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Religious belief is a source of both great curiosity and conflict between people of like faith, differing 
faiths, and no faith. Indeed, beliefs create conflicts within one’s self as those beliefs intersect with life. 
Christianity exists as a voice among a chorus of beliefs, but Christianity is essentially a relational voice, 
not a religious one. If Jesus did anything, it was to overturn the religiosity of his day in exchange for 
what God has been after all along; a relationship with you.  
 
That’s pretty important; and so is our response. 
 

• “Christianity, if untrue is of no importance, and if true, of infinite importance. One thing it 
cannot be is moderately important.” C.S. Lewis  

 
But there are plenty of important questions, issues, problems, difficulties and obstacles between Jesus’ 
call and our decision. What do we do with those? 
 
“The angel said to the women, “Do not be afraid, for I know that you are looking for Jesus, who was 
crucified. 6 He is not here; he has risen, just as he said. Come and see the place where he lay.” – 
Matthew 28:5-6 

 
This series is an invitation. It’s based on the questions, objections, and obstacles faced by people right 

here in Las Cruces. We’ll begin with what it means to take Jesus’ invitation seriously. 
 
1. Come in serious curiosity- 35 The next day John was there again with two of his disciples. 36 When 
he saw Jesus passing by, he said, “Look, the Lamb of God!” 37 When the two disciples heard him say 
this, they followed Jesus. 38 Turning around, Jesus saw them following and asked, “What do you 
want?” They said, “Rabbi” (which means “Teacher”), “where are you staying?” 39 “Come,” he replied, 
“and you will see.” So they went and saw where he was staying, and they spent that day with him. It 
was about four in the afternoon. 
  
45 Philip found Nathanael and told him, “We have found the one Moses wrote about in the Law, and 
about whom the prophets also wrote—Jesus of Nazareth, the son of Joseph.” 46 “Nazareth! Can 
anything good come from there?” Nathanael asked.  “Come and see,” said Philip. 
 

• Jesus does not say, “It doesn’t matter what you think,” nor does he say, “Don’t question.” Jesus 
invites both the curious and the critical to examine the evidence of his life.  

 

• Explore, but understand what you’re exploring. 
o The Gospels are a unique combination of literary elements including parable, poetry, 

dialogue, sermon, proverb, apocalyptic, and historical narrative genres. However, 
narrative genre is the organizing framework, which is evidenced by the vivid details. 

 

• Take what you’re reading seriously 



o “Of this text there are only two possible views. Either this is reportage – pretty close up 
to the facts. Or else, some unknown writer in the second century without known 
predecessors or successors, suddenly anticipated the whole technique of modern, 
novelistic, realistic narrative.” – C.S. Lewis 

 
2. Come in community - 41 The first thing Andrew did was to find his brother Simon and tell him, “We 
have found the Messiah” (that is, the Christ). 42 And he brought him to Jesus ...44 Philip, like Andrew 
and Peter, was from the town of Bethsaida. 45 Philip found Nathanael and told him, “We have found 
the one Moses wrote about in the Law, and about whom the prophets also wrote—Jesus of Nazareth, 
the son of Joseph.” 46 “Nazareth! Can anything good come from there?” Nathanael asked.  “Come and 
see,” said Philip. 
 

• You find Jesus by being found by a friend who found Jesus. – Tim Keller  

• Be Patient – It takes a while.  

• Have Courage: Don’t be afraid of the questions.  

• Confident Humility – You’ll only grow when you don’t know! 
 
3. Come prepared to be truly known, deeply loved, and forever changed. - 41 The first thing Andrew 
did was to find his brother Simon and tell him, “We have found the Messiah” (that is, the Christ). 42 And 
he brought him to Jesus Jesus looked at him and said, “You are Simon son of John. You will be called 
Cephas” (which, when translated, is Peter)... 
 
47 When Jesus saw Nathanael approaching, he said of him, “Here truly is an Israelite in whom there is 
no deceit.” 48 “How do you know me?” Nathanael asked. Jesus answered, “I saw you while you were 
still under the fig tree before Philip called you.” 49 Then Nathanael declared, “Rabbi, you are the Son of 
God; you are the king of Israel.”50 Jesus said, “You believe] because I told you I saw you under the fig 
tree. You will see greater things than that.” 51 He then added, “Very truly I tell you, you will see ‘heaven 
open, and the angels of God ascending and descending on’ the Son of Man.” 

 

• A real relationship involves working through what’s easy and what’s hard. What is liked and 
what is not. 

• If your god never disagrees with you, you might just be worshiping an idealized version of 
yourself. – Timothy Keller  

• Jesus’ call to come is also a call to change. He loves us as we are, but he loves us too much to let 
us stay that way. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Questions to Ponder and Sources to Search 
 
Thanks so much for being at Calvary today! These questions and sources are provided to help you sort 
through and dig deeper in your exploration of the issues raised throughout this series. In addition, 
Pastor Kevin will be available on Wednesday nights from 6-7 pm for a time of Q&A. 
 

• What was one thing you learned in today’s message? In what ways was this message similar to 
or unlike other messages you’ve heard on Easter? 

• Are the issues raised in this series ones that you or people you know have struggled with? 
Which ones? 

• Do you agree with the quote by C.S. Lewis on the importance of Christianity? Why or why not?   

• How did the brief explanation on the accuracy of the accounts of Jesus’ life (the Gospels) 
impact your understanding of the Bible?  

• Discuss the fact that every person in this story who encountered Jesus sought out someone else 
with whom to share the experience and invite them to encounter Jesus themselves. If you are a 
Christian, why is it something so many Christian struggle to do? If you’re not a Christian, how 
would exploring Christianity with others be beneficial? 

• Talk about the way Jesus interacted with Nathaniel (open, non-threatening, imaginative, 
inspiring), how does this impact your understanding of how the church should approach 
questions, doubts, and even objections? 

• Does Jesus’ clear intention to change those he calls make you more or less willing to “Come and 
See?” Why did you answer the way you did? Why do you think Jesus’ wants to change people? 
What do you think Jesus would change in your life? Would this be a good thing? Why or why 
not? 

• So, what’s your hang-up with Christianity? Let’s talk about it. Are you willing?  
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