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Revelation has a reputation for being mysterious, weird, and somewhat scary. Therefore, its influence 
is both undeniable and irresistible. Words like “Armageddon” and “apocalypse” are common 
metaphors for cataclysmic events. In fact, “Post-apocalyptic” is now a popular genre for books, films, 
and video games. The “4 Horsemen” have been used to describe everything from a team of 
professional wrestlers, to a set of destructive communication practices, and even my high school 
football team’s offensive line (Go Bloodhounds!!). When someone says, “heavenly” we imagine people 
in white robes sitting on fluffy clouds playing harps and walking streets of gold. All after checking in 
with St. Peter at Pearly gates, of course. Revelation images are not only in our vocabulary and 
imagination, but in our artistic expression. More than 50% of Christian art over two millennia was 
directly influenced by the book of Revelation. 
 
Since announcing this series, responses have been almost equally “Oh yes!” and Oh, no!” Both 
responses, however, were rooted in the same sentiments; anxiety and neglect. Used by permission, 
here are two early responses, “Oh yes, Revelation has always freaked me out, so maybe some it will 
finally make sense.” In contrast, “Oh no, Revelation is scary and hard to understand, so I’ve avoided it.” 
It’s out of a desire to bring confident clarity and understanding that I invite us to explore Revelation 
together. 
 
Discussions on Revelation inevitably include various views of eschatology, or study of end-times. It is 
not my intention to promote a particular view of end-times over another.  There are godly men and 
women who prayerfully and carefully come to different perspectives on how end-time events will 
occur. However, every Bible-believing Christian can affirm in unison that Jesus is King and will return to 
set all wrongs right and to restore what sin and death have corrupted.  
 
While Revelation points to the future return of Jesus, its message was to real people in real places, 
facing real difficulties in real-time. Future hope was revealed in order to provide daily strength.  

 
Yesterday’s vision of tomorrow’s hope provides today’s strength. 

 
The revelation from Jesus Christ, which God gave him to show his servants what must soon take place. 
He made it known by sending his angel to his servant John, 2 who testifies to everything he saw—that 
is, the word of God and the testimony of Jesus Christ. 3 Blessed is the one who reads aloud the words of 
this prophecy, and blessed are those who hear it and take to heart what is written in it, because the 
time is near. – Revelation 1:1-3 
 
There is an expectation for us to understand and apply Revelation, and a direct benefit and advantage 
in doing so. Not a hint of fear, anxiety, confusion, obsession, or neglect. So, what happened? Why is 
Revelation approached by so many with anxiety, fear, uncertainty, and suspicion? This series intends to 
recover Revelation’s message of courage and confidence as it was understood by the original 1st 
century audience, in hopes of replacing anxiety with genuine peace and neglect with confident 
application. 



Who needs Revelation? 
 
The 1st century church. - 9 I, John, your brother and companion in the suffering and kingdom and 
patient endurance that are ours in Jesus, was on the island of Patmos because of the word of God and 
the testimony of Jesus. 10 On the Lord’s Day I was in the Spirit, and I heard behind me a loud voice like a 
trumpet, 11 which said: “Write on a scroll what you see and send it to the seven churches: to Ephesus, 
Smyrna, Pergamum, Thyatira, Sardis, Philadelphia and Laodicea.” – Revelation 1:9-11 
 
Suffering and Kingdom – it was a difficult time, and many readers would be faced with pressure to 
become complacent in their faith, or to face the consequences of remaining faithful.  
 

• Revelation afflicted comfortable Christians while also comforting afflicted Christians. 
 
Unbelievably gruesome, violent, and brutal treatment of Christians. Memories of Nero (37-68) / The 
rise and reign of Domitian (81-96) – Cult of emperor worship. Yet, the efforts to exterminate the 
church only fanned the flames of its growth. It was the way early Christians faced pressure and 
persecution – with fortitude, peace, and confidence - it that inspired the growth of Christianity. How?! 
 
When you see Jesus as the risen, exalted, and victorious Messiah that he is, you will be able to face 
anything.  
 

• Revelation gave them a vision of the risen and victorious Jesus, which enabled them to 
confidently face and engage a hostile world.  

 
 
The 21st century church.  - 4 John, To the seven churches in the province of Asia: Grace and peace to 
you from him who is, and who was, and who is to come, and from the seven spirits before his throne, 5 
and from Jesus Christ, who is the faithful witness, the firstborn from the dead, and the ruler of the kings 
of the earth. To him who loves us and has freed us from our sins by his blood, 6 and has made us to be a 
kingdom and priests to serve his God and Father—to him be glory and power for ever and ever! Amen. 
– Revelation 1:4-6 
 

• 7 – Completion: complete composite of the church/then and now 

• Grace – vertical  Peace-horizontal 

• Was, is, is to come – I AM 

• Seven Spirits – Holy Spirit 

• Jesus Christ –  Loves, has freed, has made.  

• Priests to serve – represent God to people, and hold people before God. 
 

• Why do we need Revelation? Because anxiety and complacency remain temptations for the 
church. We need the encouragement, confidence, and hope of Jesus to face and engage an 
increasingly hostile world. 

 



Yesterday’s vision of tomorrow’s hope provides today’s strength. 
 

Where is this vision, hope, and strength found? In Jesus: Alpha, Omega, and Emmanuel 
 

1. He is the Alpha; the source of our identity. - 7 “Look, he is coming with the clouds,” and “every eye 
will see him, even those who pierced him”; and all peoples on earth “will mourn because of him.” So 
shall it be! Amen. 8 “I am the Alpha and the Omega,” says the Lord God, “who is, and who was, and 
who is to come, the Almighty.” – Revelation 1:7-8 
 

• The inevitable coming of the Lord will be an occasion of hope and joy, or of mourning and 
dread. It all depends on who or what is our Alpha and Omega. 

