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Throughout the series, we have described three key relationships in our kids’ lives as three 
dials.  

• Child’s relationship with parents 

• Friends and influences outside the family. 

• Child’s relationship with God. 
 
Last week we learned that no relationship had had a more significant impact on the trajectory 
of your life and mine than the quality of the relationship we've had with our parents. 
 
It should come as no surprise that the Scriptures have a lot to say to parents (not the church) 
about their young people's relationship with God. The language of scripture in describing God is 
not just relational. It's parental. Listen, my son, to your father’s instruction 
    and do not forsake your mother’s teaching. - Proverbs 1:8 
 
Why? 
 
There is no one with more influence on how our children come to see God, than parents. A 
child’s concept of God is shaped more by their parents than by anything and anyone else. 
 
This has impacted you and I. We've learned, had to unlearn and had to re-learn based on how 
our parents turned this dial. 
 

• Maybe God wasn’t talked about. (I’m not qualified, I don’t know about that, Ask 
someone else, we don’t talk about that). 

• Maybe God was just a commodity ... if there wasn’t practice. 

• Maybe God was used as a way to control. (If you ________ you will go to hell.) 
 
I’ve found four perspectives parents take:  

• It’s not important. 

• It’s a good thing for a well-rounded life. 

• It should be a priority. 

• It is the most important. There is nothing in life more important. 
 
You and I will influence them one way or another. We are shaping their concept of God, so let’s 
be sure we turn the dial in the right direction. This requires parenting where we walk with our 
kids in their spiritual journey. 
 
I want this to be a church where you are involved and engaged in the spiritual formation of 
your children by walking with your children. 
 



Three questions help us understand what walking with them and dialing in God for them can 
look like. Keep these questions in front of you.  

1. What do I pray they’ll become? – Trust in the Lord with all your heart – Proverbs 3:5

What’s the picture/vision for their life? Do not define this in terms of performance. Define it 
in terms of relationship.  And don't make them like you!

They are developing a vision driven primarily by three quests: 

• Identity – Who am I? Negotiation of how others see me, how I want others to see me,
and how I see myself.

• Belonging – Where do I fit? Who will accept and include me?

• Purpose – What difference do I make/Do I and my choices matter?

Trust in the Lord with all your heart – Proverbs 3:5 

Trust: their ability to have hope in an uncertain world is founded on their understanding of a 
Father who loves them unconditionally, sees and knows them intimately, and has called them 
for a purpose. 

Their hope, belonging, purpose, and identity are anchored to someone who lives forever, not to 
something that’s passing away. 

Temptation is not a question of willpower. It is a question of trust. 

Heart: When my trust is connected at the very center of my being, I have the capacity to 
navigate life that I would not have otherwise.  

• We pray that our kids become people who trust God’s best for them.

2. Where are they now? – lean not on your own understanding. – Proverbs 3:5

There are categories of information that are my responsibility to know about as their parent. 

• Who are they friends with?

• Who are the other adult influences in their life?

• What are their interests and how are they changing?

• What are they being told/taught?

• Don't assume you know just because you were a kid once. It's not the same world. Don't
lean on your own understanding. Part of God's gift to parents is other parents, resources
on parenting, and our kids themselves.



Leaning on one’s own understanding is more than failing to pray about decisions. It is more like 
being wise in one’s own eyes that is, believing that one can determine what is right and wrong 
without guidance from God and his gift of wisdom. 
 

• Be curious – If there’s something you don’t understand, ask them about it (without 
putting it down). Ask them what they think about things going on in their world. 

 
o Hey, I heard this podcast about ______. What do you think? How does it affect 

you? 
 

• Be a detective - Talk to their teachers. Ask their coach. Ask your spouse. Ask them what 
they think about certain topics. Read the signs. 

 

• Be courageous – just go there. The less we talk about it, the harder it will be to talk 
about it. Parents have to go first, not as experts, but as students. 

 

• When we model curiosity and a commitment to keep learning, it speaks volumes. How 
can we teach them to practice this passage if we don’t? 

 
3. How can I help them take the next step? – In all your ways acknowledge him and he will 
direct your paths. – Proverbs 3:6 
 
Direct/Straight – a contrast to the crookedness of fools. Also flattening and clearing the way 
ahead. How can we help navigate obstacles and challenges to our kids’ faith? 
 
What if it's trusting Christ? Do they know how to pray? 
 
Some of the pushback from parents (especially Dads), "I can't do that." I'm not a pastor. I don't 
have time, My wife knows more about that than I do, I don’t think I can do that. 
 

• When faith is seen as a noun, it gets reduced to a what; a possession you “get” and can 
“lose”. But faith as a verb is about how to practice faith. 

 
This sounds more like the passage trust, lean, acknowledge. 
 
Faith as action (faithing): 

• Being transformed, not just informed. 

• Integrating spirituality and life experiences rather than separating them. 

• Emphasizes the emotional and relational elements of spiritual formation, not just the 
intellectual.  

 
Sometimes parents feel like they have to have it all right. You don’t. Your kids don’t need you to 
be a professional. They just need you to practice. 



 
Growing With: Every Parent’s Guide to Helping Teenagers and Young Adults Thrive in their Faith, 
Family, and Future, book by Kara Powell and Steven Argue.  
 
What about the dial in your own life? Those questions need to be asked of ourselves first. 
 
These all drive each of us even as adults. Parenting also triggers these same questions. 
Those questions are at a rolling boil, but for parents, they are simmering.  
 
1. Identity – Who am I? Negotiation of how others see me, how I want others to see me, and 
how I see myself. 
2. Belonging – Where do I fit? 
3. Purpose – What difference do I make/Do I and my choices matter? 
 
What needs to happen in my own relationship with Christ so I can enhance my younger loved 
one’s relationship with Jesus Christ? 
 
Questions to Ponder  

• How has your concept of God been affected by your parents? In what ways has this 
helped and/or hurt your relationship with God as an adult? 

• What concepts of God do you most want your kids to learn from you? 

• What are you praying your kid will become?  

• Kevin listed several categories of info parents need to know about their kids. Can you 
think of others? What categories are not important for you to know? 

• How do you respond to the suggestions to be curious, be a detective, and be 
courageous? How can others in your group help you and in which of these could you 
help others in your group? 

• Discuss Kevin’s statement, “Your kids don’t need you to be a professional. They just 
need you to practice.” How does this statement make you feel as a parent? 

• Discuss the self-exam Kevin suggested. Have you settled your own identity, purpose, 
and sense of belonging? Have you trusted Jesus Christ? Are you practicing? In what 
ways can Calvary or your group help you enhance your kid’s relationship with Christ? 

 
Calvary has ordered copies of the book Kevin mentioned, Growing With. Listen to the Calvary 
Afterparty podcast this week for a way to get one for free!  


