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This letter’s audience was living in an environment increasingly hostile and hateful toward them. Why? 
Because of their active faith in Jesus Christ. How were they to be honest and humble, clear and 
compassionate, and steadfast while suffering?  
 
The events last weekend in Charlottesville, provide the church with a moment to see clearly an evil to 
which we must respond, how to respond, and how to remain Christ-like when the response to our 
response is heated, hostile, and hateful. How are we as Christians to be Christ-like in an unchristian 
world? How do we respond in Christ-like ways when people are not responding to us in Christ-like 
ways? 
 

1. We must be clear about the evil against which we stand. – “Finally, all of you, be like-

minded, be sympathetic, love one another, be compassionate and humble. 9 Do not repay evil with evil 
or insult with insult. On the contrary, repay evil with blessing, because to this you were called so that 
you may inherit a blessing. ‘Whoever would love life and see good days must keep their tongue from 
evil and their lips from deceitful speech. 11 They must turn from evil and do good; they must seek 
peace and pursue it. 12 For the eyes of the Lord are on the righteous and his ears are attentive to their 
prayer, but the face of the Lord is against those who do evil.’” (Psalm 34:12-16) – 1 Peter 3:8-12 
 
Peter does not call for the people to shrink back from identifying evil. It is impossible to understand 
how we are called to stand until we understand what we are called to stand against.   

• Christians should look at the energized and emboldened white nationalism movement, and at 
its fascist slogans, and condemn it—full stop. No, “But on the other hand.” – Dr. Timothy Keller 

 

• How is the racism that fuels the White Nationalists, Neo-Nazis, and KKK contrary to Scripture? It 
directly violates the message of human worth and dignity, as well as the command to love one 
another. 

 
 And from each human being, too, I will demand an accounting for the life of another human 
being. “Whoever sheds human blood, by humans shall their blood be shed; for in the image of God has 
God made mankind. – Genesis 9:5-6 

 
 But the LORD said, “You have been concerned about this plant, though you did not tend it or make it 
grow. It sprang up overnight and died overnight. 11 And should I not have concern for the great city of 
Nineveh, in which there are more than a hundred and twenty thousand people who cannot tell their 
right hand from their left...?” – Jonah 4:10-11 
 
“Of all the commandments, which is the most important?” 29 “The most important one,” answered 
Jesus, “is this: ‘Hear, O Israel: The Lord our God, the Lord is one, 30 Love the Lord your God with all your 
heart and with all your soul and with all your mind and with all your strength.’ 31 The second is this: 
‘Love your neighbor as yourself.’ There is no commandment greater than these.” – Mark 12:28-31 



 
“We love because he first loved us. 20 Whoever claims to love God yet hates a brother or sister is a liar. 
For whoever does not love their brother and sister, whom they have seen, cannot love God, whom they 
have not seen. 21 And he has given us this command: Anyone who loves God must also love their 
brother and sister.” - 1 John 4:19-21 
 
These teachings do not make exceptions based on ethnicity, nationality, religious affiliation, family of 
origin, sexual preference, disability, familiarity, comfort level, or sports team affiliation. People are to 
be valued and loved. God’s Word says so. Period. 
 

• “This is important for us right now because many of those advocating for white supremacy 
claim to do so in the name of Jesus Christ. Some of them speak of “Christendom” — by which 
they mean white European cultural domination — and not of Christianity. But many others are 
members of churches bearing the name of Jesus Christ. Nothing could be further from the 
gospel ... This sort of ethnic nationalism and racial superiority ought to matter to every 
Christian, regardless of national, ethnic or racial background. After all, we are not our own but 
are part of a church — a church made up of all nations, all ethnicities, united not by blood and 
soil but by the shed blood and broken body of Jesus Christ.” – Dr. Russell Moore 

 
God’s people must clearly call good and evil what God’s Word calls good and evil. No exceptions. No 
excuses. 
 

