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As we approach the new year, our minds naturally turn to the future and what we may wish to 
accomplish, both in our personal lives and here at Calvary.   In both cases, we would like to feel 
that God is watching out for us and that God’s plan includes a strengthening of our faith and   
reassurance that God is not going to let go of us, individually or collectively. It is in the concept 
of covenant that we can find God’s plans for us and God’s promise to never let go of us. 
 
This idea of covenant is one of the unifying concepts found in both the Old and New Testament.  
In fact, another name for our Scriptures can be Old Covenant and New Covenant.     Today, we 
will explore the various ways that we are people of the covenant. Think of covenant as a thread 
of thought and action that begins in Genesis and goes throughout all of scripture. Covenant is 
God’s presence made known to us throughout the ages and into our present. Having examined 
the concept of covenant, it is as if this thread starts on the first page of our Scriptures and 
penetrates the entire history of the Scriptures and extends into our present. 
 
As I was preparing my message, some of the restrictive and quite funny covenants that exist in 
some homeowners associations came to mind. Here is a set of covenants that have actually 
made their way into some homeowner associations’ rules: 

1. Thou shalt not plant too many roses.   A homeowner planted more than the prescribed 
number of rose bushes allowed. 

2. Thou shalt not use “inconsistent” shingles—even after a plane destroys thy house. 
3. Thou shalt not offer thy homeless granddaughter shelter.  The granddaughter was not 

 over 55 years old and not “retired.” 
4.  You must carry thy dog at all times. 

 
And  one friendly warning to all of you. Beware of how long you leave your garbage can out in 
the driveway.  Some homeowner associations specify how long you may leave the garbage can 
out prior to pick-up and how long the garbage can may remain out after it is emptied. 
 
This is definitely NOT the meaning of covenant that we find in Scripture. In general usage, 
covenant is defined a binding agreement or compact between two or more parties. Biblically, 
covenant refers to God’s relationship with his people. In our Genesis passage, listen again to 
the first two verses:  When Abram was ninety-nine years old, the Lord appeared to Abram and 
said to him, “I am God Almighty, walk before me, and be blameless. And I will make my 
covenant between me and you and will make you exceedingly numerous.” Then in verse four 
“As for me, this is my covenant with you: …”  Notice that it is God who initiates the covenantal 
relationship.  In these covenantal relationships, we are the ones who benefit.  What is so 
special is that the relationship that is established is intimate.  “…you will be my people and I will 
be your God.” Jeremiah 30:22  



In the case of the covenant between God and Abraham and Abraham’s descendants, there are 
requirements in order to fulfill the covenant.  “Throughout your generations, every male among 
you shall be circumcised when he is eight days old….  So shall my covenant be in your flesh an 
everlasting covenant.”  Two things show up here. One, there is an outward sign of belonging 
and the covenant and second it is eternal. This covenant relationship binds Jewish persons 
throughout the history and is evident not only in the Old Testament but in the New Testament 
as well. Covenant was not and is not taken lightly and the Jewish people felt chosen by God. 
Think about the turmoil that occurred when becoming a follower of Jesus was to be extended 
to Gentiles. Remember in Acts the prolonged discussion about who could be followers of Jesus? 
All kinds of disputes are recorded about whether the Gentiles could be included in the new 
church because they were not circumcised. Circumcision was a matter of one’s identity and 
relationship to God. It took a great deal of discussion before Gentiles were included in the new 
Christian church. 
 
Now we can fast forward to the Scripture for today. It is the eighth day after Jesus was born. In 
keeping with the covenant of Abraham   and with Moses’ law, Jesus would be circumcised. On 
one level, the circumcision marked Jesus’ acceptance into the covenant community. When he 
was presented to the temple on that eighth day, this was a fulfillment of the same covenant 
that we have read about in our Genesis passage.  But, as we see from the responses of Simeon 
and Anna, it was an even more significant event. It represented a new covenant initiated by the 
coming of Jesus, the long awaited Messiah. Simeon had waited for this day. He took Jesus in his 
arms and thanked God.  “With my own eyes I have seen   your salvation, which you prepared 
before all people. It is a light for the non-Jewish people to see and an honor for your people, the 
Israelites.” This was the fulfillment of God’s promise of salvation. This is then, the new covenant 
established by God through Jesus. Anna, the prophetess, also recognizes the significance of 
Jesus. Scripture tells us that she was standing there at this time and she “thanked God and 
spoke about Jesus to all who were waiting for God to free Jerusalem.” 
 
When Jesus is handed to Simeon, it is reminiscent of another covenant tradition; baptism.  
When we have celebrated a baptism, the child is presented to all of us, carried down the aisles 
so all can see the newly baptized baby or child.  Baptism, like the Jewish circumcision, is the 
outward sign of an inward reality. It is the   bestowing   of the Holy Spirit upon the person who 
is baptized. Baptism represents the inclusion of the baptized person into the community of 
faith. 
 
Still another covenant tradition is the celebration of the Lord’s Supper.   In the meal, we receive 
a promise of salvation.  And in the words of institution we hear these words: “this cup is the 
new covenant in my blood shed for you and for many for the remission of sins.”  
 
As we consider how many ways God has provided a covenant relationship, it should give us 
reassurance that God very much desires to be in relationship to each of us. Relationship implies 
a two way process.  This covenant relationship is not complete without our response. We agree 
to be servants and to do our best to follow the expectations that God places before us. In this 
way we have a binding relationship with God. 



One of the ways that we honor God and our commitment to God is through the practice of 
rituals.  We worship, observe the sacraments and participate in corporate prayer.  Rituals serve 
the purpose of recovering the mystery and sacredness of life.  As life has become more hectic 
and more secular, the concern is the loss of seeing God in everyday life outside of church.  
Giving thanks for meals, being grateful for each day and taking time to see the beauty in our 
creation are ways to preserve this sense that God is always with us. 
 
Today is the first day of a new year.  As we prepare for our 125th anniversary, we can look back 
and see how God has worked among us.  But the even more significant activity will be how we 
plan to act with confidence, knowing that God has throughout the history of mankind placed all 
kinds of covenants in front of us to guide us. God has made it pretty clear that we are 
important. The question becomes how can we dramatize our gratitude for such a grace-filled 
life?  We can pray for guidance to identify some special project to mark our anniversary. Maybe 
we will identify a particular segment of our population who do not feel the acceptance from 
God. In that context, could we dream big?  Can we take a bold step to tackle some service 
project that may at first seem too big or too risky? God’s covenant overcomes obstacles and 
survives despite all the negative events that might keep us from trying.  Let God’s actions on 
our behalf give us confidence to move out of our comfort zone and demonstrate what it is like 
to feel loved by God.  Why can we do this?   Because we are, people of the covenant.   


