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In this series, we learned that hope is the life-shaping certainty of something that hasn't yet happened, but we 
know it will. We also learned that what we believe about the future impacts whether or not we live in hope 
today.  
 
How does Christian hope address the real tensions of race, culture, that continue to exist within the Christian 
community? Kevin is this really a problem?  
 
Actually, it’s been a problem for the church in general since its beginning. In Galatians 2, the primary leaders 
of the early church, Paul and Peter, engaged in a heated dispute because Peter, who’d been hanging out with 
non-Jewish Christians, suddenly withdrew from them when his Jewish friends came to town. Paul called him 
out for it, referring directly to Peter’s race-based hypocrisy. Ok, but is it still a big problem now? 
 

• During the flood of refugees into our area, some of the loudest voices of resistance to Calvary’s efforts 
to provide aid came from within the Christian community. 

 

• The onset of Covid-19 saw Chinese people, Asian-Americans, and their cultural practices treated with 
suspicion and contempt, causing a Chinese family to ask if they’d be welcome at Calvary since they’d 
been encouraged not to attend their previous place of worship. A member of another Chinese family 
thanked us in an email for our kindness to Chinese people, after his own experience of hostility in an 
area church. 

 
• Last week a video surfaced of an unarmed black man being shot and killed by two white men acting as 

vigilantes back in February, prompting arrests of the two shooters and inquiry into how the case has 
been mishandled. Responses from professing Christians praise the efforts of the shooters and assume 
the guilt of the black man even without due process. In contrast, Christians from the black community 
make sweeping accusations that call the very faith of white Christians into question. 

 
Like the early church, Racial division has been an ongoing issue in the American church since the birth of our 
nation. The solution proposed to the early church is the same solution we need today; Hope.  
 
Romans 14-15 demonstrates how Christian hope addresses the need for people of different races and cultures 
to live together in peace, and why that hope is necessary for us to really know Christ, to fully apply the gospel 
to our lives, and to live as ambassadors of God’s Kingdom. 
 
The passage invites us to one voice in four ways:   
 
1. Take a real look at the real problem. – One person’s faith allows them to eat anything, but another, whose 
faith is weak, eats only vegetables. - Romans 14:2 

• Eat this not that – Food problem? Clean/Unclean foods 
• God said this, not that. Theological Problem? Jesus fulfilled the cleanliness law. 14:14 

 
o Some Jewish Christians in Rome still felt certain foods were wrong to eat. Paul calls them weak 

in faith. Why? They hadn’t applied the gospel to every area of their life. The strong were those 
without an issue ... with the food.  
 



 

o It looks like a typical theological quarrel until compared with a similar dispute in 1 Corinthians 8. 
Most foods in Corinth were dedicated to idols. Some Gentile Christians believed you couldn't 
eat meat. Paul calls them weak. The strong were those without an issue ... with the food.  

 
• God blesses our people, not those people. – Racial Issue hiding behind theology and devotional 

preferences 
 

• Racial differences lie beneath many conflicts we attribute to other issues (theological, philosophical, 
preferential, ecclesiastical, legal). We even read the Bible through our cultural lenses. 
 

o Every one of us stands in a culture, which limits how much of the gospel's glory we can see.  
 
2. Admit that our working solution doesn’t work. - The one who eats everything must not treat with contempt 
the one who does not, and the one who does not eat everything must not judge the one who does, for God has 
accepted them. Who are you to judge someone else’s servant?  
 
To their own master, servants stand or fall. And they will stand, for the Lord is able to make them stand. – 
Romans 14:3-4 
 

• Paul’s descriptions mirror the modern world’s.  
o The judgmental Closed-Minded (no one is right but me) – brings a lot of problems 
o The contemptuous Open-Minded (no one is wrong, except the one who thinks they’re not.) 

Peace is only possible if everyone is right. 
 
In Romans 14-15 and 1 Corinthians 8, Paul makes a negative evaluation of weakness (closed-mindedness), he 
says it’s not good. But his actual rebukes are toward the “strong,” the open-minded.  
 

• It’s a self-defeating statement. When you insist no one has the truth and whoever thinks they do is 
narrow, you’re stating the very thing you oppose. (My relativistic approach is the truth) 

 
If you’re intolerant of intolerant people, you’re intolerant. If you’re judgmental of judgmental people, you’re 
judgmental.  
 

• Self-righteous open-mindedness is another form of self-righteous closed-mindedness. Both are acts of 
self-righteous superiority. 

 
• Believing everyone is right is no more a solution to racial, cultural, religious division than believing 

everyone else is wrong. 
 
3. See the problem as the best hope for its solution. - One person considers one day more sacred than 
another; another considers every day alike. Each of them should be fully convinced in their own mind. 6 
Whoever regards one day as special does so to the Lord.  
 
Whoever eats meat does so to the Lord, for they give thanks to God; and whoever abstains does so to the Lord 
and gives thanks to God.  
 
