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BIG IDEA 

 Jesus wants to teach us a life-changing lesson today! 

 He’s going to use Peter as an inspiring example for us to follow! 

 He’s going to demand an honest gut-level response from us this morning! 
 
TEXT – READ LUKE 5:1-11 
 
THREE REASONS JESUS DID WHAT HE DID 

 First, to declare his authority. 

 Second, to display his power. 

 Third, to test Peter’s faith. 
 
JESUS WAS DECLARING HIS AUTHORITY 

 Jesus doesn’t ask our permission. Everything we have is his.  

 He told Peter to put out into the deep water and let down the nets for a catch. 
o It wasn’t a request. He didn’t ask advice.  
o And Peter obeyed! “Master, because you says so!” 

 Jesus has absolute authority. His word is true.  
o It has nothing to do with how we feel or what we think or what we want. 
o Jesus has sole, supreme authority. 
o In Matthew 28:18, Jesus said, “All authority has been given to me in heaven and on 

earth.” 

 Jesus is declaring his authority – and we must respond like Peter: “Master, because you say 
so!” 

 
JESUS WAS DISPLAYING HIS POWER 

 Peter caught more fish than he ever had before!  

 There’s a connection between his authority and his power. 
o He has the authority to say anything he wants. 
o He has the power to do everything he says! 

 How should we respond? 
o Peter was humbled! 
o God’s power will lead you to fall at the knees of Jesus and humble yourself! 

 We can trust Jesus.  



 
 
 
JESUS WAS TESTING PETER’S FAITH 

 First, he gets in Peter’s boat. 

 Then he tells Peter to put out a little way from the shore. 

 Then he commands him to launch out into the deep water. 

 Then he had the audacity to tell Peter to let down his nets for a catch. 

 Each step was a test.  
o Jesus tested Peter in front of his friends. 
o Jesus tested Peter in front of the crowd of people who were still gathered there. 
o Peter’s response to Jesus’ commands was going have deep and lasting impact on 

those who were watching! 

 Peter’s reaction? 
o What was Peter’s gut reaction to all of this?  
o He obeyed! “Master, we’ve worked hard all night and haven’t caught anything; but 

because you say so, I will let down the nets.” 

 Jesus was testing Peter’s faith – and Peter humbly passed the test! 

 And his life was changed! I mentioned earlier that Jesus was going to teach us a life-
changing lesson today.  

 
FINISH 

 What was Jesus doing?  
o He was preparing Peter for something significant.  
o Take a look at 5:10-11: “Don’t be afraid. From now on you will catch men. So they 

pulled their boats up on shore, left everything and followed him.” 

 What are you going to do when Jesus gets in your boat? 
 
INVITATION 

 What’s your gut reaction? 

 Will you fix your attention on Jesus? 

 Will you refuse to put your agenda before his? 

 Will you obey immediately? 

 Will you trust him? 
o For salvation? 
o For the future? 

For the people around you? 
 