2. We look to Jesus’ example of victorious suffering. speaking to the suffering of slaves, “To 

this you were called, because Christ suffered for you, leaving you an example, that you should follow in 
his steps.” – 1 Peter 2:21 
 
9 Do not repay evil with evil or insult with insult. On the contrary, repay evil with blessing, because to 
this you were called so that you may inherit a blessing. – 1 Peter 3:9 
 
The Romans viewed Christians as hostile to the rest of society, not because of acts of aggression, but 
because of the counter-cultural way they lived out their faith.  
 

• Unwanted infants were abandoned to the elements, Christians took them in and raised them. 

• No mix of poor – xians did 

• Jews didn’t mix races – xians did 

• Oppressed and objectified women – xians didn’t 

• Isolated those with problems – xians didn’t 

• Their acts and words of love got them accused of being atheists, cannibals, and of being 
incestuous. They would be slandered, cheated, beaten, burned alive, given over to wild beasts, 
beheaded, and even crucified. Peter himself would suffer and be executed under Nero’s 
persecution. And what does Peter tell them to do? Look to Jesus’ example. 

 



19 After being made alive he went and made proclamation to the imprisoned spirits— 20 to those who 
were disobedient long ago when God waited patiently in the days of Noah while the ark was being 
built. – 1 Peter 3:19-20 
 
Jesus descended into hell and proclaimed victory somewhere between the death and resurrection, or 
between the resurrection and ascension, Jesus preached to the spirits in bondage/proclaimed victory. 
 

• We are never promised immediate victory or vindication in this life, but we are assured of both 
eventually, and only in Christ. 

 
In it only a few people, eight in all, were saved through water, 21 and this water symbolizes baptism 
that now saves you also—not the removal of dirt from the body but the pledge of a clear conscience 
toward God. It saves you by the resurrection of Jesus Christ, 22 who has gone into heaven and is at 
God’s right hand—with angels, authorities and powers in submission to him. – 1 Peter 3:21-22 
 
Because these were ritualistic people, for whom there was no separation between salvation and 
baptism; they could not imagine professed faith apart from practical action. So when one had faith, it 
was acted upon, period. 
 

• Christ’s life is the pattern for our faith and for how we respond to unchristian behavior in this 
world.  

 
This is a great idea until you have to do it, but as the text says, “to this you were called.” 
 

3. Do good anyway – 9 Do not repay evil with evil or insult with insult. On the contrary, repay evil 

with blessing. 
 
Do not repay anyone evil for evil. Be careful to do what is right in the eyes of everyone. 18If it is 
possible, as far as it depends on you, live at peace with everyone. 19Do not take revenge, my dear 
friends, but leave room for God’s wrath, for it is written: “It is mine to avenge; I will repay,” says the 
Lord. – Romans 12:17-19 
 
One of the responses to the calling out the racism and fascism of White Nationalists and the KKK has 
been to ask, “But what about the violence of ANTIFA, Black Lives Matter, and others?” There is the 
ever-present temptation, to which many have given in, to battle violence with violence, vitriol with 
vitriol, and hate with hate. To raise this as a genuine concern is correct. Since the Scriptures condemn 
acts of violent vengeance, Christ’s followers must do so as well.  
Violence, whether caused or condoned from counter-protest groups is as evil as the violence of the 
groups they oppose. 
Along with a clear condemnation of violence by both instigators and retaliators, there must also be a 
clear understanding of the long thread of white supremacy present in European cultural domination, 
exported to the original 13 colonies, winding its way from the birth of our nation, through the Civil 
War, reconstruction, the Jim Crow south, to its manifestation in the systemic racism of the present day. 



Condemnation of violence must be accompanied by recognizing and correcting the systemic racism 
that set the conditions within which ANTIFA and BLM were birthed.      
 
Peter’s instruction based on Christ’s example? Do Good ...   
 
20 On the contrary: “If your enemy is hungry, feed him; if he is thirsty, give him something to drink. In 
doing this, you will heap burning coals on his head.” (Proverbs 25:21) 21Do not be overcome by evil, but 
overcome evil with good. – Romans 12:20-21 
 
Do Good – public benevolence, public benefactions. 
 