7 For none of us lives for ourselves alone, and none of us dies for ourselves alone. 8 If we live, we live for the 
Lord; and if we die, we die for the Lord. So, whether we live or die, we belong to the Lord. 9 



 

 
 For this very reason, Christ died and returned to life so that he might be the Lord of both the dead and the 
living. – Romans 14:5-9 

 
• Our racial and cultural differences are a huge problem, and they are also the solution to that problem.  

 
o My reading parable of Good Samaritan with Sudanese Christians – “they can’t be right” I hid 

behind theology, and tradition, but after all was said and done, it was the simple fact that I 
believed their cultural perspective was inferior to mine.  

 
Instead, I learned about another angle from which to see more of the glory and beauty of the 
gospel. 

 
Four Loves – 3 best friends – Jack (C.S. Lewis), Charles (Williams), Ronald (J.R.R. Tolkien. Charles dies, they 
realize there are parts of Jack and Ronald brought out by Charles that will never come out again.  
 

• A person is a person because of other persons. – Desmond Tutu 
 

• The more racially and culturally homogeneous a church is, the larger their blind spots. We need each 
other to see each other, the gospel, Jesus, and the Kingdom more completely. 

 
4. Realize hope’s strength is accessed through weakness. - Accept the one whose faith is weak, without 
quarreling over disputable matters ... We who are strong ought to bear with the failings of the weak and not 
to please ourselves. - Romans 14:1, 15:1 
 
Biblical acceptance is the opposite of worldly tolerance, which says, do what you want as long as it doesn’t 
impose on me. Stay in your lane, keep to your side of the tracks, stay with your kind, remember your place, 
stay over there with your people. See how segregating this is?  
 

• Accept the weak. Accept means to draw in, to welcome, to adjust your life to have a relationship with 
someone who is culturally different than you. Worldly tolerance requires segregation. Biblical 
acceptance requires integration. 

 
• Paul doesn't command the weak to go and get strong. He calls the strong to weaken themselves in 

humility and to love the weak into strength.  
 
20 – Don’t mislead or confuse people. Get close enough to see their side, understand what they believe and 
why. Understand the strengths of their position. Appreciate the nuances of their culture. Learn and teach in 
the context of a relationship of equality. This is a command not to ignore or overlook differences, but to talk 
about them, explore them, understand them. 
 
The list of racial offences at the beginning might have caused you to shake your head, or to pray, as I have, 
Jesus, save me from your followers. But those folks we disdain are our brothers and sisters – will we humble 
ourselves to help our neighbors and fellow Christians, instead of treating them with contempt? Will we let 
biblical acceptance heal the racial divide? 

 
• Based on the Biblical definition of acceptance, it’s impossible to accept someone you think you’re 

superior to. 



 

 
Where does the ability to do this come from? Christian Hope – 15:4 For even Christ did not please himself 
but, as it is written: “The insults of those who insult you have fallen on me. 

• Our hope is based in one who saw our weakness in sin, humbled himself and took on himself our 
weakness and sin, in order to give us the strength to stand.  

 
For everything that was written in the past was written to teach us, so that through the endurance taught in 
the Scriptures and the encouragement they provide we might have hope. 

• Our shared experience in the gospel allows us to endure our differences and encourage each other. 
This does not mean that all believers must see eye-to-eye on everything, but that the more Christ fills 
the spiritual vision, the greater will be the cohesiveness of the church. 

 
 5 May the God who gives endurance and encouragement give you the same attitude of mind toward each 
other that Christ Jesus had, 6 so that with one mind and one voice you may glorify the God and Father of our 
Lord Jesus Christ. – Romans 15:3-6 
 

• Our hope for the future is a powerful belief that we will be one people in one Kingdom, which calls us 
to a unified voice of proclamation. Why not practice what’s coming tomorrow as a witness to this 
world today?  

 
Questions for Reflection 

• Kevin said he was surprised to read that Paul leveraged hope as a means to address this topic. What’s 
your initial response to this topic being included in a series on hope? 

• Why do you think racial tensions hide beneath other issues? What are some examples of this in our 
modern context? 

• How would you explain why neither judgmental narrow-mindedness, nor contemptuous broad-
mindedness is a sufficient solution to racial tension? How do both approaches display self-
righteousness? 

• In what ways has your cultural perspective on an issue kept you from seeing or understanding the 
cultural perspective of someone else?  

• Romans 15:5-9 describes a variety of ways people live "unto the Lord.” Teaching on this, Kevin stated, 
“The more racially and culturally homogeneous a church is, the larger their blind spots.” Does Calvary 
have blind spots based on these criteria? How big are the blind spots? To what extent would you say 
Calvary is racially/culturally diverse? Are YOU okay with that? 

• How do you respond to the description of “quiet prejudice” in Las Cruces? 
• How can “open-minded” Christians draw near in humility to “closed-minded” Christians and neighbors 

for whom racial tension remains a struggle? Why is this approach a better way than “calling them out” 
or otherwise aggressively using shame to address the issue? 

 


