
Enduring Light: Revelation 2:8-11 
Dr. Kevin D. Glenn – Lead Pastor 

 
One of the metaphors used to describe a Christian’s presence in the world is light. When Jesus says, 
“You are the light of the world (Matthew 15:4), it’s easy to think of light as a welcome, and warm 
source of guidance and illumination. But light also exposes what’s hiding in the dark. In this way light 
can be necessary, but painful and unwelcome. This is often what can happen when living as the light of 
the world penetrates the darkness this world loves.  
 
Pastor, author, and theologian, Timothy Keller put it this way, “Simply living the way you should live 
can expose dishonesty in the office, racism in the neighborhood, gossip in your social circle, corruption 
in your government office. Just living with integrity will irritate many people. This is why simple 
goodness will attract hostility. People hate a person with integrity (Proverbs 29:10). The wise person 
will not be surprised at this. We should expect this (2 Timothy 3:12), because our Lord, who was the 
light that exposed darkness, got nothing less.” – Timothy Keller, God’s Wisdom for Navigating Life 
 
The church in ancient Smyrna was lighting up the darkness. Their integrity and faithfulness stood in 
stark contrast to the idolatry and corruption in their city. For this they suffered greatly. Jesus’ message 
to Smyrna is a stark and illuminating reality check for us all. It’s a message calling for the light placed in 
us by Christ to endure, even as the darkness closes in from all sides. 
 

The light shines brightest when the dark is its deepest. 
How does the light of Christ remain bright when our world goes dark? 

 
 
1. He ignites our hope. - These are the words of him who is the First and the Last, who died and came 
to life again. – Revelation 2:8 
 
“Came to life” past tense. Loyalty to the One who has already conquered death. 
 

• Their hope looks back to Jesus himself, whom death could not hold and whose resurrection 
signaled the final defeat of death itself, so ending the power of those who threaten and accuse. 
– Ian Paul 
   

“When the perishable has been clothed with the imperishable, and the mortal with immortality, then 
the saying that is written will come true: “Death has been swallowed up in victory.” (Isaiah 25:8) 
55“Where, O death, is your victory? Where, O death, is your sting?” – (Hosea 13:14) 5 6The sting of 
death is sin, and the power of sin is the law. 57But thanks be to God! He gives us the victory through 
our Lord Jesus Christ. – 1 Cor 15:54-56 
 

• The hope of the Resurrection dismantles the power of evil, suffering, and death. 
 
 



2. He illuminates reality - I know your afflictions and your poverty—yet you are rich! I know about the 
slander of those who say they are Jews and are not, but are a synagogue of Satan. – Revelation 2:8-9 
 
Their physical poverty had a lot to do with their persecution. In order to do business, one had to be 
part of a guild. To join the guild, one had to engage in emperor worship. 
 

• Jesus knows how their situation has refined them, so that they are rich in ways that matter to 
God. Never let your circumstances define reality. Listen and seek God’s perspective. 

 
Elisha - When the servant of the man of God got up and went out early the next morning, an army with 
horses and chariots had surrounded the city. “Oh no, my lord! What shall we do?” the servant asked. 16 
“Don’t be afraid,” the prophet answered. “Those who are with us are more than those who are with 
them.” 17 And Elisha prayed, “Open his eyes, Lord, so that he may see.” Then the Lord opened the 
servant’s eyes, and he looked and saw the hills full of horses and chariots of fire all around Elisha. – 2 
Kings 6:15-17 
 
Elijah - “I have been very zealous for the Lord God Almighty. The Israelites have rejected your covenant, 
torn down your altars, and put your prophets to death with the sword. I am the only one left, and now 
they are trying to kill me too.” I reserve seven thousand in Israel—all whose knees have not bowed 
down to Baal and whose mouths have not kissed him.” – 1 Kings 19:14, 18 
 
Slander – Jews were exempt from emperor worship. Christians were considered a sect of Judaism. 
However, Jewish community in Smyrna distanced themselves and began to serve as informants against 
Christians to Romans, falsely accusing them of various crimes. 
 
