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Can you recall being excited about opening presents on Christmas morning? Wanting that toy 

or game that you asked for and just hoping that it’d be waiting for you under the tree? Then you 

get a box and you rip through the paper and open it up and it was...clothes. 

 

Clothes, including socks, can be a good gift, but there’s usually a hint of disappointment when 

you really wanted something else. But what happens when the gift is from God? What happens 

if we’re left feeling disappointed in the gifts that we’ve received from Jesus? 

 

What do we do when we’d rather return the gifts that God has promised us through Jesus? 

We’re told in Isaiah what to expect from Jesus when he comes into our world: 

 

For to us a child is born, to us, a son is given, and the government will be on his shoulders. And 

he will be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.  

- Isaiah 9:6 

 

We’re beginning with his title as the Prince of Peace because peace is something we should be 

able to find during the Christmas season, yet many people feel anything but peaceful during this 

season. 

 

Does the gift of peace that Jesus brings meet our expectations? Today we’ll explore what this 

gift of peace actually looks like, and what it means to us in our lives, especially during the 

Christmas season. 

 

1. Not ____________ but _____________  

Do you think that I came here to give peace to the earth? No, I tell you, but rather 

division! 52 From now on, five in one household will be divided: three against two, and 

two against three. 53 They will be divided, father against son, son against father, mother 

against daughter, daughter against mother, mother-in-law against her daughter-in-law, 

and daughter-in-law-against mother-in-law. - Luke 12:51-53 

 

● When we talk about the peace of God, it goes beyond our living situation. 

● Having this peace isn’t about waiting for Jesus to rescue us from our situation, it’s 

realizing that he’s with us even in the hard times. 

● Foundations are important. - Luke 6:47-49 

● No matter what your foundation is, the storms will come. But making Jesus your 

foundation can ensure that you aren’t swept away. 

 

2. Do Not Be ____________  

And I say to you, my friends, don’t fear those who kill the body, and after that can do 

nothing more. 5 But I will show you the One to fear: Fear Him who has authority to throw 

people into hell after death. Yes, I say to you, this is the One to fear! 6 Aren’t five 

sparrows sold for two pennies? Yet not one of them is forgotten in God’s sight. 7 Indeed, 

the hairs of your head are all counted. Don’t be afraid; you are worth more than many 

sparrows! - Luke 12:4-7 

 

 



● We can’t live a life out of trust of God and out of fear of something else at the same time. 

● We can’t give our worship to the wrong god. 

● Jesus comes to bring division because if you follow him long enough you will upset 

people around you. 

● We can’t find God’s peace if we’re constantly turning our back on Him to please others 

or ourselves. 

 

3. Be _____________, Not _____________  

Be ready for service and have your lamps lit. 36 You must be like people waiting for their 

master to return from the wedding banquet so that when he comes and knocks, they can 

open the door for him at once. 37 Those slaves the master will find alert when he comes 

will be blessed. I assure you: He will get ready, have them recline at the table, then 

come and serve them. - Luke 12:35-37 

 

● We live our lives in a state of being ready, not just for the return of Jesus, but 

opportunities he presents us with. 

● Being ready to do the work of the Lord keeps us in a state where we do not dwell on 

ourselves and our situation. 

● This doesn’t mean we don’t process through our own pain and grief, but we cannot 

remain there or let it cripple us. 

 

Then He said to His disciples: “Therefore I tell you, don’t worry about your life, what you 

will eat; or about the body, what you will wear. 23 For life is more than food and the body 

more than clothing. 24 Consider the ravens: they don’t sow or reap; they don’t have a 

storeroom or a barn; yet God feeds them. Aren’t you worth much more than the birds? 

Can any of you add a cubit to his height by worrying? 26 If then you’re not able to do 

even a little thing, why worry about the rest?” - Luke 12:22-26 

 

● Anxiety puts us in a posture where we don’t trust that God is for us and taking care of us. 

● When we can’t see it or feel it, our trust in God’s promises is something we can cling to. 

● We can find peace in the middle of the storms because we know we’re cared for. 

 

Questions to Ponder 

1. When you think of Christmas, what thoughts and emotions do you have? 

2. How should we be viewing Jesus during this Christmas season? How important should 

he be? How important is he actually? 

3. How does the peace that Jesus offers differ from our ideas of peace? 

4. Why is it so hard to explain or understand what it means to feel the peace that God gives 

us? 

5. What are some ways that we can ensure we’re looking for peace in the right place (or in 

the right person) this Christmas season? 


