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The legend of the Fountain of Youth has endured for ages as men and women seek to turn back the clock. 
Today, you can visit and drink from a spring that feeds the Fountain of Youth Archaeological Park in St. 
Augustine, Florida. While the spring in Florida is a gimmick, there are numerous options that promise to make 
us look and feel younger ranging from the sensible to the absurd. 
 
There is a natural human fascination with newness. Whether it’s expressed through a fear of being seen as out 
of date or obsolete. As we experience the limitations brought on by age and time, we get the sense that 
somehow, we weren’t made for this. According to Ecclesiastes, our obsession for the new is actually an 
expression of our hunger for the eternal. (Ecc 3:11).  
 
This brings us to the end of the book of Revelation and its biggest reveal of all; newness. How can an ancient 
text like Revelation, from an ancient faith like Christianity, inspired by God who is “older” than time itself 
effectively talk about renewal in a way that makes any sense for us today? How does renewal work in an old 
book that talks so much about the future? 

 
Newness is a gift that has, is, and will eternally give to those willing to receive it. 

 
1. Re-newed Wonder. - Then I saw “a new heaven and a new earth,” for the first heaven and the first earth 
had passed away, and there was no longer any sea. 2 I saw the Holy City, the new Jerusalem, coming down out 
of heaven from God, prepared as a bride beautifully dressed for her husband.  
 
3 And I heard a loud voice from the throne saying, “Look! God’s dwelling place is now among the people, and 
he will dwell with them. They will be his people, and God himself will be with them and be their God. 4 ‘He will 
wipe every tear from their eyes. There will be no more death’ or mourning or crying or pain, for the old order of 
things has passed away.” 
 
 5 He who was seated on the throne said, “I am making everything new!” - Revelation 21:1-5 
 

• We think of newness in terms of youth. God describes newness in terms of quality.   
 
Two Greek terms for “new” 
Neos – young in duration 
Kainos – used in Revelation – new in terms of quality. Freshness brightness and strength -  
 

• God is characterized by newness. John’s gospel is saturated with newness, no wonder Revelation is as 
well. God, his word, and his gospel are all characterized by newness. 

 
Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, the new creation has come:[a] The old has gone, the new is here! – 2 Corinthians 
5:17 
 
Or don’t you know that all of us who were baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into his death? 4We were 
therefore buried with him through baptism into death in order that, just as Christ was raised from the dead 
through the glory of the Father, we too may live a new life. – Romans 6:3-4 
 
How does all this newness keep from getting old? 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=2+Corinthians+5%3A17&version=NIV#fen-NIV-28895a


 
9 One of the seven angels who had the seven bowls full of the seven last plagues came and said to me, “Come, 
I will show you the bride, the wife of the Lamb.” 10 And he carried me away in the Spirit to a mountain great 
and high, and showed me the Holy City, Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God. 11 It shone with the 
glory of God, and its brilliance was like that of a very precious jewel, like a jasper, clear as crystal.  
 
12 It had a great, high wall with twelve gates, and with twelve angels at the gates. On the gates were written 
the names of the twelve tribes of Israel. 13 There were three gates on the east, three on the north, three on the 
south and three on the west. 14 The wall of the city had twelve foundations, and on them were the names of 
the twelve apostles of the Lamb. 
 
15 The angel who talked with me had a measuring rod of gold to measure the city, its gates and its walls. 16 
The city was laid out like a square, as long as it was wide. He measured the city with the rod and found it to be 
12,000 stadia[c] in length, and as wide and high as it is long. 17 The angel measured the wall using human 
measurement, and it was 144 cubits[d] thick.[e]  
 
18 The wall was made of jasper, and the city of pure gold, as pure as glass. 19 The foundations of the city walls 
were decorated with every kind of precious stone. The first foundation was jasper, the second sapphire, the 
third agate, the fourth emerald, 20 the fifth onyx, the sixth ruby, the seventh chrysolite, the eighth beryl, the 
ninth topaz, the tenth turquoise, the eleventh jacinth, and the twelfth amethyst.  
 
21 The twelve gates were twelve pearls, each gate made of a single pearl. The great street of the city was of 
gold, as pure as transparent glass.22 I did not see a temple in the city, because the Lord God Almighty and the 
Lamb are its temple. 23 The city does not need the sun or the moon to shine on it, for the glory of God gives it 
light, and the Lamb is its lamp.  
 
