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When Netfl ix released an 8-episode series about the strange occurrences in a small Indiana town, no one could have 
predicted how popular it would become. The underlying draw to Stranger Things is the same as the draw to modern fi lms 
and shows like Ghost Hunters, The Conjuring, Paranormal Activity, Blai r Witch, and Long Island Medium; that i n a culture as 

educated, as scientifically advanced, as technologically connected, as ours, there remains a desire for connection to more 
than what we can experience by our senses alone. 
 
Philosopher, Charles Taylor, describes such a l ife as being lived within an “imminent frame,” l imited by the senses and 

sciences, bound by the physical nature of the here and now. People within the imminent frame want more.  
 

 Julian Barnes, Nothing To Be Afraid Of, “I don’t believe in God, but I miss Him.” 

 “A secularist account of our contemporary age doesn’t do justice to the peculiar longings and hunger for the 

transcendent that characterize our contemporary age.“– James K.A. Smith 

 “The extraordinary is happening now under all  the ordinary. God is moving in the stranger things of l ife.”  

 
How do we interact with the supernatural? There is a right way and a wrong way. Today’s passage demonstrates that there 
are differences and consequences in what we think and how we interact with the powers at work beyond the frame: A way 
that leads to destruction and danger, and a way that leads to freedom and faith. 

 
1. Initiating the supernatural for knowledge, power, or direction apart from God will ultimately cost you all three. -  1 
Samuel 28:1-20 

 These practices attempted to circumvent Yahweh by seeking knowledge and power from spirits, and sought to 

diminish Yahweh’s role as the Lord over all  creation. God’s people have always been called to see Him and him 

alone as the ultimate power and authority in the universe.  
 

 We actually have a source for addressing, understanding, and navigating l ife and faith. God has given us his people a 

source by which we can grow in his strength, knowledge, wisdom, direction, counsel, and insight into God wants us 

to do today, and what we need to know about the future. 
 
2. Responding to God’s initiation of the supernatural provides knowledge, power, and direction, and so much more. – 1 
Samuel 28:16-17 

 Galatians 5:19-25, 1 John 4:1-3 

 There is faith-building freedom in all  that is offered when Christ is our source of supernatural power  and knowledge. 

 
3. Don’t miss God working in the “Stranger Things” of life by because you’re obsessed with the Strange or with Things. 

 The greatest mistake you can make with the supernatural is to overestimate or underestimate its influence. 

 There are two equal and opposite errors into which our race can fall  about the devils. One is to disbelieve in their 

existence. The other is to believe, and to feel an excess ive and unhealthy interest in them. They themselves are 
equally pleased by both errors and hail a materialist or a magician with the same delight." - C.S. Lewis, The 

Screwtape Letters 
 
Obsessed with “Things?”  

 Naturalists can become cynical and lose hope. You grow cynical when your mind disconnects from your heart.  

 
Obsessed with the “Strange?”  

 Supernaturalists can become weird and lose credibil ity. You grow superstitious when you disconnect your mind from 

reality.  
 

In the person and work of Jesus we see both the natural and supernatural in harmony.  
Isn’t that a strange and wonderful thing? 



Questions to Ponder 
 What are your initial thoughts to this message and series? Why? 

 Why do you think Kevin found this topic to be popular, but not addressed explicitly in churches?  

 How do you respond to the idea of so many people having experiences they have trouble explaining? Have you 

had such an experience, or do you know someone who has? How would you explain that experience?  

 Talk about the longing for the transcendent in our culture in the face of Naturalism and Secularism. How did the 
story about El Grecko’s artwork (Vision of St. John) help i l lustrate this reality? 

 Had you ever heard the story of Saul and the Witch of Endor? What did you think?  

 Why do you think that nations other than Israel banned such practices?  

 Talk about the information Saul received from “Samuel?” Was it worthwhile? Do you think that was really Samuel 

(yes, we’ll  talk more about this – stay tuned)? 
 Would you have more of a “Stranger” temperament, or a “Things” temperament? Why? What do you hope this 

series will  address for you? 
 Talk about the combination of the natural/supernatural in the person and work of Jesus? Had you ever considered 

this when thinking about a healthy view of the supernatural?  

 What questions did this message address for you? What questions did it raise?  

 


