
Happy New Year from

Birmingham, England!

In some ways it has felt like we have been here in Birmingham for a
long time, in other moments we realize that we have only been
here a half of a year and have so much to still learn about the
culture! As we kick off 2023 here are some of the things we are
looking forward to seeing how God will continue to work.

High School Outreach Program: I (Rich) have had an open door
into the local high school! Another man from church joins me as we
go weekly into the school to meet with some of their “at risk”
students. We have been doing a short game and getting into life
discussions as we talk about what role God plays in regards to
addictions, relationships, anxiety, hope, etc. We are excited to
continue working with these students. We are getting to know them
more and they look forward to our program every week. This week
we even had a new girl write her own teacher’s note to get to join
us because she heard about the club. (Unfortunately we couldn’t let
her stay without the school’s permission but told her to ask her
teacher if she could come next week). Please pray for these teens
to understand God’s love for them and want to become a follower
of Jesus.

Manu has been with us 1 year!! January 21st we celebrated one
year since Manu arrived in the States! We have seen
improvements in health, language, and relationally. He has been



going to school here since October and is doing well. He has made
friends and loves when we invite people over to our home. He
enjoys being read to, going to church, playing games and watching
Sonic! Thank you for praying with us that Manu’s understanding
of the Bible would increase and that he would come to know Jesus
as his Savior.

Encouraging Missionary Women: I (Rachel) continue to be a part
of the writing team for Thrive, a ministry that encourages and
equips women serving cross culturally. I will be serving as a small
group facilitator again at their next online women’s conference. If
you know any missionary women (serving overseas) who would
be encouraged by this online conference, please pass this link on
to them. https://thriveministry.org/gatherings There will be sessions
and small groups for all time zones and the event is in the end of
March.

Heading to Athens next week: The missions organization we are
a part of here is sending a small team of women to work with one of
their missionaries in Athens. I (Rachel) am a part of that team and
will be in Athens February 3-14. We will be supporting the work of
several missionaries there as we host a women’s event at a local
church, work with a homeless ministry, provide childcare for a
couples event, minister to the refugee population and serve a local
church through their meal program. We had several short term
missions teams come to France to work with us but its been 15
years since I was the one going out on a missions trip!

Please pray for us to be an encouragement to the full time
missionaries we are working with there. I’d also appreciate prayer
for our family as Rich continues doing life with our kiddos back
home in Birmingham. It feels like a long time to be away from them
but also think it’s good for me to be a part of this team.

https://uwm.us2.list-manage.com/track/click?u=3d2d29968f95f0e53ebf9047d&id=06d016d860&e=66fb0b8bc3


*I’ll be posting more updates and prayer requests during the week
on our Facebook group page.

Detached Youth work or “street work” is the next big project for
this coming trimester. Between now and Easter we hope to have
launched a new youth ministry for the community. There are teens
that have no where to go after school. They have no other clubs
they are a part of and many of them have no reason to go home.
Detached youth work will mean that I and another individual from
the church will regularly be present in the parks to have discussions
with these students. Instead of inviting the youth to a youth group
(we don’t have a church building) we go to the streets to meet them
where they already are. Please pray for us as we communicate
with the community about our intentions and plan for the most
effective ways to have a continuous presence.

Serving as an associate pastor has been helpful in getting to
know the people in the church and starting to understand the
culture. The church is growing and is going through several
transitions. We are thankful to be here at this time to help with the
changes. The main pastor and I have recently started a program to
help develop leaders in the church. We are doing theological
training and one on one coaching to help these new leaders
develop a Bible reading plan for members, a women's ministry, a
discipleship program, and a prayer ministry. We would appreciate
your prayers for these initiatives and prayer that:

Church members would develop more of a desire to reach out
to those in our community.

For wisdom for the elders as they care for the people in the
church

Louise: Please pray for a dear lady in our church. She is
experiencing significant health problems and has asked us to
ask the believers we know in the States to please pray for
her. She is in the hospital right now and she is afraid. She is a
believer but scared to leave her family here. She would
greatly appreciate your prayers.

Picture below of our kiddos with Louise and her daughter last
month



Sharing the Gospel in High Schools: I (Rachel) have teamed up
with another ministry in the city to speak at assemblies in many of
the high schools around the city. Religious education is a required
subject in the schools so we have the possibility to go into the
schools and talk about Jesus! There are only 3 staff that try to
cover as many schools as they can in the city so I have joined them
in their efforts to share the gospel through this unique opportunity.
December was a busy time as the team went to 28 schools in just 3
weeks to share what Christmas means to Christians. Please pray
for the team as preparations for March’s Easter messages are
underway. Pray that the students would see Jesus shining through
us as we share and that they would want to seek out more about
God. Many of the schools we go to have a large Muslim population
amongst their students. (One of the most unique opportunities I had
was going into an Islamic girls high school!)

Picture below of the team leader and I after talking at one of the
schools



Thank you for your prayers and financial support and for taking the
time to read through this! Sending our love and appreciation!

Trusting Him,

Rich and Rachel

Update on the kiddos:

In general, the three older kids are missing their friends and family
in Wisconsin more right now. I think being here in winter, with no
snow, has caused them to remember fondly their last 2 winters in
Wisconsin and all the outdoor fun they had there.

Autumn-Rayne is loving her youth group that she goes to at
another church not far from where we live (she is the only teenager
in our church). She has found ways to serve at our church through
singing on the music team and the children’s ministry. She is
making friends and overall doing well though she misses Wisconsin
the most.

Levi is doing well in homeschool and is very thankful for another
missionary family we met here that have a boy his age. (There are
no boys his age at our church). He is growing in his faith and
settling in our new life here. We’d appreciate prayers for more
friends his age and for his health to improve.

Havalah is doing well at her school and starting to feel like she is
catching. The school system is more advanced here than in the
States so she felt quite overwhelmed when she began. She is 7
and doing the same work at her school that Levi is doing in his
American homeschool 4th grade curriculum. But her teacher is very
kind and patient and encourages her to take it one day at a time.
She has made friends at school and we had a Christmas outreach
party at home in December with 10 kids from her school.

Manu is at the same school as Havalah and receiving good support
in helping him as this is his first experience with school. He is
making friends at school and says his favorite part of the day is
lunch time. =)
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