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Christmas Eve Service: “Emmanuel”      Pastor Amy Besola 
 
Merry Pandemic Christmas - this Christmas is the first one I can remember where 
the usual trappings have been stripped away.  What a year it has been, in just 365 
days our world has changed in unimaginable ways.  And while we may have some 
of the trappings of the Christmases of old, in so many ways things are in completely 
uncharted waters.  But the core message of Christmas, which is undeniably the 
beginning of the greatest love stories of all time is still the same.  That our loving 
God, designer of the universe came to earth in the form of a tiny, vulnerable baby, 
born in a lowly manger, amongst the pungent smells of farm animals.  What 
happened in that stable in Bethlehem would forever change the course of each of 
our lives.  For what happened beneath the shine of that mystical and wonderful, 
starlit night sky was an act of love of unimaginable.  
 

The word “Immanuel” is actually a compound word like “snowflake” which is made 
up of two words “snow” and “flake.”  “Im-manu-el” is made up of three words: 
“Im” = with 
“manu” = us 
“el” = God (shortened form of Elohim) 
 
So “Im-manu-el” literally means “with us, God” or “God with us.”  What the prophet 
Isaiah promised was that one day a virgin would give birth to a child who would 
literally be God with us.  700 years later Jesus fulfills that prophecy.  He is conceived 
by the Holy Spirit and born to the virgin Mary. 
 
Because the Holy Spirit (who is God) is Jesus’ biological father and Mary is Jesus’ 
biological mother, Jesus is both God and man.  He is not like Hercules or other 
Greek heroes who are part human and part God.  Jesus is fully 100% totally God, 
but also fully 100% totally man.  And just by his birth he is fulfilling that ancient 
Isaiah promise that one day God would come to humankind. 
 
So much of Christmas is about a narrative that is too perfect, too glossy, and too 
expensive.  Have you ever really listened to the Christmas song, "Have yourself a 
merry little Christmas?"  These are the lyrics: 
Have yourself a merry little Christmas 
Let your heart be light 
From now on 
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Our troubles will be out of sight 
 
Well, I hate to be the bearer of bad news but if we are really honest with ourselves, 
it's hard to imagine that any one of us would believe that life is that simple or that 
we can neglect the realities of living in a world where the evening news each night 
talks of the multiple thousands of people that are dying each day, and how the 
hospital ICUs are filled to the brim, healthcare workers are weary, exhausted and 
overwhelmed.  So no, I do not think we can ignore the plight of living in 2020, with 
the economic hardships, food insecurities, rental and housing tsunami that awaits 
us once the housing moratoriums are finally over: the reality is that we cannot turn 
a blind eye to a world filled with fear, sadness, and despair.  But that's not the sole 
message I intend to bring to you: No, our problems will not remain out of sight for 
long, but for tonight, I invite you to be filled with the warm glow of the most 
beautiful love story: that our God cared so very much that he gave his only begotten 
son for the redemption of all humanity. 
 
So while the lyrics of the song may not be true, and our troubles will likely remain 
with us, the reality is that we are not in this battle alone.  Our savior God came to 
pitch a tent and live in our neighborhood.  He came to journey with us along 
whatever paths lie ahead for us.  While the next few stanzas may not be entirely 
accurate, and you remember how the song goes,  
"Have yourself a merry little Christmas 
Make the Yule-tide gay 
From now on 
Our troubles will be miles away 
Here we are as in olden days 
Happy golden days of yore 
Faithful friends who are dear to us 
Gather near to us once more 
Through the years we all will be together 
If the fates allow" 
 
No, many of our friends of old are here no more but the rest of that verse DOES 
ring true and I invite you to do precisely what the song directs us to do, 
"Hang a shining star upon the highest bough 
And have yourself a merry little Christmas now" 
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For yes, that tiny baby, born in the manger, is God incarnate.  For God so loved the 
world so much that he gave his only son.  The journey to the cross started that night 
and we all know where Jesus' journey on earth ended, at the cross.  But that is not 
where the story ultimately ended - Jesus lives on in his people and through his work 
on the cross each believer may overcome death's sting.  He was born and died so 
we too could overcome death.  And so we rejoice: 
Here we are as in olden days 
Happy golden days of yore 
Faithfull friends who are dear to us 
Gather near to us once more 
Through the years 
We all will be together 
If the fates allow 
So hang a shining star upon the highest bough 
And have yourself a merry little Christmas now. 
 
After this zoom service ends, I invite each of you to examine your hearts and to 
decide to live with the peace that surpasses all understanding.  The love that came 
that cold night, over two thousand years ago.  

 
God has fulfilled his Isaiah promise through the birth of Jesus to come and dwell 
among humankind.  Together, let us sing not just about hanging a star that reminds 
us of that miraculous star that guided those wise men.  Rejoice with me: God has 
come in Jesus Christ, Emmanuel, God with us.   


