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This section of James’ letter confronts the problem of conversational conflict among early Christians. What was 
true then is true now; words matter. 
 

It seems the way in which these believers were conversing among themselves and their community left much 
to be desired. James steps in to give everyone a l oving but firm time out, reminding them of how important it is 
for conversations to be carried out, and opinions to be expressed in ways that promoted peace, goodness and 
understanding.  

 
James once again calls us to look inward. There must be an interior foundation upon whi ch our approach to 
conversation is built. What informs the heart where our convictions develop? How does the heart convey to 

our mind how our convictions are to be processed and understood? How does the mind arrange, and 
determine the words we choose and how those words are delivered to the ears, mind, and heart of another? 
 
1. How does our heart tell our mind to tell our mouth what it should say?  -13  Who is wise and understanding 

among you?  
James answers this with one word: Wisdom.  

 Wisdom is the thoughtful application of God’s word to the varied circumstances of real l ife.  

 

2. Wisdom tells my heart to tell my mind to tell my mouth what it should say. - Let him show it by his good 
life, by deeds done in the humility that comes from wisdom.- James 3:13 

 Wisdom is not only the foundation on which conversation must build, wisdom functions as the filter 

between the mind and the mouth, as well as the flavor that makes conversations sweet. 
 

3. Wisdom tells my heart to tell my mind to tell my mouth what it should say. 14  But if you harbor bitter envy 
and selfish ambition in your hearts, do not boast about it or deny the truth  15  Such "wisdom" does not come down 
from heaven but is earthly, unspiritual, of the devil. 16  For where you have envy and selfish ambition, there you 
find disorder and every evil practice. James 3:15-16 

 Can both fresh water and salt water flow from the same spring? …Neither can a salt spring produce fresh 

water. – James 3:11,12 
 But the things that come out of the mouth come from the heart, and these make a man 'unclean.' – 

Matthew 15:18 
 Above all else, guard your heart, for it is the wellspring of life.- Proverbs 4:23 

 The heart’s foundation is the source of all  that forms and informs our emotions, mind, and will.  

 
4. Wisdom tells my heart to tell my mind to tell my mouth what it should say.  17  But the wisdom that comes 

from heaven is first of all pure; then peace-loving, considerate, submissive, full of mercy and good fruit, impartial 
and sincere. 18  Peacemakers who sow in peace raise a harvest of righteousness.- James 3:17-18 
 

 “You never know when a moment and a  few sincere words can have an impact on a l ife.”- Zig Ziglar 

 
Wisdom tells my heart to tell my mind to tell my mouth what it should say… 

 It’s easy to build walls. Wisdom calls us to build bridges. 

 It’s easy to be right. Wisdom calls us to relate. 

 It’s easy to lash out. Wisdom calls us to l isten.  

 It’s easy to be correct. Wisdom calls us to connect.  

 It’s easy to demand answers. Wisdom calls us to learn stories.  

 It’s easy to make a point. Wisdom calls us to make a difference.  

 
 



Questions to Ponder 
 How do you see the conversational condition of the Christian community? Do you think we need some 

conversational coaching? If not, why not? 

 Why do you think James is so concerned about this issue? 

 Let’s get real – apply this section of scripture to the practices of professing Christians and candidates 

in the current political “conversation.” Why are Christians giving a pass to one another and to 
candidates on both sides for rhetoric that clearly stands in conflict with Scripture? 

 How do you respond to the fact that the term for “selfish ambition” in verses 14 and 16 was 

understood in terms relating to factions, electioneering, and a party spirit (partisianship)?  
 Are my conversations with and about others adorned with wisdom’s truth, goodness, and beauty? 

 In what ways does this issue concern you? In what ways are those concerns related to your own 

approach to conversations? 

 Have you ever connected wisdom with the heart, mind and mouth?  

 Am I primed for peace, or prone to provoke? 

 The natural and frequent objection to this will  be, “But sometimes the truth needs to be told.” This is 

true, but is often the excuse given for simply being rude – and James does NOT provide this excuse. So 
how do you handle the truth that James does not allow for the laziness of rudeness? 

 Use the elements of “heavenly wisdom” in vv. 17-18 as a guide to your own conversations. How will  

this guide change the way you converse with fellow believers, with non-believers, even with 
“enemies”? 

 On what foundation is your heart built? The wisdom coming from Jesus Christ, or the “wisdom” of this 

world?  
 
 