Use of “Satan” is accuser. They were agents of accusation against Christians.   
 
Slander/blasphemy – To slander God’s people is to blaspheme God. God’s setting all things right 
includes setting straight the record on his people. The accuser will be dealt with. 
 
“Now have come the salvation and the power and the kingdom of our God, and the authority of his 
Messiah. For the accuser of our brothers and sisters, who accuses them before our God day and night, 
has been hurled down. – Revelation 12:10 
 
3. He highlights our destiny - 10 Do not be afraid of what you are about to suffer. I tell you, the devil 
will put some of you in prison to test you, and you will suffer persecution for ten days. Be faithful, even 
to the point of death, and I will give you life as your victor’s crown. 
 
The previous passages establish that Jesus is the one in whom both hope and truth are found. It is 
important to know God’s heart before we face suffering, so that we may understand our suffering in 
light of his love for us, in light of his sharing our suffering on the cross, rather than interpreting his 
heart toward us on the basis of our suffering. – Craig Keener 
 



10 days, allusion to Daniel 1:12-14, where he and his friends were tested 10 days. It indicates an 
intense, but ultimately limited duration. 
 
“Be faithful to death”  
 

• Jesus does not sweep in and deal with their opponents here (not yet). He said that tribulation is 
part of life in this world (John 16:33). Jesus’ message of hope does not rest on a change in 
circumstances. It rests instead on promises that hold true even if circumstances do not 
improve, for our destiny does not reside in our circumstances, but in Christ alone. 

 
The greatest threat against Christians is physical death. However, the major thrust of Revelation’s 
message is that the Christian stands victorious over death through the blood of the Lamb of God. 
 
They triumphed over him by the blood of the Lamb and by the word of their testimony; 
they did not love their lives so much as to shrink from death. – Revelation 12:11 
 
Symrnia was the site of early Olympic-type games. A laurel wreath was given and is in many 
inscriptions. 
 
How is such victory experienced? Through faithful obedience. Our focus is to walk in faithful 
obedience, not victory, because obedience is oriented toward Christ, while victory is oriented toward 
self.   
 

• “Victory is the by-product of obedience. As we concentrate on walking in obedience to the 
Victorious One, we will experience the joy of victory in Christ.” – Jerry Bridges, The Pursuit of 
Holiness 

 
11 Whoever has ears, let them hear what the Spirit says to the churches. The one who is victorious will 
not be hurt at all by the second death. – Revelation 2:10-11 
 
Victory over the darkness of fear, suffering, evil, and death is only possible in the consuming light of 
Jesus Christ. Will you come to the light or stay in the dark? 
 
Questions to Ponder 

• Discuss the idea that people of integrity attract hostility. How have you seen or experienced 
this?  

• Why is it so easy to become blinded to reality? Why does God constantly have to open the eyes 
of his people to the reality of what he’s up to? In what ways can we keep our eyes open? 

• If the resurrection is meant to provide Christians with hope and confidence in the face of death, 
then why are so many Christians given over to fear, anxiety, and worry? 

• Using Proverbs 26:4-5, discuss ways to live and respond faithfully when being slandered.  
• Kevin pointed out that “Jesus does not sweep in and deal with their opponents here (not yet). 

He said that tribulation is part of life in this world (John 16:33). Jesus’ message of hope does not 
rest on a change in circumstances. It rests instead on promises that hold true even if 



circumstances do not improve, for our destiny does not reside in our circumstances, but in 
Christ alone.” How does this conflict with the popular “gospel” of health and wealth, as well as 
the popular notion that Christians will be removed from suffering in the last days? 

• Discuss the teaching on obedience and victory. Why is it necessary to understand victory as the 
product of obedience? How has the language of victory been misunderstood and misapplied in 
Christian circles? Why is it important to make this distinction? 

• How do you respond to the fact that there are more martyrs now than ever before? To learn 
more, check out these sites: 

• https://www.opendoorsusa.org/christian-persecution/ 
• https://factsandtrends.net/2018/01/29/quarter-billion-christians-face-major-persecution-

2018/ 
• Voice of the Martyrs - https://www.persecution.com/ 
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