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One of the difficulties with James is that he appears to stand in conflict with other principles taught in scripture. 
Take today’s passage. “You see that a person is justified by what he does and not by faith alone.” – James 2:24.    
 

If Paul says that faith is how we are made right with God, how can James say that faith alone cannot save? On 
the other hand, if works are needed for a right relationship with God, then why do we need faith at all?  
What good is it, my brothers and sisters, if someone claims to have faith but has no deeds? Can such faith save 
them? – James 2:14 

 
In reality, James teaches that faith and works aren’t contradictory, they are complimentary; they are essentially 
interdependent; one is incomplete without the other. Kind of like the Trinity: Salvation is a gift of grace given by 

God through faith in Jesus Christ, which we are enabled to receive by the power of conviction and conversion 
through the Holy Spirit. That faith in God, however, is expressed, validated, and practiced through actions 
informed by obedience to the teachings of Jesus Christ, as we are empowered by the Holy Spirit. 
 

Faith without works is just wishful thinking.  So what does a working, walking faith look like? 
 

1. It’s passion pushing you to compassion. Suppose a brother or sister is without clothes and daily food. 16  If 

one of you says to him, "Go, I wish you well; keep warm and well fed," but does nothing about his physical needs, 
what good is it? 17  In the same way, faith by itself, if it is not accompanied by action, is dead.- James 2: 14-17 

"But whoever has this world's goods, and sees his brother in need, and shuts up his heart from him, how does the 

love of God abide in him?  "My little children, let us not love in word or in tongue, but in deed and in truth." " (1 John 
3:17-18) 
 

 A working faith understands that it's not enough to feel passion. We have to do compassion; even if it’s 
inconvenient…even if it’s risky. 

 
2. It’s rough and risky practice on the way to precision.   -  In the same way, was not even Rahab the prostitute 
considered righteous for what she did when she gave lodging to the spies and sent them off in a different 

direction? 26  As the body without the spirit is dead, so faith without deeds is dead. - – James 2:25-26 

 Practice is necessary for precision. 

 Even in our attempts to live out our faith, we will get parts of it wrong. We are “practicing” Christians, 

we are followers who stumble and get up again as we imperfectly, yet purposefully follow a Savior who 
can draw straight lines with crooked sticks. 

 

3. It’s orthopraxy that puts hands and feet to orthodoxy. But someone will say, "You have faith; I have 

deeds." Show me your faith without deeds, and I will show you my faith by what I do. 19  You believe that there is 
one God. Good! Even the demons believe that--and shudder. 20  You foolish man, do you want evidence that 
faith without deeds is useless ? – James 2:18-20 

Hear, O Israel: The LORD our God, the LORD is one. 5  Love the LORD your God with all your heart and with all your 
soul and with all your strength. – Deuteronomy 6:4-5 

 
 The call to believe in one God is immediately followed by the relational invitation to love the Lord, a call 

to action. 
 
 



Was not our ancestor Abraham considered righteous for what he did when he offered his son Isaac on the altar? 22  
You see that his faith and his actions were working together, and his faith was made complete by what he did. 23  

And the scripture was fulfilled that says, "Abraham believed God, and it was credited to him as righteousness," and 
he was called God's friend. 24  You see that a person is justified by what he does and not by faith alone.  -James 
2:22-24 
 

 Salvation comes by relationship of active trust in God, not simply through beliefs about God. 

 
Faith on its own is dead. Works apart from faith cannot bring life. The two are interdependent and synergetic; 

working together to produce a living, active, vibrant, working and walking expression of faith. 
 

Questions To Chew On 
 How would you talk to someone that claimed faith and works were contradictions? Why do you think 

this is a sticking point? If it’s still a sticking pit for you, did the message help or not? How? 
 What do you think about the comparison of passion and compassion? Why would the James need to 

spell out something (verses 14-17) that should be such a simple concept to understand? 

 We’re all really busy. Could busyness get in the way of compassion? How?  

 What do you think of the notion that God might just interrupt our workflow for the sake of our faith 

and someone else’s flourishing?  
 What do you think of the whole idea that “practicing” our faith is the best way to work toward a more 

precise faith? What about all the rough edges, mistakes, and failures we’ll make? Shouldn’t we “get it 
together” a bit before practicing? Is that even possible? Why do you think we suffer from the 
“paralysis of analysis” when it comes to practicing our faith?  

 Why would a rough and risky faith practitioner be better than a precise but removed faith 

perfectionist?  
 Should James have used Rahab and Abraham as an examples of faith? Does it bother you that her act 

of faith included being deceptive, while Abraham’s involved child sacrifice? What do you think about 
this?  

 How do you respond to the idea that God points to flawed and broken people as examples of faithful 

living?  

 Does it bother you that James says right beliefs are not in adequate signs of genuine faith? Why?  

 Which is more important, inhaling or exhaling? Which side should win? Using that idea, what is more 

important, faith or works? Which side should win? How does help you grasp and explain  a better 
understanding of faith and works? 

 


