


Nope.



Never.



These monsters are set up to go down.



1. You don’t have to be 
surprised. 

Revelation 
12:1-6



A great sign appeared in heaven: a woman 
clothed with the sun, with the moon under her 
feet and a crown of twelve stars on her head. 
2 She was pregnant and cried out in pain as 
she was about to give birth. 



3 Then another sign appeared in heaven: an 
enormous red dragon with seven heads and 
ten horns and seven crowns on its heads. 4 
Its tail swept a third of the stars out of the sky 
and flung them to the earth. The dragon stood 
in front of the woman who was about to give 
birth, so that it might devour her child the 
moment he was born. 



She gave birth to a son, a male child, who 
“will rule all the nations with an iron scepter.” 
And her child was snatched up to God and to 
his throne. 6 The woman fled into the 
wilderness to a place prepared for her by 
God, where she might be taken care of for 
1,260 days. – Revelation 12:1-6



The chapter begins by immediately 
assuring readers that none of this is taking 
God by surprise, nor is God unprepared for 

it. 
This is an ancient and ongoing conflict and 

God gives us the end of the story at the 
very beginning. 



2. You don’t have to 
be uninformed. 
Then war broke out in heaven. Michael and 
his angels fought against the dragon, and 
the dragon and his angels fought back. 8 But 
he was not strong enough, and they lost 
their place in heaven. 9 The great dragon 
was hurled down—that ancient serpent 
called the devil, or Satan, who leads the 
whole world astray. He was hurled to the 
earth, and his angels with him. 



Then I heard a loud voice in heaven say:
“Now have come the salvation and the power
    and the kingdom of our God,
    and the authority of his Messiah.
For the accuser of our brothers and sisters,
    who accuses them before our God day and night,
    has been hurled down.
11 They triumphed over him
    by the blood of the Lamb
    and by the word of their testimony;
they did not love their lives so much
    as to shrink from death.
12 Therefore rejoice, you heavens
    and you who dwell in them!
But woe to the earth and the sea,
    because the devil has gone down to you!
He is filled with fury,
    because he knows that his time is short.”
– Revelation 12:7-12



Evil rages on earth not because it is so powerful, but 
because it is so desperate and vulnerable.



When the dragon saw that he had been hurled to 
the earth, he pursued the woman who had given 
birth to the male child. 14 The woman was given 
the two wings of a great eagle, so that she might 
fly to the place prepared for her in the wilderness, 
where she would be taken care of for a time, times 
and half a time, out of the serpent’s reach. 1

3. You don’t have to be naïve. 



5 Then from his mouth the serpent spewed water 
like a river, to overtake the woman and sweep her 
away with the torrent. 16 But the earth helped the 
woman by opening its mouth and swallowing the 
river that the dragon had spewed out of his mouth. 



Then the dragon was enraged at the woman and 
went off to wage war against the rest of her 
offspring—those who keep God’s commands and 
hold fast their testimony about Jesus. – Revelation 
12:13-17



Once we stop just looking for a blueprint of the future, we 
can gain insight from the picture he paints into the conflict 

between good and evil in every generation – including 
our own. – Ramsay Michaels



The dragon stood on the shore of the sea. And 
I saw a beast coming out of the sea. It had ten 
horns and seven heads, with ten crowns on its 
horns, and on each head a blasphemous 
name. 2 The beast I saw resembled a leopard, 
but had feet like those of a bear and a mouth 
like that of a lion. 

4. You don’t have to be deceived. 



Evil is parasitic. It exists only by corrupting what is 
already good



The dragon gave the beast his power and his throne 
and great authority. 3 One of the heads of the beast 
seemed to have had a fatal wound, but the fatal 
wound had been healed. The whole world was filled 
with wonder and followed the beast. 4 People 
worshiped the dragon because he had given authority to 
the beast, and they also worshiped the beast and asked, 
“Who is like the beast? Who can wage war against it?” 



Michael means,

“Who is like the 
Lord?”



5 The beast was given a mouth to utter proud words and 
blasphemies and to exercise its authority for forty-two 
months. 6 It opened its mouth to blaspheme God, and to 
slander his name and his dwelling place and those who 
live in heaven. 7 It was given power to wage war against 
God’s holy people and to conquer them. And it was given 
authority over every tribe, people, language and nation. 



All inhabitants of the earth will worship the beast—all 
whose names have not been written in the Lamb’s book 
of life, the Lamb who was slain from the creation of the 
world. 9 Whoever has ears, let them hear. 10 “If anyone 
is to go into captivity, into captivity they will go. If anyone 
is to be killed with the sword, with the sword they will be 
killed.” This calls for patient endurance and faithfulness 
on the part of God’s people.



All inhabitants of the earth will worship the beast—all 
whose names have not been written in the Lamb’s book 
of life, the Lamb who was slain from the creation of the 
world. 



Part of the deception is believing you can remain 
neutral. The beast and the Lamb are worlds apart. 
Every person in every generation bears the same 
responsibility to “choose you this day whom you 

will serve.” (Joshua 24:14-15)



Whoever has ears, let them hear. 10 “If anyone is 
to go into captivity, into captivity they will go. If 
anyone is to be killed with the sword, with the 
sword they will be killed.” This calls for patient 
endurance and faithfulness on the part of God’s 
people.



11 Then I saw a second beast, coming out of the earth. It 
had two horns like a lamb, but it spoke like a dragon. 12 
It exercised all the authority of the first beast on its 
behalf, and made the earth and its inhabitants worship 
the first beast, whose fatal wound had been healed. 13 
And it performed great signs, even causing fire to come 
down from heaven to the earth in full view of the people. 



Because of the signs it was given power to perform on 
behalf of the first beast, it deceived the inhabitants of the 
earth. It ordered them to set up an image in honor of the 
beast who was wounded by the sword and yet lived. 15 
The second beast was given power to give breath to the 
image of the first beast, so that the image could speak 
and cause all who refused to worship the image to be 
killed. – Revelation 13:1-15



16 It also forced all people, great and small, 
rich and poor, free and slave, to receive a 
mark on their right hands or on their 
foreheads,

5. You don’t have to be afraid.



What do we fear most, losing our lives, or our livelihood?



18 This calls for wisdom. Let the person who has insight 
calculate the number of the beast, for it is the number of 
a man. That number is 666. – Revelation 13:16-18



The number 666 is used to characterize the beast, 
rather than to identify the beast.



The call to persevere is not just a message for people 
living in the distant past or at the end of time; but a 

message for all people at all times.




