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 “God, grant me the serenity to accept the things I cannot change, Courage to change the things 
I can, And wisdom to know the difference.” – Reinhold Neibhur 

“The only true wisdom is in knowing you know nothing.” – Socrates 

“Give me wisdom and knowledge, that I may lead this people, for who is able to govern this 
great people of yours?” – King Solomon, 2 Chronicles 1:10 

Wisdom one of the most important, useful, and relevant qualities in life. It can be applied to 
every decision you will ever make. Wisdom has a way of piercing through the fog of 
uncertainty, allowing you to learn from the past, while facing the present and future with 
confidence. Wisdom holds the key to living a life pleasing to God. In short, wisdom guides your 
walk.  

 “It's one thing to know God’s way, it's another thing to live it out. Wisdom is all about living life 
according to God’s perspective. Our desire is that you would acquire wisdom by learning to 
apply the truth of God's grace to the big and small decisions of real life.” 

A vital part of becoming a people and place of grace is making the acquisition of wisdom a way 
of life.  

1. What Is it? - The proverbs of Solomon son of David, king of Israel: 2  for attaining 

wisdom and discipline; for understanding words of insight; for acquiring a disciplined and 
prudent life, doing what is right and just and fair;- Proverbs 1:1-3 

“Wisdom is the practical insight and understanding of what it means to walk in God’s ways. It 
is the dynamic capacity to understand life from God’s perspective.”  

Learning, Applying, Doing 

1. Know What? - Learning – Attaining – Knowledge – “to know” – intimate relational, not 
the mere collection of information, it’s a knowledge rooted in a relationship with God, 
others, self, world. 

• Knowledge can exist and grow apart from wisdom, this is why incredibly bright 
people do incredibly stupid things. 
 

2. So What? -  Applying - “Understanding” – Not the accumulation of data, but insight into 
how that data is applied.  

•  “Knowledge is understanding that a tomato is a fruit; wisdom is not putting it in a 
fruit salad.” 

• Waitress: Jesus is alive, so what? Our problem is not a lack of information, but a lack 
of knowing what to do with it.  

• Information without application leads to frustration.  



3. Now What? - Doing – wisdom makes the knowledge practical and useful. 

 “Faith without works is dead” – James 1:22 ... interesting that James is called the Proverbs 
of the NT. 

• Wisdom turns revered beliefs into relevant actions. 

2. Why do we need it? - 4  for giving prudence to the simple, knowledge and 

discretion to the young--5  let the wise listen and add to their learning, and let the discerning 
get guidance--6  for understanding proverbs and parables, the sayings and riddles of the wise.7 
The fear of the LORD is the beginning of knowledge, but fools despise wisdom and discipline.- 
Proverbs 1:4-7 

A lot of life happens between the lines.  

1. Between good better and best. (Discerning- One who separates, divides, makes 
distinction) - On one hand, you might be facing several options that are all very good 
and “right”. If your filter is only set for right/wrong, and there is no “wrong” option, how 
do you proceed with a decision?  

• Right vs. wrong is just the beginning.  
 

2. Between not wrong, but not good. (Prudence - good sense, voluntarily limiting what 
one is free to do / Understanding - to figure out what is shrouded) On the other hand, 
it’s really easy for us to assume that if an action isn’t wrong, then it must be okay. If it’s 
not immoral, illegal, or unethical then it’s a viable option right? There are many options 
that aren’t wrong…but they’re not good ideas.  
 
Many people who first ask “is it wrong?”, later ask, “how did I end up in this mess?”  
 

• The best question is not always “Is this right or wrong." It is more often, “Is this 
wise?" 
 

3. Between making a point and making a difference. (Discretion - purpose, ability to 
devise, plan) - When the decision is black and white, wisdom calls us to be well-
informed in how we communicate and execute the decision.  

• Wisdom guides if, when, where, how, and why we respond to the rights and wrongs 
of life. 
 