 
He is the uncreated One, he is the uncaused cause, he is the First, the point from which all of the 
universe has come.  This is the theology - Starting Point will address this. Begins September 9 
 

• 91% of US adults and 76% of Christians believe the best way to find yourself is to look inside 
yourself. 

• 97% of US adults and 91% of Christians agree that the highest good is to be true to yourself. 
 

• “It is evident that man never attains to a true self-knowledge until he has previously 
contemplated the face of God, and come down after such contemplation to look into himself.” 
– John Calvin 

 
The Son is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn over all creation. 16 For in him all things were 
created: things in heaven and on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or powers or rulers or 
authorities; all things have been created through him and for him. 17 He is before all things, and in him 
all things hold together. 18 And he is the head of the body, the church; he is the beginning and the 
firstborn from among the dead, so that in everything he might have the supremacy. - Colossians 1:15-
16 
 
What is your alpha point? Creator? Chance? 
Chance – You make up your own meaning and value – relative and subjective. 
Created – Meaning and truth are inherent and absolute. They are discovered and adjusted to. 
 

• Revelation was meant to remind its hearers of the source of their being and meaning; their 
alpha point. This equipped them to face whatever was ahead, since they knew from whom and 
by whom their identity came. 

 
 
 
 
 
 



2. He is the Omega; the focus of our purpose. “I am the Alpha and the Omega,” says the Lord God, 
“who is, and who was, and who is to come, the Almighty.” – Revelation 1:8 
 

• Just as Jesus must be the source of our identity and beginning, he also must be our purpose and 
end. 

 
The Son is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn over all creation. 16 For in him all things were 
created: things in heaven and on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or powers or rulers or 
authorities; all things have been created through him and for him. 17 He is before all things, and in him 
all things hold together. 18 And he is the head of the body, the church; he is the beginning and the 
firstborn from among the dead, so that in everything he might have the supremacy. For God was 
pleased to have all his fullness dwell in him, 20 and through him to reconcile to himself all things, 
whether things on earth or things in heaven, by making peace through his blood, shed on the cross. – 
Colossians 1:19-20 
 

• Jesus is not our means to another end. He is the end itself.  
o If Jesus is the means. Something else is the end. Vending machine. Make use of him as a 

means to an Omega point. 
o When He is the end. All means are measured weighed. The chief end of man is to glorify 

God and to enjoy him forever. 

• “God, if he was my accomplice, had betrayed me, but if he was God, he had freed me.” – 
Elisabeth Eliot 

 
3. He is Emmanuel; at work in the here and now.  - 12 I turned around to see the voice that was 
speaking to me. And when I turned I saw seven golden lampstands, 13 and among the lampstands was 
someone like a son of man, dressed in a robe reaching down to his feet and with a golden sash around 
his chest. 14 The hair on his head was white like wool, as white as snow, and his eyes were like blazing 
fire. 15 His feet were like bronze glowing in a furnace, and his voice was like the sound of rushing 
waters. 16 In his right hand he held seven stars, and coming out of his mouth was a sharp, double-
edged sword. His face was like the sun shining in all its brilliance. 17 When I saw him, I fell at his feet as 
though dead. Then he placed his right hand on me and said: “Do not be afraid. I am the First and the 
Last. 18 I am the Living One; I was dead, and now look, I am alive for ever and ever! And I hold the keys 
of death and Hades. 
 
Overwhelming power, along with closeness and presence. He is not aloof, he is here. He is Emmanuel, 
God with us.  
 
If we are the offspring of a Creator who is revealed in the person of Jesus, there is ultimate meaning in 
him being our Alpha, ultimate purpose in him being our Omega and ultimate value in each and every 
moment with people in this world in the meantime. 
 

• The First and Last cares about every day in between. So must we. Revelation prepares us to 
engage the world, not to escape the world. 

 



19 “Write, therefore, what you have seen, what is now and what will take place later. 20 The mystery of 
the seven stars that you saw in my right hand and of the seven golden lampstands is this: The seven 
stars are the angels of the seven churches, and the seven lampstands are the seven churches. 
 

Yesterday’s vision of tomorrow’s hope provides today’s strength. 
 
Questions to Ponder 

• Why do you think there is such a disparity in how people feel about Revelation (obsession vs. 
neglect)? Where were you on the scale? Did this message make a difference? 

• How do you respond to the language of blessing, comfort, peace, confidence, presence, and 
hope in this first chapter? How does this challenge the fear-based approach to Revelation that’s 
become so popular? If you approached this series with fear, how did you process today’s 
message? 

• What was the most significant thing you heard in the message? Why did it stand out to you? 

• Is Revelation’s description of the risen, glorified, and victorious Jesus a source of 
encouragement for you today? Why or why not? 

• Discuss the idea of Jesus as our Omega point. Why is Jesus so emphatic in stating his place as 
our Omega/End/Purpose/Last? Why is a faith where Jesus is our means to another end 
ultimately a religion different than biblical Christianity? 

• Kevin stated near the conclusion of the message, “Revelation prepares us to engage the world, 
not to escape the world.” How do you respond to this in light of Revelation chapter 1? How 
does this challenge popular notions and theories of the church being kept comfortable, 
isolated, and conflict free in this world? 

• Discuss the connection between the power, glory, and majesty of Jesus, alongside the 
descriptions of his being present, close, and active in the here and now (see verses 12-18). How 
does this give us a robust and renewed understanding of Jesus as not only Alpha and Omega, 
but also as Emmanuel (God with us)? Why and how do verse 12-18 make this world and the 
people in it matter in the here and now? 

 