• These verses reveal the best evidence for the practical atheism of many professing Christians; 
Peter’s instruction based on Christ’s example? Do good. The problem? We don’t. 

 
Who is going to harm you if you are eager to do good? 14 But even if you should suffer for what is 
right, you are blessed. “Do not fear their threats; do not be frightened. But in your hearts revere Christ 
as Lord.” – 1 Peter 3:14 
 

• Nothing is more sin-cycle breaking, anger reversing, and morally challenging than doing good in 
the face of evil. – Scot McKnight  

 

4. Speak well anyway - Always be prepared to give an answer to everyone who asks you to give the 

reason for the hope that you have. But do this with gentleness and respect, 16 keeping a clear 
conscience, so that those who speak maliciously against your good behavior in Christ may be ashamed 
of their slander. 17 For it is better, if it is God’s will, to suffer for doing good than for doing evil. 
 
Both a summary of what’s before and a launching for what’s ahead. Why are doing this? Why are you 
saying this? Why are you not doing or saying this? 
 

• Know solid answers, but understand you won’t always have them. What you DO have is the 
ability to speak to people with dignity, respect, and civility; even when it’s not given at first, and 
perhaps especially when it’s not returned. 
 

Called me what the internet says is the 4th worse insult in British slang. What did I want to do? What I 
did. It was hard. What has happened? Conversation ... where will it lead 
 

• “Often people don’t even want answers. They want to express their problem. If you go with 
them through their problem, you can help them. – Scot McKnight 

 
The gospel calls us to lives of grace in our truth-telling and compassion in our convictions. Be clear, 
look to Christ, do good, and speak well. This is impossible without Jesus. Only with Christ as our Lord 
can we hope to be like Him in our living. 
 



Questions to Ponder 

• Why was it important for Peter’s audience to understand the clear distinction between was is 
good and what is evil? 

• Do you agree with the importance of naming the evil against which Christians are called to 
stand? If so, why has there been reluctance by so many Christians to call out White Nationalism 
and its foundational principle of racism/white supremacy? 

• If you disagree with the question above, how do you respond to the collective call by 
conservative, Evangelical leaders to clearly and unequivocally condemn all forms of white 
supremacy? 

• Kevin shared that scholars and authorities on 1 Peter point out that Peter’s call to suffer is not a 
call to be a “Doormat for senseless violence or abusive situations.” Discuss the difference 
between refusing to participate in retaliation or vengeance for suffering, with the refusal to 
allow oneself to be the victim of senseless violence and abuse. 

• How does Peter’s idea of delayed vindication (Jesus’ vindication came after his death) challenge 
our desire for vindication/victory to be something experienced or realized in the present 
moment? Read through Hebrews 11 (paying close attention to verse 13). How does this text 
support Peter’s message? What does all this say about the expectation to realize victory and 
vindication in the here and now? 

• Why do we doubt the power of doing good when it is the means by which God’s Word calls to 
respond to evil? How do you respond to Kevin’s charge that this is the best evidence of the 
practical atheism of most professing Christians? 

• Discuss the idea of condemning racism – AND condemning the violence of ANTIFA/BLM – 
WHILE ALSO recognizing and correcting the systemic problems that gave rise to ANTIFA/BLM in 
the first place. Why do so many people seem uncomfortable, unable, or unwilling to be work 
redemptively in such a complex reality? A good article on this is available from our friends in 
the Methodist Church - http://www.pnwumc.org/news/on-many-sides-the-insidious-nature-of-
minimizing-racism/ 

• How do you respond to the definition of the word “good” in the text? What are some tangible 
ways that you personally can “Advance good?” What are some tangible ways for Calvary to 
“Advance good?”  

• Doing good often begins with speaking well. Peter calls for solid answers given with gentleness 
and respect. This circles us back to the introduction, where Peter’s basis is to recognize the 
value and dignity of people. Talk about how you talk. What are some things that must change in 
yourself, our church, and in the Christian community in order for us to become obedient to this 
Biblical principle? 

• How has this message, encouraged you, angered you, inspired you, frustrated you, challenged 
you, bored you, changed you? Why?     
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