4. Between Growing “Whole” and Growing “Old”   
• The simple – positions themselves to be naïve about life’s choices. One who does not 

pursue insight into the complexities of living in the world. 

• The fool - Not a lack of IQ. No respect, no reverence, no adoration. It is a deliberate 
posture. “In the Bible, foolishness means destructive self-centeredness.” - Tim Keller 
 

• The young - Who lacks experience. Getting old is not about age, it’s about attitude. 



Chip is a man in his mid 50’s whose track record in the hospitality industry is legendary. In 2013, 
he joined the team at Air B&B, one of the world’s fastest growing and youngest companies. 
Chip’s bosses are more than two decades younger than him. In the first meeting he attended, a 
25-year old engineer asked him a question using lingo Chip had never heard. It was an awkward 
moment that had both Chip and his younger team members wondering if they could ever get 
on the same page, or if they should even be in the same room. The choice for young and old in 
that room was a question of teachability. 

They decided that there was much they could learn from each other. They could share with him 
their "digital intelligence," the deep and intuitive understanding of technology. In turn, Conley 
could offer them the emotional intelligence he had gained over the years. He knew how to read 
manage people, and create a healthy and supportive work environments. His "wise eyes" 
needed the "fresh eyes" of his younger colleagues, and they needed the wise eyes of his 
emotional maturity. Chip knew he was an elder but wanted to become what he calls a “modern 
elder”  

• A modern elder is a wisdom-seeker.. Growing “whole” in this way keeps you from 
growing “old”. 
 

• Growing old is not about age, it’s about attitude. Growing whole means to see 
yourself as both an intern and a mentor, or what some call a mentern.  

 “So give your servant a discerning heart to govern your people and to distinguish between right 
and wrong. For who is able to govern this great people of yours?” – 1 Kings 3:9 

• Teachability is the difference. Are we willing to remain teachable? 

3. How do I acquire it? - 7 The fear of the LORD is the beginning of knowledge. 

Through direct exposure – trial and error 

• Sometimes in life, your situation will keep repeating itself until you learn your 
lesson. – Brigitte Nicole 

Through mediators - Human, written.  

• Discipleship / core Groups – Wisdom is shared  
The more accurate question is not what, but Who? - The NT connects the wisdom of God with the 
person of Jesus… 

It is because of him (God) that you are in Christ Jesus, who has become for us wisdom from God--that is, 
our righteousness, holiness and redemption. – 1 Corinthians 1:30 

My purpose is that they may be encouraged in heart and united in love, so that they may have the full 
riches of complete understanding, in order that they may know the mystery of God, namely, Christ,3  in 
whom are hidden all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge.- Colossians 2:2-3 



This is not a call to a set of values, or to a group of clever teachings, or to the mere principles of 
wisdom. It is a call to follow Wisdom Himself. 

• Aristotle said to his disciples – follow my teachings

• Buddah said to his disciples – follow my meditations

• Confucius said to his disciples – follow my sayings

• Muhammad said to his disciples – follow my noble pillars

• Jesus called to his disciples – FOLLOW ME

The path to acquiring wisdom begins and ends with the person of Jesus.

Questions to Ponder 

• How is the definition of wisdom different or similar to how you’ve defined it before today?

• Why is it important to understand the practical nature of wisdom?

• Discuss how wisdom navigates the many areas of life “between the lines? How does wisdom help us
more effectively navigate the issues of life and faith that ARE black/white, right/wrong, either/or?

• Acquiring wisdom is not meant to be done alone. Talk about the importance of groups / community,
and partners. If discipleship is done in groups, why are so many at Calvary not connected with a group?

• Do you see yourself growing whole or growing old? Apply this question to your group. Apply this
question to Calvary. How can you become a “mentern?”

• Are you trying to pursue wisdom apart from following Jesus? Wisdom’s call is not simply about
principles, but about the person of Jesus.