24 The nations will walk by its light, and the kings of the earth will bring their splendor into it. 25 On no day will 
its gates ever be shut, for there will be no night there. 26 The glory and honor of the nations will be brought 
into it. 27 Nothing impure will ever enter it, nor will anyone who does what is shameful or deceitful, but only 
those whose names are written in the Lamb’s book of life. – Revelation 21:9-27 
 

• This is a city of unfathonable strength, inestimable value, inexhaustible newness. You’ll never get tired, 
never get bored, never become overly-familiar. Every street, nook, cranny, moment, and thought will 
be one of discovery. 

 
Marriage – “I knew her, I know her, I’m still getting to know her.” 
 

• To be a Christian is not to simply believe in a general way the truths of God in general and abstract 
ways. A Christian is someone who has received the truth as a living principle into their being and that 
truth is continually dawning on them ... continually being “re-newed” in them. 

 
2. Re-newed Purpose.  - Then he said, “Write this down, for these words are trustworthy and true.” 6 He said 
to me: “It is done. I am the Alpha and the Omega, the Beginning and the End. To the thirsty I will give water 
without cost from the spring of the water of life. 7 Those who are victorious will inherit all this, and I will be 
their God and they will be my children.  
 
8 But the cowardly, the unbelieving, the vile, the murderers, the sexually immoral, those who practice magic 
arts, the idolaters and all liars—they will be consigned to the fiery lake of burning sulfur. This is the second 
death.” – Revelation 21:5-8 



 

• Every goal, every prayer, every decision, every request, all of life is arranged with Jesus as the end; not 
with Jesus as the means to some other end, but with him as THE start and finish.  

• For Revelation, “the End” is not simply describing an event in time, but rather describing Jesus, the 
Lamb, as the true “End” of all things. 

 
3. Re-newed Realism - Then the angel showed me the river of the water of life, as clear as crystal, flowing from 
the throne of God and of the Lamb 2 down the middle of the great street of the city. On each side of the river 
stood the tree of life, bearing twelve crops of fruit, yielding its fruit every month. And the leaves of the tree are 
for the healing of the nations.  
 
3 No longer will there be any curse. The throne of God and of the Lamb will be in the city, and his servants will 
serve him. 4 They will see his face, and his name will be on their foreheads. 5 There will be no more night. They 
will not need the light of a lamp or the light of the sun, for the Lord God will give them light. And they will reign 
for ever and ever. – Revelation 22:1-5 
 

• Objections to Christianity – Too optimistic – head in the clouds, disconnected from real life. Opiate of 
the people. Too pessimistic – negative and demeaning – sinners – sin, gloom, and doom. But there is 
something wrong with humanity. 

 

• They are both right. Gospel is realistic because it is immediately pessimistic, but eternally optimistic.  
 

• Pessimism keeps you from naivete – no more curse, no more night ... but there is for now. 
Bible is honest about the sins of people, its leaders and “heroes” included. 
 

• Keeps you from being duped – you won’t ultimately trust people and systems. 
o The “right” person or party will never be in place as long as humans occupy the seats and write 

the policies. There will always be flaws. 

• Keep you from legalism 
World is no more bad than the church. Both are filled with sinners. Withdrawal from the “world” is naïve. You 
are not morally superior from those you are called to reach. 
 

• Optimism keeps you from despair – light, tree of life, healing of nations ... coming, but not yet 
Worldly optimism never lasts, it’s based on what is constantly changing. 
 

• Here we have the restoration of Eden, the realization of promises to Noah for the renewal of the earth 
and the promise to Abraham of that his offspring will be beyond counting. Here we have the final 
freedom from slavery of sin, in a city that fulfills every promise of the Promised Land. This reality, 
however, does not float free of human history. It’s grounded in history, is relevant to the present, and 
is a picture of an awaiting future. 
 

o Keeps you from falling victim to chance – He is the Omega, the End, the Last. All is heading to 
him. 

o Keeps you from falling victim to society – What people think – He is the One we serve and 
obey. It’s what he thinks that matters. 

o Keeps you from falling victim to Fear – In Christ, the future is a friend. 
 

