow to influence my thoughts and actions. 
Circle of Concern: Relationships where I seek to leverage my influence while deliberately limiting the 
influence on me. 
Circle of Separation: Relationships that require a complete break in interaction because of abuse, 
exploitation, danger or other harmful issues. 
 

 



1. Evaluate the direction of the relationship. There is a way that seems right to 

a man, but in the end it leads to death. – Proverbs 14:12 & 16:25 
 

• Remember the principal of the path – direction, not intention determines destination 
 
The path of life leads upward for the wise to keep him from going down to the grave. – Proverbs 15:24 
 

• Is where it’s going where you want to end up?  
 

2. Know that a counterfeit is hard to leave behind.  Though you grind a fool 

in a mortar, grinding him like grain with a pestle, you will not remove his folly from him. – Proverbs 
27:22 
 

• The change will not be easy, and you may be alone for a time. But leaving behind a counterfeit 
friendship is necessary in order to embrace and grow in one that is genuine. 
 

• It is surprising how many people choose the endless pain of bitterness over the redemptive 

pain of healing. Some prefer sickness over health because it is less painful.” – Gary Fenton 

• Associate yourself with men of good quality; for ’tis better to be alone than in bad company. - 
George Washington 

 

3. Shake the fake to find what’s real. - let us throw off everything that hinders and 

the sin that so easily entangles, and let us run with perseverance the race marked out for us.  
 
Replace the harmful with the healthy, replace the counterfeit with the genuine. 
 

• Real friendship of Christ-centered community –  Therefore, since we are surrounded by such a 
great cloud of witnesses, 

• “Great cloud of witnesses”, “Body of Christ”, “House of living stones”, “family of faith”.   
 
He who walks with the wise grows wise, but a companion of fools suffers harm. – Proverbs 13:20 
 

• Real friendship with Christ Himself. – Let us fix our eyes on Jesus, the author and perfecter of 
our faith, - Hebrews 12:1-2 
 
The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy; I have come that they may have life, and have 
it to the full. – John 10:10 

 
 
 
 



Questions to Dig Deeper 

• How do you respond to the idea that some “friends” can function more like enemies? How 
have you seen this played out in real life? 

• Have there been times when you have been affected by a counterfeit? 

• Do you feel it’s judgmental to place friendships in different circles? 

• Is this a necessary judgment to make? Why or why not? 

• List the friendships in your life. After evaluating the direction they are taking, which ones would 
fall into your circle of influence? Which ones in your circle of concern? 

• What did you think about the circle of separation? Do you need help or support in getting out 
of a harmful relationship? 

• Why do counterfeit friendships become so difficult to leave behind? 

• How does the emphasis on deep friendships provide comfort and a challenge to the Christian 
community? 

• How has Jesus replaced what is counterfeit in your life? 
 