• Gospel is realistic because it is immediately pessimistic, but eternally optimistic.  



 
4. Re-newed Mission. – The angel said to me, “These words are trustworthy and true. The Lord, the God who 
inspires the prophets, sent his angel to show his servants the things that must soon take place.” “Look, I am 
coming soon! Blessed is the one who keeps the words of the prophecy written in this scroll.” 
 
What does it mean for Christians that “Jesus is coming?” It offers an ever-renewing source of comfort, 
confrontation, and commission. Revelation itself describes Christ’s coming in ways that are helpfully complex.   
 

• There is an assumption that Jesus has come and is already present. Dying and rising before this letter, 
and present among the lampstands (1:12-20) 

 
8 I, John, am the one who heard and saw these things. And when I had heard and seen them, I fell down to 
worship at the feet of the angel who had been showing them to me. 9 But he said to me, “Don’t do that! I am a 
fellow servant with you and with your fellow prophets and with all who keep the words of this scroll. Worship 
God!” 
 
Then he told me, “Do not seal up the words of the prophecy of this scroll, because the time is near. 11 Let the 
one who does wrong continue to do wrong; let the vile person continue to be vile; let the one who does right 
continue to do right; and let the holy person continue to be holy.” 
 
12 “Look, I am coming soon! My reward is with me, and I will give to each person according to what they have 
done. 13 I am the Alpha and the Omega, the First and the Last, the Beginning and the End. 14 “Blessed are 
those who wash their robes, that they may have the right to the tree of life and may go through the gates into 
the city.  
 
15 Outside are the dogs, those who practice magic arts, the sexually immoral, the murderers, the idolaters and 
everyone who loves and practices falsehood. 
 

• The Christ who is present as Immanuel may “come” in local and contingent ways. Readers are warned 
Christ will “come to them” to confront them (2:5, 16,  3:3) 

 
16 “I, Jesus, have sent my angel to give you[g] this testimony for the churches. I am the Root and the Offspring 
of David, and the bright Morning Star.” 17 The Spirit and the bride say, “Come!” And let the one who hears say, 
“Come!” Let the one who is thirsty come; and let the one who wishes take the free gift of the water of life.  
 
18 I warn everyone who hears the words of the prophecy of this scroll: If anyone adds anything to them, God 
will add to that person the plagues described in this scroll. 19 And if anyone takes words away from this scroll 
of prophecy, God will take away from that person any share in the tree of life and in the Holy City, which are 
described in this scroll. 20 He who testifies to these things says, “Yes, I am coming soon.” 
 

• Christ, who is present will come in final defeat of evil and final redemption of his people. We are 
assured THAT the end will come but without knowing WHEN it will come. 

 

• Jesus has come, is present, and will come again. The newness he’s bringing eternally can begin to 
renew you today. 

 
Amen. Come, Lord Jesus. 21 The grace of the Lord Jesus be with God’s people. Amen. – Revelation 22:7-21 
 



 
Questions to Ponder 
 

• Discuss “newness” as defined by quality, brilliance, strength, and freshness as opposed to short 
duration of time or simply being “young.” 

• How does the idea that newness is about quality and not youth challenge the boredom and lack of 
wonder present in the lives of many Christians? 

• How do you respond to the statement, “For Revelation, ‘the End’ is not simply describing an event in 
time, but rather describing Jesus, the Lamb, as the true ‘End’ of all things.” 

• What do you think of the idea that renewed realism consists of BOTH healthy optimism AND healthy 
pessimism? How could some complex issues in our culture be navigated better with a healthy dose of 
the optimism and pessimism described in the message? 

• How might these visions of the New Heavens and New Earth lead people to be disinterested in the 
present world? Should this attitude be avoided? Why or why not, and how? 

• How might these visions of the New Heavens and New Earth lead people to be more deeply engaged in 
the present world? Should this attitude be embraced? Why or why not, and how? 

• How do you process the past, present, and future aspects of Jesus’ coming? How do these help us live 
in both patience and in expectation of his coming? 

• Overall, how has your attitude toward Revelation been affected by this series? What have you 
learned? How have you been challenged? How have you been changed? 

 


